The Chairman’s annual report for Parish Assembly 2006

The Chairman’s annual report for 2005\6 is again wide ranging for although we are a small Parish our problems are multifarious.
The HOSS continues to gnaw at the very heart of the parish; Takeley Parish Council is still trying to achieve a fair compensation for all Parishioners by challenging this arbitrary scheme
The hearing at the High Court was held on the 13th & 14th of December 2005. Members of your Council were present at both days of the hearing as were representatives from Great Easton, Stansted, Great Hallingbury, Broxted and Hatfield Broad Oak Parish Councils.
SSE was also present and gave us both pragmatic and unlimited morale support.
Unfortunately the Judge found against as 

The Governments costs were £1000
 BAA’s cost were in excess of £20k, to say that this figure is exorbitant is no allegation, two Senior Judges agreed with our Council and have ‘called in’ BAA figures, we estimate that their true costs will be approximately  £5k.
This only proves that this self called “caring local company” is trying to brow beat us with money.  

May I say here that we are not alone in this challenge; and we have been pledged financial support from over four local parishes?
Our legal team’s advice is to go for an appeal the Parish Council agreed as the cost of an Appeal is within the budget forecast.
The appeal has now been lodged.
The basis of our appeal is that, quote: - “The learned judge was wrong to conclude, in relation to both Article 8 and Article 1 Protocol 1 (of the Charter of Human Rights) that there is no arguable case that the Government had failed to strike a reasonable balance between the competing interests of the individual and the public” : - unquote.
The Conclusion of the appeal is 
Quote: -Para 75.

The increase of the precept has been sufficient to meet our financial requirements, not only for the day to day running of the Council but more importantly the burden of the High Court Challenge over the unfair nature of the operation of the HOSS.

The agreed 3 year financial budget for the HOSS challenge is £70k

The Parish Council fiscal situation is on a firm footing. 
The Council is pledged to re-examine the situation at the end of these currant financial restraints so as to reduce the Precept to a comparable figure in line with future Council spending.
In future financial years the PC will be inviting Parish organisations to apply in writing for financial help on any future project.
I express a special thanks to Cllr. Richard Cheetham for his hard work as Chairman of the finance committee
Another problem that is Airport related is “fly parking” many complaints have been received from residence reference to cars paring in local roads causing obstruction and nuisance. 

After representation by your Council, Uttlesford D.C. took the initiative together with the Highways Dept. produced two ‘residence parking schemes’ these will be presented to the residence who will decide the best scheme.

The Parish Council will only agree to such parking measures after THE local residences have decided on the scheme of THEIR choice.
Other highway problems have seen the increase use of large HGV vehicles on our country roads, especially Smiths Green and Bambers Green roads, to help us ascertain the situation and with the cooperation of Highways a traffic survey was carried out.
On the same subject there is growing concern to the increase of ‘tip Lorries’ using The Street, Parsonage Road through to Mole Hill Green. The situation is being monitored. 
Planning is still a big issue for the area we have before us the proposed expansion of increase aircraft movements for the Stansted which would resort in an increase of passenger through put of in excess of 35million 
The decision on the second R|W will not be known until later this year.
The development at Brewers End known as Morrells Green has virtually reach completion. Where as the Priors Green development has as yet not started, the ground for phase 1 (Little Canfield) has been done, actual construction of the site will start in the next couple of months.
Your Council will take an active part in all planning issues and remain alert to all proposed new developments.
Recently your Council was approached to take part in a “consultation” (I use the word advisably) with reference to the “stopping up” of certain roads and footpaths in the Parish in the event of the expansion and proposed second R\W at Stansted A\P, (may I remind you that as yet no planning application has been submitted for G2) although other parishes took part your Council felt that to enter into official dialog on such an a important matter was premature and counter productive. 

Your Council has subsequently written a strongly worded letter to the BAA’s appointed consultants in rejection of any consultation concerning these Parish affairs until the proper planning procedures have been presented.

Your Council takes very seriously the increase of vehicular movements on our local roads.

Your Council continues to be represented on the many influential committees, these include among the many, The East of England Consultative Forum, Uttlesford South West Forum, Braintree and Uttlesford Police and Community Consultative Group last and by no means least SSE.

Your Council will continue to be represented on any committee that has direct affect on the residence of this Parish.

It would appear that local policing or the lack of local policing has hit an all-time low. 
We were not informed that the local Police Officer had been ‘moved on’ and had not been replaced, the PC meet with Inspector Shaw on the 1st March where it was report: -
 “that while public expectations of policing were high in practical terms they were difficult to achieve. Police resources were thinly spread over three large areas. 21 Officers had to provide 24hr. cover to Gt. Dunmow, Stansted, Takeley and 33 other villages”.
I have to inform you that there is not any designated police present for Takeley. To say that we as a Council are very worried at the situation is an understatement.
Whilst on the subject of law and order I would like to thank Cllr. Garrick for his initiative to the youth of this Parish. I would also on behalf of Takeley Parish extend warm thanks and appreciation to Eric Rogers and Takeley Sports and Social Club for supporting Cllr. Garrick by providing a ‘home’ for this venture.
This Council will always co-operation with Essex Police and will support any means to progress youth initiatives.

I am pleased to announce that the Station House has been saved from demolition and has been renovated.

Those who were not aware this worth while project has taken six years of negotiation, at times it looked bleak that this historical building would be lost for ever. The end product is one of success with all liabilities being managed by Essex Country parks department.

Your parish Council intends to install an office in the building, so it can be said we have a home at last!    

The Parish Council is keen to see that Takeley Old School building is also saved from demolition or the site reallocated.

 On a sad note it is with great regret that we heard earlier this year of the death of Pastor Kraay. 
Pastor Kraay was the driving force and soul of the Chapel where he spent a life time of dedication to his church and his spiritual guidance was given enthusiastically and at our meetings, he will be missed.

In December 2005 Sid Brown an ex. P.Cllr also died, he was a man of great stature and brought valid experience to the Council.
Not only have I personally lost a dear friend, the parish has lost a committed supporter, Sid is irreplaceable. 
I have to inform this assembly that this will be my last Annual report. 2007 is election year and I will not be standing for re-election. I will have served 30 years as a Parish Councillor 15 years as Chairman and I feel it is time for younger members of this community to continue to represent the parish.
I have also been reliably informed that other parish Councillors including the Vice Chairman will also be standing down. The Vice Chairman, Cllr Carol Pratt has served 32 years as a councillor.

It is this parish Council intention to have in place a firm policy for the continuation and safeguarding of parish business both financial and community, these measures are before the council for its deliberation.
Before I finish I would like to welcome our new parish Councillor John Green to his first Annual Assembly.

A debt of gratitude is due to our village handy man Bob Muddle who performs a wonderful job in keeping the parish tidy.

On behalf of the parish I would like to acknowledge Cllr. Susan Flack our Essex County Councillor, and both our Uttlesford District Councillors Cllr’s Jackie Cheetham and Richard Harris for their continued support.

I extend personally thanks the members Parish Council for their continued support over the last year.  
As Chairman I appreciate the support given to the Council by the Parishioners of Takeley who have indorsed this Councils stand on all the major issues that face us.

· As Chairman of the Parish Council I have listened and will continue to listen to what you have to say! 
Finally I thank, Mr David Fossett, Takeley Parish Council Clerk.

David’s guidance over the last twelve months has been invaluable. 
David has informed us that he will be resigning at the end of this Council Term of Office; he has been the Parish Clerk for the past seven years and has been a stalwart in his support of us all.

We will be advertising for a replacement in the next couple of months so that the continuity of business of Takeley Parish Council will not be affected.

I express on behalf of the Parish Council and the residence of Takeley our grateful thanks for his dedication to this Parish
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