	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 2nd November 2011, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Richard Cheetham

Clr Carol Pratt
Clr. John Gregory
Clr Brian Baldwin

Clr Alan Jones

Clr Tricia Barber


	Clr Trevor Allen

Clr Nick Free

Clr John Green

Clr Geoff Bagnall

Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	Clr John Orpin, District Clr Jackie Cheetham, and Mr. Martin Peachey (resident)


	Visitors:
	Mr. Tom Reynolds (PPS -Land Securities)

	11/244 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
11/245 Declarations of Interest: Clrs Brian Baldwin & Tricia Barber declared an interest relating to ‘Church yard maintenance’ as they are members of the PCC.
Clrs Alan Jones & Geoff Bagnall declared a personal interest in Jacks Lane as there live on/adjacent to Jacks Lane.
Clr Alan Jones declared a personal interest in Little Canfield Allotments as he has been allocated a plot.
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

11/246 Minutes:
The minutes of the 5th October 2011 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
11/247 Matters Arising:
· Priors Green marketing suite - planning appeal decision pending
· Clr Carol Pratt has revamped the 2 planters on the Four Ashes village green.

11/248 Open Forum:
· Resident Miss Marilyn Sayers has written asking if TPC had discussed an ‘oil buying group’.   TPC members are aware of a number of groups operating in the area. It would not be appropriate for TPC to coordinate such a group. Members recommend that Miss Sayers uses either the internet or an advertisement in the Parish Council newsletter to find an appropriate provider.
· Clr John Gregory attended the ‘Uttlesford Future’ (27th Oct. 2011) which focused on Local Strategic Partnerships, Localism/Big Society
· Clr Richard Cheetham attended a meeting with the CAA re flight paths & noise
· Clr Carol Pratt attended the STACC meeting (26th Oct. 2011) to raise airport related parking and littering along Molehill Green Road and School Lane. BAA failed to answer the question. TPC has since received a letter from Mr. Roger Harborough (UDC) outlining UDC’s commitment to keep the road free of litter however there is evidence of fly tipping on private (BAA owned) land.

The Clerk will write to BAA to reiterate the question and request a response.

Members also agreed that the TPC should thank Mr. Roger Harborough, but make comment that the UDC service costs Uttlesford taxpayers to pick up airport related litter. TPC will request that UDC keep TPC informed of any progress in discussions with BAA, and clarify what the ‘Uttlesford Ranger Service’ is.

· Clr Richard Cheetham attended the South Uttlesford Community Forum (4th Oct 2011):
-Essex Police Reform Programme

-Waste & Recycling

-New Homes Bonus Scheme

· Mr. Martin Peachey (resident) submitted a written report:

Community Speed Watch: sharing radar gun with Hatfield Broad Oak later in November. Will focus on Brewers End.

PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT
11/249
Planning Committee Report & Recommendations 26/10/11
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the report & recommendations as follows:

UTT/2007/11/FUL Unit 6024 & 6025 Stansted Site 600, Taylors End, Stansted Airport

Brief Description: Retrospective application for external alterations comprising insertion of roller shutter door, fire escape and reconfiguration of external yard. 

Recommendation: No comment
UTT/1880/11/FUL Southgate Hotel, Thremhall Avenue, Stansted Airport

Brief Description: Removal of Condition C90B (No development shall take place until further details of soft & water landscaping works have been submitted, & comply with Advice Note 3 - Potential Bird Hazards from amenity landscaping & building design)

C90E (Prior to commencement of any development, a scheme for the provision and implementation of pollution control shall be submitted)

Recommendation: No comment
UTT/1951/11/FUL 5 Harvest Fields, Brewers End

Brief Description: Installation of solar panels to front elevation 

Recommendation: In view of the close proximity to houses opposite, UDC should consult with those residents who may experience some visual intrusion to ensure that there are no objections.

In principle TPC has no objection to green energy solutions.
UTT/1907/11/FUL 20 Elm Close 

Brief Description: Proposed side & rear extension 

Recommendation: TPC has no objection providing the site maintains an adequate off road parking provision.
UTT/1991/11/FUL 1 & 2 Bridgefoot Cottages, Parsonage Road

Brief Description: Demolition of existing cattery. Erection of 2 storey side extension to existing bed & breakfast accommodation. Retrospective change of use of existing extension to create 3 B&B rooms. Change of use of existing garage & residential annexe to create 7 B&B rooms. Improvement to existing access & visibility splays.

Recommendation: Objection
ENFORCEMENT CASES

Members reviewed current live enforcement case & will submit a omprehensive document to UDC.

Some cases should be closed as the details are no longer relevant, whilst a number of long standing cases are still unresolved and require action by UDC.
Clerk has responded
to meet UDC deadlines

11/250
TPC noted the following Planning Applications/Decisions:

ESS/50/11/UTT Elsenham Quarry

Extraction of sand as an extension to the existing quarry with restoration to agriculture at lower level (without landfill), including retention of existing access, office & weighbridge.

Comments required by 20th December. TPC Planning Committee will review this at the next meeting & report to TPC in December.

CC/UTT/112/10 Takeley Primary School, Bennett Canfield, Priors Green

Non material amendment of planning permission CC/UTT/112/10 to allow a minor change to the external brickwork.

The above non-material amendment was approved by Essex County Council 27/10/11.
All note
11/251
Priors Green Community Hall - Transfer of Title

TPC is awaiting further information re car parking provision & costs. 
UDC has confirmed that as the current owners they will progress this matter with the developer, Henry Davidson, on behalf of the Parish Council.
Members agreed to carry this item forward to the December meeting.

Dec. agenda

CONSULTATIONS

11/252
UDC Review of Polling Stations

(previously circulated)
UDC has requested confirmation to agree final proposals retaining Silver Jubilee Hall & Molehill Green Village Hall, and in addition proposes Priors Green Community Hall for future polling. Consultation closes 3/11/11

TPC endorsed support for the proposal agreed at the October meeting (11/224). Members are concerned that residents maybe confused about where to vote given the number and names of community facilities in Takeley & Lt. Canfield (e.g. Priors Green Community Hall, Takeley Community Centre) The Clerk will convey these concerns to UDC and request that location descriptions are very explicit.
All note/

Clerk
11/253
Review of Essex County Council Corporate Vision - proposal
(previously circulated)
TPC agreed the following comments:
· ECC should focus on doing the basics well.

· Improved speed of response

· Greater efficiency

· Delivering services

· Value for money

· Services that are out sourced must included robust checks and measurement.

The Clerk will incorporate these comments into a response required by 20/11/11
11/254

Boundary Commission – Parliamentary Constituency Review 2013
Consultation ends 5th Dec. 2011.

(previously circulated)
Takeley Parish Council has reviewed the proposed Parliamentary Constituency Boundary changes and agreed the following comments:

· This is a mathematical exercise that realizes little benefit (reducing constituencies from 533 to 502 - 5%)

· The proposal creates many illogical mismatches with no reference to natural linkages of towns and villages.
· TPC empathizes with Hatfield Heath PC and will respond accordingly.
All note/

Clerk


	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	11/255
	October 2011 Financial Report 

 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for October 2011 were tabled & agreed.

TPC noted a completed bank reconciliation.

	All note

	11/256

	Finance Committee Report & Recommendations 19/10/11 

(previously circulated)

· TPC approved nominations for Clrs Nick Free & Geoff Bagnall to join the Finance Committee.
· TPC approved the following revised budgets for 2011/12:

Current Budget (£)

Revised Budget  (£)

Diff

(£+/-)

Comment

Newsletter Advertising
1000

1000

Nil

Encourage increased advertising revenue by targeting the Grapevine advertisers.

RECEIPTS 

74050

74050

Nil

Council mileage (employee)

50

100

+50

YTD = £60

Station House

0

5000

-

Move £5k from ‘Projects ‘ reserves to cover lease (from 1/9/11) & expenses

Newsletter printing

2000

2500

+500

Seeking new supplier - Indicative quotes show that the cost of printing will at least double (Feb 2012 issue)

Election Expenses

1000

1000

Nil

Election postponed until 2012. Retain budget to cfwd to 2012/13.

Sports Field electricity

100

200

+100

YTD+ £114. Increased prices.

Rec. Grd Equipment Maintenance

1000

1000

nil

Move budget & include in ‘Rec. Grd Maintenance’

S137 Free Resource

5000

6000

+1000

Increased requests from community groups

EXPENSES

68270

69920

+165

75907

Including £5k Stn House Res. & £987 War Memorial Res.

War Memorial 

£1k budget 2010/11 cfwd
£

Renovation costs

1386

Less vat

231

Less donations

395

Net cost

760

Awaiting outcome of grant application

Reserves:
£

Comment

Community Projects

34184

Takeley Forum

2500

Reserved Sept 2011

Station House

nil

Sports Field & Rec Grd

4262

Legal Advice

4000

Parish plan

1000

Clerk Gratuity

2090

TOTAL

48036

BALANCE: £32 681
Projects for allocation of S106 & New Homes Bonus
TPC agreed the following proposal:
· Recreation Ground Project (up to £35k) - phase 1 agreed May 2011

· Silver Jubilee Hall - Awaiting confirmation of plans from SJH Committee.

· Sports Fields Phase 1 agreed May 2011, recommend phase 2 – car parking £40k
· Lt Canfield Allotments - recommend £8k toilet facility

Others:

· Pursue new stop & shelter at Canfield Rd from Priors Green S106 monies (£1k).

· Station House reserve (£5k) transferred to budget line 2011/12

· Parish Plan - £1k

· Quality Status £200 fees

· Diamond Jubilee £6.5k

TPC agreed to publish the above list of projects in the next TPC newsletter to reaffirm public support for Recreation Ground Refurb and Sports Fields Development, to gauge public support for contributing to the Lt. Canfield Allotment project, and to request feedback on other community projects that residents would like to see TPC support.

2012/13 Budgets approved - see schedule attached

TPC approved a  Precept of £75k (this will reflect the number of new homes coming on stream)
	All note


	11/257
	Allocation of New Homes Bonus
(previously circulated)
TPC noted the email re allocation of NHB monies from Wimbish Parish Council & agreed to make no comment at this time.
	All note

	11/258
	Station House – Terms of Lease 
(previously circulated)

TPC reviewed the terms proposed by ECC, agreeing to accept the 3 year lease, and agreed to respond incorporating the following points ‘without prejudice & subject to contract’:

· TPC will increase public liability to £10m (cost £31.13 per year)
· TPC will take over utility bills

· TPC will pay the specified service charges providing ECC:

1.  Demonstrate evidence of regular necessary safety inspections including boiler, security alarm system, fire alarms & electrical inspections & PAT testing

2. Provide contact point for future maintenance issues (currently no authority to access Atkins services)

3. Provide written notification of future works with costings in advance if the annual cost of maintenance and insurance will exceed £1500 in any one year.

· The purchase process will be investigated separately within the 3 year lease period.
· The letter should be copied to Mr. P Oddy (Lambert Smith Hampton), Mark Handford - Jones (ECC), ECC Cabinet Member Cllr Derrick Louis.
	All note/

Clerk

	11/259
	Station House Caretaker role
(previously circulated)

TPC approved an amended version of the specification and agreed to advertise the role in the next TPC newsletter.

	All note/

Clerk

	11/260
	Holy Trinity Churchyard Maintenance

(previously circulated)

Rev. Rob Burles has written to TPC on behalf of the PCC to request a grant towards maintenance of the churchyard.

TPC approved a grant of £1k
	All note/

Clerk

	11/261
	Friends of Essex Heritage membership renewal
TPC approved £15 annual membership renewal.
	All note/

Clerk

	11/262
	CPRE membership renewal
TPC approved £29 annual membership renewal.

	All note/

Clerk

	11/263
	Essex Air Ambulance donation request
(previously circulated)

TPC approved a donation of £500.
	All note/

Clerk

	11/264
	Takeley Community Group

TPC agreed to consider this request as an extraordinary item
As requested earlier in the year, Takeley Community Group has provided an update and has requested a further contribution to cover the costs of the Christmas party.
TPC approved a contribution of £250 to provide Christmas presents for the children that attend the Christmas party (approx. 70)
	All note/

Clerk

	11/265
	Communicating with the Community - ‘Takeley Forum’

Clr Nick Free reported progress of ‘Takeley forum’:
-Deposit paid

- met with development company to detail requirements.

-Drafts and templates will be shared with TPC members

-Clerk & Clr Free will submit a summary of comments to development company

-Next payment upon completion

-Target is to launch in December. 
	All note


	TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

	11/266
	Report on Highways Matters.

Cllr Brian Baldwin reported:
· White lining in Roseacres is fading (including traffic calming & entrance junction)

· Box junction at Elm Close/Stn Road is still outstanding

· Parsonage Road 30mph roundels (x2) have been vandalised

· 30mph sign at Bush End turning B1256 (Takeley Street) obstructed by trees and knocked sideways (west bound)

· B1256 in front of Silver Jubilee Hall – large pothole 2” deep developing on westbound carriage way.
· ECC notice re temporary closure of Waltham Hall Road on 3rd & 4th Nov. between 20:00 to 06:00 for high friction surfacing work to carriageway.
	All note/
Clerk to report to ECC Highways


	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	11/267
	UDC Changes to Waste Collections for Spring 2012

(previously circulated)
Continued weekend skip service will cost £1720 per annum. UDC has offered a 50% discount for year 1. LCPC has agreed to share the cost with TPC.
TPC confirmed intention to continue the weekend skip service.

	All note/

Clerk

	11/268
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report

Clr John Green has completed an inspection & reported:

Recreation Ground: Site is tidy & equipment in good order. 
Rubbish bin has been burnt to the ground by vandals. Police are aware.

Trim trail bottom chain requires tightening.

Sports Field: Site is tidy & equipment in good order

The Clerk confirmed that TPC’s nomination to the QE2 Fields in Trust had been successful and that all members and residents should be encouraged to vote for the sites via the Fields in Trust website before the end of November.
	All note/

Clerk



	11/269
	Jacks Lane

Clr Geoff Bagnall reported that:

· He has contact Mr. Euan Kennedy to confirm that as the land owner he will be required to make any application to change the status of Jacks Lane.
· Advise has been sourced from Garry White – Essex County Council

· The objective is to extinguish vehicle access (as per Flitch Way) on safety grounds due to the relocation of Takeley Primary School under the Town & Country Planning Act.

· The Clerk will forward contact details to request representations from interested parties.
	All note/
Dec agenda

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	11/270
	Diamond Jubilee 2012

TPC agreed to carry this item forward to the December meeting
	All note/Dec agenda

	11/271
	Clerks Report

Clr Carol Pratt to arrange the flowers for Remembrance Sunday Service on 13th November.

	All note

	11/272
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report.


	All note




The meeting finished at 11.22pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 7th December 2011 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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