	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 4th August 2010, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Richard Cheetham
Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Brian Baldwin
Clr John Green

Clr. Trevor Allen


	Clr John Orpin (19.36)
Clr Geoff Bagnall

Clr Tricia Barber

Clr David Daykin

Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	 Clr. John Gregory, Clr. Alan Jones



	Visitors:
	District Cllr Jackie Cheetham

	10/151 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members, and received apologies as above. 
10/152 Declarations of Interest: Clrs Trevor Allen & David Daykin declared an interest in the item relating to Priors Green Community Hall. They are both members of the Silver Jubilee Hall management committee. Their interest is not prejudicial.
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

10/153 Minutes:
The minutes of the 7th July 2010 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

10/154 Matters Arising:

· Little Canfield Parish Council has confirmed that it agrees that Takeley Parish Council should become the ‘custodian trustee’ of Priors Green Community Hall.
· BAA HOS Scheme – awaiting feedback from Sir Alan Haselhurst MP/Govt ministers.

· The hedge obstructing the exit of Warish Hall Rd onto the B1256 has been cut back.

PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT
10/155
Planning Committee meeting 14th July 2010

.
UTT/1047/10/FUL Leigh Cottage, 1 Station Road
 Brief Description: Replacement garage
Recommendation: No objection 
UTT/0872/10/LB The Grange, Bambers Green

 Brief Description: Strengthening works to deflecting floor beams & joists
Recommendation: No objection 
UTT/1155/10/OP Former Canfield Service Station, Dunmow Road

 Brief Description: Erection of 4 dwellings with garages
Recommendation: No objection 
UTT/1064/10/REN Land south of Willow Tree Cottage, Broadfield Rd

 Brief Description: Renewal of outline application for the erection of 2 dwellings with all matters reserved
 Recommendation: Objection 

Unable to comment as there are no details regarding the type/size of proposed dwelling or access to these dwellings. TPC is concerned that the narrow nature of the plot restricts development potential for 2 dwellings.
UTT/1089/10/FUL Warren House, Thorndon Road

 Brief Description: Erection of 7 dwellings
Recommendation: The application sits with Lt. Canfield & TPC will therefore support LCPC’s comment. TPC notes that the proposal seeks to over intensify the site. 
UTT/1136/10/DFO Phase A, Land North of Jack’s Lane, Priors Green

 Brief Description: Details following outline approval UTT/0714/09/OP for erection of 87 dwellings
Recommendation: No objection - TPC is pleased to see an increase to the number of smaller homes whilst decreasing the number of 4/5 beds
UTT/1110/10/DFO Area C, Land North of Jack’s Lane, Priors Green

 Brief Description: Details following outline approval UTT/0714/09/OP for erection of 98; 2, 3, 4 & 5 Bed houses & apartments.

Recommendation: No objection 

Based on previous poor experience of ‘buffer zone’ management and the ongoing saga of Broadfield Rd ditch, TPC would implore UDC to enforce strong conditions re proposals to maintain a ‘buffer zone’ between the site & Jack’s Lane.  Issues of ownership and long term maintenance must be addressed to provide clear accountability for the future maintenance of this important feature.
TPC approved the report & recommendations of the Planning Committee.
Clerk has responded under delegated powers to meet UDC deadlines

10/156
Priors Green Community Hall 
Clr Richard Cheetham reported that the opening ceremony on Saturday, 17th July was well attended. Visitors were very complimentary about the facility. This bodes well for the future of the hall.
The Clerk reported:

Management Committee meeting had been postponed as Sue Sheppard (RCCE) was unable to attend. The meeting will be rescheduled shortly.
Little Canfield Parish Council has agreed that TPC should be the custodian trustee for the hall.

TPC agreed that the joint working party should review the model trust deed (from RCCE) and make a report and recommendations to the full Council.

All note

Clerk to arrange.

10/157
Station House & School House
TPC will discuss current strategy following the recent announcement of ECC property review.

· Sir Alan Haselhurst has acknowledged receipt of a letter from TPC outlining the Council’s concerns regarding ongoing tenancy. None of the other parties have replied. 

· Part of the old school house and the cricket pitch is controlled by the Church. There is status quo until 2014.

· Clr Daykin expressed his concern that Essex County Council will seek to dispose of their properties for development. Residents of Takeley should be mindful of this.

· TPC agreed that the Clerk should write to Essex County Council and request that TPC is advised of any intentions re County Council property in Takeley as soon as the current review is concluded.
All note

Clerk



	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	10/158
	July 2010 Financial Report 

 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for July 2010 were tabled & agreed.

TPC noted completed bank reconciliation.
	All note

	10/159
	Uttlesford Homestart request for donation 

TPC agreed to donate £500 to Uttlesford Homestart
	All note

	TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

	10/160
	Report on Highways Matters
Clr Brian Baldwin reported:

· Priorswood Court - large pothole reported to Highways Dept.

· Essex Speed Management Strategy 2010 says ‘ speed activated signs should be more than 70m inside existing speed limits’ (Page 38, Pt.12.5). How does this apply to the sign in Takeley Street? The solar panel sign does not operate consistently. Clerk to write to ECC Highways Dept.
· Elm Close footpaths have been completed. TPC to write to Highways to compliment the gangs on the standard of work in both Elm Close & Garnets
	All note.

Clerk to write to Highways Dept.

	10/161
	Highways Development Management consultation.
Open until 30th August.  Cllr Baldwin reported that this consultation focuses on access to new developments.
TPC agreed no response is required.
	All note

	10/162
	Report on Community Speed Watch campaign
Mr. Martin Peachey provided a written report from Essex Police:

· 37 officers across Essex are now available to provide training to all Community Speed watch volunteers.

· 2 new letters to be sent to those monitored above the speed limit. The first letter sent to registered keepers encourages more responsible driving. The second letter highlights that CWS volunteers are working alongside local authorities and the police to reduce casualties on the roads. Their details will be passed to local officers for possible enforcement. 

· Centralised database

· New equipment available

· CSW insurance cover for over 75s.

· Essex Police remains fully committed to CSW.

TPC noted the report and thanked Martin Peachey.
	All note

	10/163
	Traffic Calming Scheme in Takeley Street

The Clerk has written to David Forkin (Manager ECC Highways Dept) expressing the Council’s disappoint in not securing CIF funds.

 In view of the lack of support following the public consultation, TPC agreed to ‘mothball’ this item.
The Clerk will research policy on average speed cameras & the cost implications for a system that cover Takeley west to east/east to west along B1256.
	All note
Sept.
agenda

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	10/164
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report

Clr John Green has completed an inspection & reported:

Recreation Ground: Grass cut. Rubbish removed. Equipment in good order. Recent report of camping reported to local police team.
Sports Field: No report.
Water bill £232 for quarter to June still under investigation by Veolia Water. 
Clerk presented draft notices. TPC agreed to check these against bylaws, via UDC & Broadmead Leisure Ltd & to obtain quotes for 4 x signs in Recreation Ground, 6 x sign for Sports Field.
	All note

Clerk



	10/165
	Annual ROSPA Inspection 2010
The Clerk presented a summary of the audit.

There are no ‘high risk’ items.

4 x ‘medium risk items’ will be addressed within TPC’s schedule of repairs.

TPC noted report.
	All note

	10/166
	Recreation Grd & Sports Field fence repairs
Sports field fence repairs are complete.

TPC approved a quote to repair damage to the fence at the Recreation Ground (£350 -£400).

	All note

	10/167
	Sports Field Bike Jump Course

Councillor Trevor Allen reported:

· The course was constructed during week commencing 26th July.
· There is an outstanding bill for digging equipment for approximately £200. TPC agreed to authorise payment of the bill.

District Cllr Jackie Cheetham(21.46)
· TPC thanked the volunteers involved in the construction of the course and wished them much enjoyment using the course.
	All note

	10/168
	Football facilities in Takeley

- The Clerk reported that Business Plan meeting on 28th July was cancelled and re-scheduled for Wed. 11th August.

- TPC approved a quote for additional cut for 3 pitches x 6mths/yr (Coleman’s) = £690 + vat.

District Cllr Jackie Cheetham left (21.54)
	All note

	10/169
	Footpaths & Trees
Clr Geoff Bagnall reported on a footpath walk which included footpaths 40, 41 & 20. A report has been produced which includes actions required. Some actions are to be addresses locally whilst others need support from ECC PROW team.

TPC agreed that the Clerk should prioritise the action required and forward this information to ECC PROW team.

Fly-tipping at North Road will be reported to UDC.

Cllr Tricia Barber left the meeting at 22.02

TPC agreed to write to farmer Andy Streeter to thank him for the maintenance of FP 21 – Harcamlow Way
	All note 

Clerk

Clerk

	10/170
	Application to Register Land at Bambers Green (as village green) – ECC decision
Clr Trevor Allen reported on the result and the supporting case document:

· The case document outlines why the application was unsuccessful.

· Despite the statements TPC provided, there was insufficient evidence to meet the required criteria.

· 2 concerns remain:

· The objections received from BAA & CEMEX where accepted post closure of the public consultation.

· ECC has accepted that the width of the Right of Way should be reviewed as part of the Definitive Map Review. TPC will be advised of the proposed changes and will have the opportunity to comment.
TPC noted the above report and agreed that the Council will continue to press for ROW to be re-instated correctly.
	All note.

	10/171
	SSE Sign on Four Ashes village green
Given new Govt policy that opposes a 2nd runway at Stansted, TPC agreed that the sign on the Four Ashes green should be removed. Members are committed to supporting the future objectives of SSE and agreed to offer the organisation a regular space in the TPC newsletter to ensure that residents are aware of the SSE campaign.
	All note

Clerk to write to SSE

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	 10/172
	Clerks Report

 TPC noted the report.

· Members discussed manorial land at Smiths Green and agreed to contact the Lord of the Manor regarding an additional cut of the green and removal of dead trees.
· Clr Geoff Bagnall agreed to review the consultation on ‘Local Referendum’ and report at the next meeting.

· TPC has received an email from UDC re a complaint about dog fouling on Priors Green.

UDC has previously confirmed that they have no intention of installing dog waste bins on Priors Green, and the community areas and roads are still in the control of the District Council, members agreed to refer this matter back to UDC.

· Members agreed that the following items will be considered on the September agenda:

· War Memorial

· Cleaning of bus shelters

· Cleaning of Chestnut Way Pond (Clr Daykin to co-ordinate)


	All note

	10/173
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report
	All note




The meeting finished at 22.48pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 1st September 2010 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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