	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 7th October 2009, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Tricia Barber
Clr David Daykin

Clr. John Gregory
	Clr. Trevor Allen
Clr. Brian Baldwin
Clr John Orpin (19.35)

Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	Clr Richard Cheetham, Clr. John Green,  DC Jackie Cheetham

 

	Visitors:
	Mr. Martin Peachey, Residents: Mr. Alan Jones, Mr. Geoff Bagnall, Mr. Nick Free.
James Hadley, Daniel Sell & David Wright - Sports dirt jump course.



	09/205 Welcome and apologies: Vice Chairman Clr. Carol Pratt opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
09/206 Declarations of Interest: None
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

09/207 Minutes:
The minutes of the 2nd September 2009 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Clr John Orpin arrived (19.35)

09/208 Matters Arsing:
Off airport parking: Waltham Hall (Orange Parking Services) – operation has now been vacated.
Old House Farm, Parsonage Rd – some cars have been removed but the problem persists.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
09/209

Sports Field - Proposed Dirt Jump Course

James Hadley, David Wright & Daniel Sell (all 16 years old) presented a proposal to build an earth/dirt jump course for bikes in an area approximately 30ft x 30ft on the Sports Field.

A group of 11 volunteers have designed and planned the construction of this facility and would also like to present proposals to update the skate park at a later date.
TPC were pleased to receive this proposal and thanked the group for approaching the Parish Council.

TPC supports the proposal in principle and will arrange a site meeting to develop the proposal further.

Nov. agenda

09/210

Four Ashes Village Green
Having recently cleared a dead tree and planted Spring bulbs on the green TPC agreed to:

-Retain an SSE sign on the green.

-Refresh the design of the sign. ‘No airport expansion’ with SSE logo, with or without TPC logo.

-Martin Peachey will arrange for proofs to be presented at the Nov. Meeting.

-Clr Trevor Allen reminded members that TPC had previously agreed a replacement tree would be planted. The tree has been ordered and will be planted 26/10/09.

Nov mtg.

TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS
09/211
Report on National Express & Heavy Goods Vehicles through Takeley & Community Speed Watch’ campaign

Mr. Martin Peachey reported:

National Express Coaches

There were no National Express or Terravision coaches reported as seen going through the village during the month. 

Community Speed Watch

Monitoring was carried out in Takeley Street during the month.  Liaison continues with Hatfield Broad Oak CSW team and Essex Highways have started to install traffic calming measures there that are anticipated to be complete by November.  They consist of entry gates, road markings and flashing illuminated warning signs.
It was agreed that the Speed Watch volunteers should monitor current traffic speeds in Takeley and create further evidence to galvernise Police support to tackle HGVs travelling through Takeley. 
All note
09/212
Report on Highways Matters
· ECC Highways has confirmed the location for repositioning of village gates on Takeley/Canfield boundary.

· Parking Restriction scheme - the planned revisions are currently being ratified by ECC Legal Dept.
· The Clerk will report deteriorating road and footpath surfaces in Elm Close. There are several broken kerb stones that require repair.

· Clr Gregory thanked Clerk for arranging hedge trimming at BAA properties where footpaths were obstructed. TPC agreed to write to Strutton Parker re maintenance of BAA property invoicing for cost of hedge trimming.
All note

Clerk

09/213
Takeley Street - traffic calming measures
TPC approved an application to ECC Community Initiative Fund to finance proposed traffic calming measures in Takeley Street. 

The application must be submitted by 6th Nov.

It will include:

· ‘Slalom ‘ scheme ( 3 or 4 obstacles including either end of The Street) as per old A11 at Six Mile Bottom Camb/Suffolk border

· Changes to street lighting (request ECC Street Lighting Dept) or reduce wattage

· Signage package

· Speed activated sign

Cost estimate = £25-30k 
Clerk to submit application



	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	09/214
	September Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the reports & recommendation from the Planning Committee meetings 9th & 30th September 2009 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/1007/09/OP 1&2 Broadfield Villas, Dunmow Road

Brief Description: Outline application for 7 dwellings.

Recommendation: No objection 

UTT/1050/09/FUL Number Nothing, Station Road

Brief Description: Single storey extension, new pitched roof, loft conversion. 2 Dormers to front & roof lights to rear.
Recommendation: No objection 

UTT/1087/09/OP  Land North of Jacks Lane, Priors Green
Brief Description: Outline application with all matters reserved for 327 dwellings, including open space, internal road layout, landscaped areas or related facilities & infrastructure.

Recommendation: Objection 
UTT/1148/09/FUL Forward Coaching Facility, Stansted Airport
Brief Description: Section 73 application to vary condition C90A of planning permission UTT/1510/98/DFO from a temporary to permanently retain the Forward Coaching Facility.

Recommendation: No objection 

	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	09/215
	Priors Green Community Facilities & Open Spaces 
1. Site visit to Community Centre & Buffer Zone (UDC) outstanding. Awaiting confirmation of date from Roger Harborough (UDC)
2. Meeting with Gaynor Bradley (UDC) re expert knowledge of setting up and running a community centre pending site visit.

3. Awaiting confirmation from Little Canfield PC re their interest. Chairman Richard Cheetham to discuss options with Lt Canfield Chairman prior to Nov. Mtg.
	Nov mtg


	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	09/216
	Council Vacancies
Since the last meeting TPC has received 3 expressions of interest for the 2 council vacancies:-
Mr. Alan Jones, Mr. Nick Free & Mr. Trevor Bright.
Mr. Geoff Bagnall has now completed his move to the village and remains interested in joining the Council.

TPC agreed:

-All applicants were invited to attend a couple of TPC meetings in order to understand the business of the Council before confirming their application.

-The vacancy should be closed.

-Candidates should submit a written application to the Council for the December meeting when vacancies will be appointed.
	

	09/217
	September Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for September 2009 were tabled & agreed.
TPC noted a completed bank reconciliation
	All note

	09/218
	Actual v Budgets to September

Sports Field water - overspend noted.
Schedule agreed
	All note

	09/219
	CPRE Renewal Subscription
TPC approved renewal subscription £29 (LY £28)
	All note

	09/220
	Friends of Essex Heritage
TPC approved renewal subscription £15
	All note

	09/221
	Station House Lease
The Clerk reported feedback from Mr. Paul Abbott, advisor to County Clr Sarah Candy:

‘ In light of Cllr Martin’s previous commitment to the Parish Council, and the political direction that Cllr Candy wants to move in, she has instructed that she would like the following approach to be progressed as soon as possible, if Asset Management believes that it is achievable and fulfils our statutory obligations: 
 
1. The scheme for separating the ground floor (i.e. the proposed work by Atkins) to be halted;
2. Takeley Parish Council (and all subsequent Parish Councils) to be included in the same rent subsidy scheme that we are now extending to our 3rd sector tenants; 
3. In the case of Takeley, for the Parish Council to be granted a lease of the entire ground floor at what amounts to a peppercorn rent (factoring in the grant); 
4. Takeley PC to take over liability for the general upkeep of the property, insurances, etc, as part of the conditions of their lease; and
5. Takeley PC to be provided with historical data about the rough annual costs of this liability, to enable them to charge community groups using the space at an appropriate level. 
The formal decision will have to be processed through democratic governance on this end, but now this matter has come to her attention she will do everything she can to put things right. I can only apologise for the frustration you’ve had previously. ‘

TPC members are encouraged by this latest response & will await confirmation of details.
	Nov. mtg

	09/222
	Newsletter Printing
Following announcement of Rev. L Bond’s relocation, TPC discussed options for printing of TPC Newsletter.

The Clerk has approached several local sources and received commercial quotes from 3 printing companies.

TPC agreed to research purchasing the required equipment to perform in-house printing. The Clerk will report in Nov.

It was acknowledged that if TPC chooses to purchase printing equipment an interim arrangement will be required for the Nov. issue of TPC newsletter.
	Nov mtg

	09/223
	Clerks Salary -NALC Award 2009/10
NALC has announced a 1% pay award for 2009/10 and increased holiday entitlement to a minimum of 21 days per annum with an additional 4 days after 5 yrs continuous service.

TPC will agree to adopt NALC salary award and changes to holiday entitlement.

This equates to an annual increase of £224 for the Clerk.
	All note

	09/224
	Quality Status
(criteria attached)
TPC agreed to proceed with completing the Quality Status qualification.

The application fee of £117 will be paid. 
	All note

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	09/225
	ECC Highways Dept consulting on proposed parking restrictions at Hatfield Forest Rd, Bush End
TPC reiterated its support for the scheme. The Clerk will respond accordingly.
	All note

	09/226
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report
Clr John Green reported:

Recreation Ground: Chestnut Way end – hinge on gate broken. Catches on both gates need replacing.
Sports Field: Tidy & in good order.
	All note



	09/227
	Sports Field Trim Trail

To remove trim trail, cut off posts below ground, backfill with soil and lay grass seed (leaving timber in pile for collection) - quote £350-400

TPC agreed to accept quote & proceed with work.

	All note

	09/228
	Footpaths & Trees 
Clr Trevor Allen reported that UDC has provided a full set of Tree Protection Orders (TPO’s) for Takeley. He is now in the process of mapping these with Clr John Green.
The footpath between Waltham Hall and Molehill Green is very boggy. TPC is concerned about the depth of lying water. TPC will report to Essex County Council.

Approximately 60 sapling trees (donated by the school) require re-potting/planting out. Clr Allen has requested the donation of large pots for re-planting. An advert will be placed in the November Newsletter re silver birch and maple saplings.


	All note
Report ECC



	09/229
	Molehill Green Village Green
Clr Allen reported on a meeting with Michelle Gardiner of ECC re creating a wild flower meadow on the village green.

TPC support this proposal and will await further details from ECC.

This may also be a suitable solution for the replacement village green near Warish Hall (when confirmed).
	Future agenda

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	09/230
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues

Monthly Police Liaison meeting Wed. 14th October.


	All note

	09/231
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report. 
TPC agreed ‘no comment’ to UDC Gambling Act Policy Review’
	All note



	09/232
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report
	All note




The meeting finished at 10.00pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 4th November 2009 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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