	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 2nd September 2009, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Richard Cheetham

Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Tricia Barber
Clr David Daykin


	Clr. Brian Baldwin
Clr. John Green 
Clr John Orpin (19.35)

Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	Clr. John Gregory, Clr. Trevor Allen 

	Visitors:
	County Councillor Susan Barker, DC Jackie Cheetham, Mr. Martin Peachey, 



	09/182 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
09/183 Declarations of Interest: None
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

09/184 Minutes:
The minutes of the 5th August 2009 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Clr John Orpin arrived (19.35)

09/185 Matters Arsing:
Off airport parking: Waltham Hall (Orange Parking Services) - injunction served.

Old House Farm, Parsonage Rd - UDC Enforcement has failed to make progress. UDC Legal Dept is now preparing a case to take the parking operators to Court.

Housing Needs Survey (June 2009): TPC requested additional 20 homes reserved on Priors Green for Takeley residents - awaiting response from Moira Groborz (Rural Housing Enabler)

Draft Housing Strategy 2009/12: BAA £2.2m funding for affordable homes within 10 mile radius – monies unspent. No fixed plans as yet (UDC).

Chestnut Way pond: tree removed.

Open Forum:

09/186 Station House lease: CC Susan Barker - cabinet member responsible now is County Clr Sarah Candy. TPC is currently pursuing via C Clr Peter Martins who is continuing to deal with this matter.
Uttlesford Housing Strategy: further consultation in November following further studies at proposed sites e.g. Elsenham (C Clr Susan Barker)


	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	09/187
	August Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
Clr Richard Cheetham declared a prejudicial interest in this item (owner of Beech Cottage) and left the meting. Vice Chairman Clr Carol Pratt chaired this item.

TPC approved the reports & recommendation from the Planning Committee meeting 19th August 2009 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/0945/09/LB Beech Cottage, Smiths Green
Brief Description: Installation of 2 velux windows to lean-to roof at side.

Recommendation: No objection providing the proposal complies with listed building regulations. TPC understands from the Planning Officer that a condition of this application will be that the windows are selected from a range of ‘conservation’ windows. TPC would recommend that the chosen windows are inset rather that proud of the roof line.

TPC also seeks reassurance that the decision on this application is consistent with similar application on other local listed buildings.
UTT/0053/09/DFO Phase 10, Priors Green Development

 Brief Description: Amendments to reserved matters approval under UTT/0841/07/DFO, UTT/2013/08/DFO and 0318/09/DFO, including alterations to the location of houses and garage plots 18,19,20,21,22,23,25,31,32,33,34,35,36,& 37

Recommendation: Objection

Clr Richard Cheetham rejoined the meeting
	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	09/188
	Priors Green Site Meeting (24/8/09)

Community Facilities & Open Spaces 
Clerk summarised the visit:  (2/3 Takeley, 1/3 Canfield)

1. Public open spaces

2. Land belt around perimeter

3. Play areas & equipment

4. Hall/sports facility contribution

5. £100k community sum (Takeley & Lt Canfield) triggered by occupation of 351st dwelling

6. Transport monies direct to ECC

OPEN SPACE 

· Developer contribution £396k (approx 15 years of maintenance cost)

· Developer to maintain for 1 year following completion before transfer to another party. Therefore phased handover.

COMMUNITY HALL

No access.

Rateable value – unknown

Clr Richard Cheetham highlighted outstanding snagging issues:

Landscaping, flooring to main hall, internal fixes)

DITCHES

DITCH 1: (Ben Smeeden, Will Cockerell) - next to proposed school site

· Culvert and ditch blocked either side of the road
· Floods within wooded area (destroying trees)
· Foul and smelling water lying in wood
· Autumn 09 – Countryside to clear ditch to enable UDC to run dye test to identify which owners are culpable for foul waste before taking action.

· Foul water drainage at top of ditch (Jacks Lane end)
· Will Cockerell to supply copy of map showing ditch lines

PROTECT WOOD: who manages (UDC or Countryside)?

DITCH 2: blocked - tbc
LANDSCAPED VERGES: (Hedges, planting, trees) who will be responsible for maintenance? - Ben Smeeden

COMMUNITY CENTRE & BUFFER ZONE: UDC to reschedule visit 

PLAY AREAS:

PLAY AREA 1: Grass matting/safety matting unacceptable

PLAY AREA 2a (older) & 2b (younger): Clarendon Road

OPEN SPACE AREA 3: No equipment. Electricity sub station?

PLAY AREA 4: TBC

PLAY AREA 5: (affordable homes - under 6 yrs. UDC ownership sign.)
Safety matting uneven

PLAY AREA 6: Warwick Road

PLAY AREA 7: Wyndrell Close
TPC agreed it is not in a position to accept responsibility for any of the facilities before further questions are answered and information obtained from UDC/experts.
TPC agreed the following action points:
1. Re-schedule site visit to Community Centre & Buffer Zone (UDC)
2. Arrange meeting with Little Canfield PC to confirm their interest.

3. Arrange meeting with Gaynor Bradley (UDC) re expert knowledge of setting up and running a community centre.

	All note
Clerk to arrange

	09/189
	UDC Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

Response required by 18th September.

(Takeley details previously circulated. Draft consultation document emailed)
TPC agreed to oppose any further significant development in or around Takeley. The Planning Committee will finalise a response to this effect on 9th September.
	Clerk to respond

	09/190
	BAA Stansted Noise Consultation
Response required by 2nd October.

(Full consultation emailed. SSE guidelines attached)

TPC thanked Mr Martin Peachey for the detailed work he has prepared.

TPC agreed to follow the SSE guidelines and recommendations in full incorporating some Takeley specific points.
	Clerk to respond

	09/191
	Lower Bambers Green

(copy attached)
Following TPC solicitor’s enquiry, ECC Legal Dept has written outlining the current status of TPC’s application to register Lower Bambers Green as village green.

TPC will agree a response. 

TPC agreed:
- There is a history of TPC chasing this application and ECC delays
-Witness statements re confirmation of use were lost by Essex County Council

-TPC’s application was accepted, public notices were issued and no objections   were filed. This has been confirmed by ECC (12/6/03).

-The process appears to have been mal-administered.

-Has there been a change to legislation in this period?

-Consequential costs should be borne by Essex County Council

-TPC solicitor should continue to pursue. There are no additional witness statements to add.

	All note/

Clerk

	TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

	09/192
	Report on National Express & Heavy Goods Vehicles through Takeley & Community Speed Watch’ campaign
Mr. Martin Peachey reported:

National Express Coaches

There were no National Express or Terravision coaches reported as seen going through the village during the month. 

Community Speed Watch

Monitoring was carried out in Takeley Street during the month.    
	All note

	09/193
	Report on Highways Matters
· The Clerk will write to ECC re restricting HGVs through Takeley Street (23.00 - 07.00)
· Traffic calming in Roseacres is not working -the angle of approach is too shallow.

· Road repairs at Smiths Green w/e 28/8 - appalling workmanship. Erosion/encroachment onto village green.

· Repairs to potholes required down Church Lane (including car park)

· Garnetts - kerb stones painted orange?


	Clerk to report to ECC


	09/194
	Regional Cycle Route 50

William Chastell has been working with the S.S.E. surface access team at the Local Roads and Public Rights of Way meetings with B.A.A. etc. in the role of expert on cycling. He has presented to the meeting the much loved and well used cycle routes which would be severed by the proposed second runway.

One of these routes is marked on O/S Landranger Map sheet 167 as Regional Cycle route 50.This route runs from Little Laver near Matching Green through Hatfield Broad Oak, and from Pleshey through High Easter and Great Canfield to Takeley and then continue northwards through Molehill Green, Henham, Rickling Green, Clavering and beyond. It is an excellent on road route through very pleasant countryside.

William has been appointed the voluntary position of Sustrans Ranger covering the area of Great Dunmow to Bishops Stortford. One of his duties is to promote signage of the routes through our area of responsibility and Sustrans supply appropriate signage for us to fix as way markers along the route. He is keen to way mark Route 50 to clearly establish its existence before the Local Roads and P.R.o.W. meetings re-commence and to encourage greater use of it.

The signage which Sustrans supply is either stuck on to appropriate surfaces or a nail on rigid sign. They are intended to be of a temporary nature in the anticipation of the Local Authority replacing them with permanent signs but they are very robust and seem to last indefinitely.

William seeks approval to proceed with fixing the signage. 
TPC agreed that this was an excellent initiative and expressed gratitude to William for his enthusiasm and commitment. TPC approved the way marking of Route 50 (blanket approval from ECC Highways applies).


	All note

	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	09/195
	August Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for August 2009 were tabled & agreed.
TPC noted a completed bank reconciliation
	All note

	09/196
	Cheque Payment

Cheque no. 101444 was authorised to pay Broadmead Leisure Ltd £51.75 for repairs to a broken swing in the Recreation Ground.
	All note

	09/197
	Station House Lease

No response received from ECC. Clerk has communicated via phone with C Clr Martins office who assures TPC that the matter is being dealt with.
Clerk has written to County Clr Susan Barker requesting support who has suggested contacting the new Cabinet Member Clr Sarah Candy.
	All note/
Oct agenda

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	09/198
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report
Clr John Green reported:

Recreation Ground: Tidy and equipment in order. Repairs to swing complete. Overhanging trees to be trimmed.
Sports Field: Tidy & in good order.
Clerk to confirm cost to remove trim trail.
	All note
Clerk

	09/199
	Sports Field Skate Park 

Cllr John Gregory will outline a proposal by residents to update the skate park.

In the absence of Clr Gregory, TPC agreed to postpone this item until October.


	Oct agenda

	09/200
	Four Ashes Village Green
Clr Daykin introduced a proposal to remove the SSE sign from the village green.

TPC agreed to write to SSE with a view to considering updating and possible re-location of the sign.TPC agreed that this was an ideal location for the sign but a temporary change may reinvigorate interest in the message.
	Oct mtg

	09/201
	Village Planting
Clr Daykin reported that bulbs for planting on the village green at the Four Ashes had been purchased. An advert has been placed in the Grapevine requesting volunteers to assist with planting on Saturday, 26th September.
	All note


	09/202
	UDC Consultation re Sandbags (open until 18/9/09)

 (copy attached)

UDC consulting on a proposal to provide training for preparing and dealing with flooding. 

TPC has noted the current arrangements to provide a reactive service as and when required, and has considered UDC’s proposals. The Council has agreed the following comments and suggestions:

· TPC accepts that UDC should no longer be expected to retain resources to address incidents of flooding.

· TPC does not agree that UDC should provide generic tuition.

· TPC suggests that UDC first establish a record of those parishes/areas that have a realistic prospect or history of natural flooding.

· The identified areas/parishes should then adopt a policy for preparing and dealing with such incidents which would include maintaining the necessary equipment and materials (i.e. sandbags) to deal with the anticipated incident(s).

· UDC should then provide a database of contacts in order to promote the sharing of resources for unexpected events.
	Clerk to respond

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	09/203
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report. 
	All note



	09/204
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report
	All note




The meeting finished at 10.45pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 7th October 2009 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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