	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 1st September 2010, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Richard Cheetham

Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Brian Baldwin
Clr John Green

Clr. Trevor Allen

Clr. John Gregory


	Clr John Orpin 
Clr Geoff Bagnall

Clr Tricia Barber

Clr David Daykin

Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	Clr. Alan Jones, Clr Brian Baldwin, District Cllr Jackie Cheetham


	Visitors:
	Mr. Pat Salmon (Takeley History Society)

	10/174 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
10/175 Declarations of Interest: None.
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

10/176 Minutes:
The minutes of the 4th August 2010 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

10/177 Matters Arising:

· The large pothole in Priors Wood Road has still not been repaired despite originally being reported to Essex County Council Highways Dept in June. Members agreed that this matter should now be escalated further. The Clerk will submit a formal complaint to ECC.
TAKELEY WAR MEMORIAL

10/178

Members agreed that this item be brought forward.
TPC received an application from Takeley History Society to add one inscription to the War Memorial.
Mr Pat Salmon addressed the Council on behalf of Takeley History Society.

In 1917 a local paper reported that Takeley soldier Arthur Cyril Garrett had been killed in action during the battles for Umbrella Hill, Palestine and was awarded the Military Medal for Gallantry.

The 1901 census confirms that he lived in Jacks Lane.

There is no memorial to his name on any cenotaph in the UK.

Mr. Salmon provided detailed information on the extensive research the History Society has undertaken. The group has requested that private Garrett’s name is added to the Takeley memorial.
TPC thanked the History Society; and in particular Mr. Pat Salmon & Clr Trevor Allen for their work, and approved this application. TPC resolved to:

· Add private (201222) AC Garrett’s name to the memorial

· Add WW2 dates to the top of the memorial

· Clean the memorial

· Re-engrave any worn inscriptions (particularly on the civilian stone)

· The Clerk will now progress the application for grant funding from the War memorial Trust.

· TPC will investigate the purchase of a flower trough in stone to match the memorial.

· Following completion of work a rededication service will be arranged and AC Garrett’s family will be invited.

All note
Clerk

PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT
10/179
Planning Committee meeting 4th August & 25th August 2010

.
UTT/1130 & 1131/10/FUL (LB) Sheering Hall, Bambers Green
Brief Description: Change of use from carriage house to dwelling & 2 storey side extension
Recommendation: Objection 
UTT/1211/10/FUL Cherups, Smiths Green

 Brief Description: Proposed garage.
Recommendation: Objection 
ESS/26/ 10/UTT Frogs Hall Farm, Bambers Green

 Brief Description: Continuation of restoration of site previously used as a borrow pit without compliance to condition No. 2 attached to planning permission ref: ESS/06/01/UTT to allow alternative restoration scheme to be implemented on site incorporating a seasonal wetland.

Recommendation: No objection 
UTT/1246/10/FUL Bridgefoot Cottage, Parsonage Road

Brief Description: Change of use of 2 outbuildings to form additional bed & breakfast accommodation. Proposed extension to outbuildings.
Recommendation: Objection
UTT/1226/10/FUL Willow Tree Cottage, Broadfield Road

 Brief Description: Demolition of existing dwelling & outbuildings. Erection of 10 dwellings & garages. Construction of new vehicular & pedestrian access.

Recommendation: Objection
UTT/1428/10/FUL & UTT/1429/10/LB The White House, Smiths Green

 Brief Description: Part demolition of outbuilding. Conversion & erection of 2 storey extension to coach house to provide bed & breakfast accommodation.

Recommendation: No comment.
UTT/1110/10/DFO Area C Land North of Jacks Lane, Priors Green

Brief Description: Details following outline approval UTT/0714/09/OP for erection of 98 1,2,3,4,5 bed houses & apartments, plus associated roads, paths, drives, car parking, garages & landscaping.

Recommendation: Info only
UTT/1136/10/DFO  Phase A North of Jacks Lane, Priors Green

Brief Description: Details following outline approval UTT/0714/09/OP for erection of 98 1,2,3,4,5 bed houses & apartments, plus associated roads, paths, drives, car parking, garages & landscaping.

Recommendation: Reserved matters (info only)

TPC approved the reports & recommendations of the Planning Committee.
Clerk has responded under delegated powers to meet UDC deadlines

10/180
UTT/1125/10/FUL

Welcome Break Birchanger Green Motorway Service Area Junction 8 M11 Motorway Old Dunmow Road Birchanger

Construction of new exit from Birchanger Green Service Area onto A120 roundabout. Additional 84 No. car parking spaces and 7 No. caravan parking spaces.
Takeley Parish Council has not been notified of this application.

The public notice was picked up in the Herts & Essex observer.

TPC members agreed that whilst this had not been previously notified to members, this was of interest to Takeley and that TPC should make comment to UDC (deadline 16/9/10).
Takeley Parish Council objects to this application. The proposed access road will cross green belt land. This land is protected and the evidence supporting the application provides no acceptable justification for permitting this access road. TPC concluded that there would be no material benefit to the traffic flow at M11 junction 8, and that far from alleviate the problem this proposal would further add to the congestion at the A120 roundabout.

TPC supports the detailed objections of Birchanger Parish Council.
TPC is concerned that important planning notices are not adequately advertised. The Clerk will request UDC publications policy and discuss at the October meeting.
Clerk to submit response to meet UDC deadline.

Clerk/Oct. mtg

CONSULTATION

10/181
Govt Consultation Paper - Local Referendums to Veto Excessive Council Tax Increases.
This consultation was forwarded by UDC requesting comment for the District Council’s response to the Secretary of State.

Clr Geoff Bagnall reviewed this consultation and provided written comments to members.

Takeley Parish Council has reviewed the consultation paper and agreed the following comments:

· Members agreed that the proposal for local referendum would be bureaucratic and too expensive.

· The current arrangements should be retained.

· Ultimately the electorate have the opportunity to deselect leaders and councillors at local elections.

· Providing parish councils adhere to the guidance of the EALC there is currently and adequate and transparent process in place. As an example, Takeley Parish Council Finance Committee builds a bottom up, detailed budget plan each October to December. From the budget plan a precept amount is proposed. At the December full Council meeting the budget plan and proposed precept is debated and agreed. Each committee and full Council meeting has an agenda which is made public thereby giving residents adequate opportunity to make comment.

At the end of each financial quarter the budget plan v expenditure is reviewed as part of a full Council meeting. If residents are unhappy with the way members manage Council finances they have the opportunity to comment at every stage. 

Clerk to respond/

All note

10/182
UDC Community Governance Review 2010/11

TPC discussed the review & agreed the following observations & comments:

· Neither UDC nor Little Canfield PC has any ambition to change the current parish boundaries.
· TPC noted that from inception Priors Green was intended to be integrated into the existing communities.

· Unless a large number of people come forward to suggest otherwise, TPC believe it is too early in the life of Priors Green to make any judgement regarding boundary changes. The Priors Green community should be allowed time to evolve.

· At the next local elections residents of Priors Green should be actively encouraged to join Takeley Parish Council.

· TPC and LCPC have previously discussed the possibility of merging the 2 parishes. It was concluded that there was no desire to join the parishes.

· TPC notes that Royal Mail has created confusion for the residents of Priors Green by insisting all residents have a Little Canfield post code because their mail is sorted at Dunmow. In fact two thirds of Priors Green residents will live in the parish of Takeley. UDC should continue to make representations to the Post Office in order to influence a change in policy.
All note

Clerk to respond by 30/9/10


	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	10/183
	August 2010 Financial Report 

 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for August 2010 were tabled & agreed.

TPC noted completed bank reconciliation.
	All note

	10/184
	Grass Cutting Contract

TPC agreed to request a revised quote.
	All note
Oct agenda

	TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

	10/185
	Report on Highways Matters
The Clerk reported:

· Average Speed Cameras (for B1256 Takeley Street - Dunmow Rd). The clerk has contacted Essex County Council and Speed Check Services to research the policy on average speed cameras & the cost implications for a system that covers Takeley west to east/east to west along B1256. 
TPC concluded that Takeley does not meet the criteria to warrant an installation, and costs are prohibitive (£150 -200k for equipment, £50 for installation, £15k annual maintenance, plus upwards of £50k to provide power supply).
· ECC Highways has published the Order extending the current Parking Restriction Scheme in Takeley.
· Clr Gregory reported potholes in Longcroft. The surface is breaking up all the way along.
	All note.
Clerk to report to ECC Highways.

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	10/186
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report

Clr John Green has completed an inspection & reported:

Recreation Ground: Equipment in good order. 
Sports Field: Portacabin broken into. Skate Park ramp safety rail stolen. Reported to Police. Clerk to report to insurance company and arrange a quote for repair.

	All note



	10/187
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Notices

Clerk updated TPC re templates which have been checked and meet ROSPA standards.

TPC agreed that quotes should be obtained for the next meeting.


	All note/Oct mtg

	10/188
	Cleaning of Bus Shelters & Chestnut Way Pond

Clr Daykin proposed that TPC agree a schedule for the ongoing cleaning & maintenance of 3 x bus shelters in Parsonage Road & Chestnut Way pond.
TPC agreed to:

· Obtain quote to clean bus shelters in Parsonage Rd. Once a price had been obtained for a single clean TPC will agree how many times per year the bus shelters should be cleaned.

· TPC does not own Chestnut Way pond. However TPC agreed that having been unable to trace the owner, the Council will coordinate an annual event to organise a team of volunteers who will assist with clearing debris from the pond and prune surrounding trees and bushes.
	All note/
Oct mtg.

	10/189
	Footpaths & Trees
· Cllr Allen reported 2 dead trees in Elm Close extension. Clr Allen will arrange a quote to remove them.
· Parish inventories for TPO’s and footpaths have been completed. Outstanding queries have now been forwarded to Ben Smeden (UDC) and ECC PROW team requesting assistance.
	All note 



	VILLAGE SERVICES

	 10/190
	Clerks Report

 TPC noted the report.

· Cllrs Richard Cheetham & Trevor Allen to remove SSE sign framework from Four Ashes Green
	All note

	10/191
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report
	All note




The meeting finished at 22.07pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 6th October 2010 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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