IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS
Changes made to polling arrangements in Takeley

Uttlesford District Council has reviewed and changed polling arrangements in Takeley as described in more detail in the following fact sheet.  The new arrangements will come into effect in 2012, and will first be used at the parish council elections on 3 May.
In 2010 and 2011 the Council reviewed the parish boundary between Little Canfield and Takeley at the new residential development located at Priors Green.  The Priors Green development is divided between the two parishes along the historic boundary line.  The purpose of the review was to investigate whether it would be possible to change the parish boundary in such a way that it would better reflect the interests and identities of the people living at Priors Green and in the immediately surrounding area.
In the event it did not prove possible to find a solution that had the support of the majority of residents.  The Council decided to leave the boundary unchanged so that parts of the Priors Green development would continue to be located in both Little Canfield and Takeley parishes.

However, the review did result in agreement to change the number of parish councillors to be elected in both Little Canfield and Takeley.  This was to reflect the increased number of electors in both parishes brought about primarily by the growth of Priors Green.  
As a result of the review the election of parish councillors in both Little Canfield and Takeley was delayed by one year and the election will now take place on 3 May 2012 when the new arrangements described below will come into effect.

Following the conclusion of the parish boundary review a further review of polling arrangements was carried out.  This concluded that a combination of forecast electorate growth and a consequent shift in the patterns of occupation in Takeley justifies the creation of a new polling district of Takeley Priors Green using the Priors Green Community Centre at Bennet Canfield as the new polling venue.  To achieve a satisfactory polling district boundary and to provide convenient facilities for electors living in Takeley, the new polling district will include some surrounding areas such as Bambers Green, Smiths Green and Jacks Lane.  
The new polling facility will serve the following roads and streets:
Bambers Green (that part not in the existing Mole Hill Green polling district); Barnard Close; Bennet Canfield; Broadfield Road; Buckland Mews; Burgattes Road (part in Takeley parish only); Cawbeck Road; Champneys Way; Chapmans Close; Colemans Close; Dunmow Road (part in Takeley parish east of Smiths Green only); Farmer Close; Fleming Road; Garden Drive; Garrett Road; Gaynsford Place; Gilders Road; Goodwins Close; Hampton Road; Hubberd Road; Jacks Lane; Loveden Way; Marshalls Way; Mountford Close; Newman Road; Parker Way; Ramsey Drive; Roding Drive; Saffron Way; Smiths Green; Speller Way; The Croft; Warish Hall Road; and Wintershutt Road
Registered electors in the remainder of Takeley parish not included in Mole Hill Green polling district will continue to vote at the Silver Jubilee Hall in Brewers End.

It is important to emphasise that there remains scope for possible confusion in two respects.  First, because the parish boundary has not been altered, electors will continue to vote in the parish in which they are actually located.  Therefore, electors in Little Canfield, including those who are resident at Priors Green, must continue to vote at Little Canfield Village Hall opposite Mill Court on Stortford Road.

Second, the postal address of all properties located on the new development at Priors Green, unlike many of the surrounding properties, will continue to be Little Canfield (CM6) rather than Takeley (CM22), regardless of the parish in which they are located.  Postal addresses were allocated to the properties by Royal Mail to match the relevant sorting and delivery areas and have no bearing on the parish of origin or polling location allocated to each property.
For further information about the polling review or about any of the new polling arrangements in Takeley, please contact Peter Snow, or anyone else in the electoral office, on 01799 510430/1/2 or at elections@uttlesford.gov.uk. 

