	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Annual General Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 5th May 2010, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Richard Cheetham

Clr David Daykin

Clr. John Gregory
Clr Brian Baldwin

	Clr Tricia Barber

Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	Clr. Carol Pratt, Clr John Green, Clr. Alan Jones, Clr John Orpin, Clr Geoff Bagnall, Clr. Trevor Allen & District Cllr Jackie Cheetham
 

	Visitors:
	Sue De’ats - PFA Takeley Primary School
1 x resident

	10/78 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
10/79 Appointment of Chairman: Clrs Tricia Barber & John Gregory proposed Clr Richard Cheetham. TPC re-elected Clr Richard Cheetham unanimously.

Clr Richard Cheetham thanked members, accepted office, and signed a Declaration of Acceptance. 

10/80 Appointment of Vice Chairman: Clrs Richard Cheetham and Brian Baldwin proposed Clr Carol Pratt. TPC re-elected Clr Carol Pratt unanimously.
10/81 Appointment of Roles & Responsibilities and Committees:

TPC agreed that roles, responsibilities and committee appointments remain unchanged with the following exceptions:

Councillor

Role

Alan Jones

Sports Field (Youth Football project)
Geoff Bagnall

Regional/national policy

Carol Pratt, Alan Jones, John Gregory, Geoff Bagnall

Priors Green working party

· ‘Emergency Planning’ will be incorporated into the Risk Management Programme.

· Further community group representation will be explored.
10/82 Declarations of Interest: None.

Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

10/83 Minutes:
The minutes of the 7th April 2010 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

10/84 Matters Arising:

Elm Close Extension: has been cleared thanks to Mr. Bob Muddle. Clr Daykin has arranged a meeting with residents to enlist their support and agree how the area will be improved.
10/85 Open Forum:

Sue De’ats of Takeley Primary School PFA asked TPC to support 2 community events:
· £500 towards the school fete (27th June 2010)

· £1500 for a fireworks event on the Sports Field (5th /6th Nov. tbc)

TPC agreed to request further information re total costs/outlay for both events and to consider at the June meeting.

PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT
10/86
12th April 2010 Planning Report & Recommendations
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the following report & recommendations:
UTT/0372/10/FUL 6020-27 Stansted 600 site Taylors End, Stansted Airport

Brief Description: Removal of cond. C90J of UTT/0849/05/SA the uses of buildings hereby permitted shall be restricted to those directly related or associated with the activities carried out at Stansted Airport to allow compliance with cond. C90J for a period of 7 yrs insofar as it relates to 6020-27 at Stansted 600 site as unit take up has been poor since construction in 2007
Recommendation: Objection 
UTT/0515/10/DFO PG23 Priors Green, land north of Dunmow Rd, Takeley

 Brief Description: Amendment to reserved matters approval UTT/0423/09/DFO for 35 dwellings including change in house type for plots 110 to 135 & other associated works (affordable housing units 101-109 to remain the same).

Recommendation: Objection 
UTT/0332/10/FUL Treetops, The Street

 Brief Description: Erection of 2 storey front extension 

Recommendation: No objection 
UTT/0434/10/DFO Land adj. Highfields, Brewers End.

Brief Description: Details following outline approval UTT/0562/07/OP for erection of dwelling & garages with all matters reserved.

Recommendation: No objection
UTT/0396/10/FUL & UTT/0397/10/LB  Sheering Hall, Bambers Green.

Brief Description: Conversion of carriage house to dwelling & 2 storey side extension.

Recommendation: No objection
Chairman Richard Cheetham reported that UTT/0372/10/FUL 6020-27 Stansted 600 site Taylors End, Stansted Airport application has been refused by UDC Development Control Committee.

Clerk has responded under delegated powers to meet UDC deadlines

CONSULTATION

10/87
UDC Consultation - Decision Making Structure

(circulated previously)
This consultation is open until 31st May. UDC was unable to provide additional information at this stage other than a timetable for UDC Council consideration that will result in further public inspection in Oct/Nov.

TPC agreed the following comments:
· Whilst TPC appreciates that consultation material should be as concise as practicably possible however, the consultation leaflet lacks the detail and explanation required to make an informed choice. UDC needs to provide specific proposals that would demonstrate how any change of system would benefit residents of the district.

· What is the most efficient option both in terms of cost and decision making?

· How will a cabinet system improve accountability?

· How will decisions be made faster?

· Speed of decision is no more important that the right decision.

· How would Councillors who do not form part of a future cabinet participate in the decision making process?

· The consultation leaflet stipulates no change to Council operation. This process should include a review of the officer’s structure, and a proposal to include thorough independent regulation of job descriptions and performance management to create a decision making structure that is efficient and effective.

· How would a cabinet ensure improved performance and output of officers?

· The operation of the Council should be reviewed to maximise efficiency and ensure that embedded structures are fit for purpose meeting the requirements of modern government.

· What safeguards are to be put in place to prevent the minority views being ignored?

Clerk to submit prior to 31/5/10
10/88
Essex County Council Consultation - Relocation and Enlargement of Takeley Primary School 

(circulated previously)

TPC considered the details of this consultation and agreed a response as follows:

TPC agrees that Takeley Primary School should be relocated but objects to this consultation proposal on the basis that the proposed site is far from ideal:

· TPC is very concerned that vehicle access to the proposed site on Priors Green is through narrow residential roads that create similar issues to those experienced at the existing site for the past 40 years. If this issue is not addressed now it is storing up problems for the future. It is unacceptable to allow the same situation to evolve. Access through a housing development is undesirable. A site should have been identified along the B1256.
· The proposal must include a condition that provides for a safe ‘walk to school route’ along the B1256 from the centre of Takeley (Four Ashes junction).
· The proposal does not provide for an adequate and safe drop off/pick up area.
· In the unlikely event that the 2nd runway at Stansted airport proceeds, TPC is very concerned that internal noise level limits will be exceeded.
Clerk to submit comment before 24/5/10



	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	10/89
	April 2010 Financial Report 

 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for April 2010 were tabled & agreed.

TPC noted completed bank reconciliation.
	All note

	10/90
	Finance Committee Report & Recommendations 22/4/10
 (previously circulated)
Insurance: TPC delegated authority to the Finance Committee to make a decision to approve the most cost effective quote (NFU, Community First Zurich & Allianz) and authorise payment for PC insurance for 2010/11. 

Review of Actuals v Budgets 2009/10:

Budget (£)

Actual (£)

RECEIPTS 

74500

75446

EXPENSES

74645

55023

· Receipts: £1044 Newsletter advertising monies outstanding. Will be collected in 2010/11.
· Expenses & reserves:

· Station House: £10k available (including 2010/11 budget). FC recommends that this reserve is maintained until TPC reaches agreement with ECC and we have more information regarding overheads.

· Newsletter printing: saving of £1200 - new provider.

· Sports Field/Greens Maintenance: balance of £1430. FC recommends TPC transfer this balance to the 2010/11 budget to finance additional works e.g. clearing of ditches at front of Sports Field.

· Bus Shelters: £500 cfwd -bin & installation (Rectory - Parsonage Rd)

· Professional Advice: £2k cfwd - Greens Registration legal fees- awaiting invoice.

· Recreation Ground Equipment: £1k cfwd - Rec. Grd project

· Community Projects: £6k cfwd

TPC approved recommendations re reserves.

2010/11 Budgets:
£

Cfwd

69203

Income

72500

141703
Expenditure

72720

Projects

49202

121922

Balance/reserve

19781

· FC recommends increasing ‘Village Handyman’ budget to £1500
· Sports Field/Green Maintenance: increase budget by £1430 (09/10 balance)

· Greens: Clr David Daykin will investigate the cost of a ‘grass improvement plan’ for the Four Ashes village green.

· Newsletter printing: reduce budget to £2k (originally £3700) - new provider

TPC agreed changes to 2010/11 budgets.
TPC approved the following projects to be c/fwd:
· Recreation Ground Project (up to £64k) - continue as planned

· Pursue new stop & shelter at Canfield Rd from Priors Green S106 monies (£1k).

· Station House reserve/expenses’ - maintain budget

· Silver Jubilee Hall - £12.5k earmarked for Sports & Social/youth facilities development fees. Awaiting confirmation of plans from SJH Committee.

· Sports Field portacabins - replacement £5k

· Parish Plan - £1k

· Quality Status £200 fees

· £84k reqd. £62k available excluding grants.

	All note

	10/91
	Village Planting budget

Clr Daykin introduced a proposal to create budgeted sum for planting in the parish (replenishment of village planters, greens & TPC land)

 TPC agreed a sum of £300 be allocated in 2010/11. The Clerk will administer without further reference to TPC.
	All note

	10/92
	Uttlesford Home Start

TPC considered a request to contribute towards the £45k required to maintain the operation in 2010/11.
Home Start has failed to make the information requested available. TPC is not aware of what proportion of the funds is gifted to families. 

The organisation helped 2 Takeley families in 2008/09. 

TPC agreed not to make a contribution to this organisation at this time.

	All note

	10/93
	Station House Lease

TPC received an update from the Clerk re phone conversations with Mr. Roger Moore (Head of Property Management & Strategy). 
TPC agreed to wait for written confirmation of the proposed tenancy agreement.
	June meeting

	10/94
	TPC agreed to include 2 extraordinary items re donation requests (proposed by Clrs Richard Cheetham & John Gregory )
Takeley Community Group

TPC agreed to contribute £126 towards the cost of a maypole for the May Day event.
	All note

	10/95
	Takeley Cubs & Scouts

TPC agreed to contribute £150 towards the cost of the summer fete in June (‘Bouncy Fun Run)
	All note

	TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

	10/96
	Report on Highways Matters

The Clerk provided information requested from UDC regarding parking enforcement cover in Takeley.
	All note


	10/97
	Traffic Calming Scheme in Takeley Street

Clr Richard Cheetham reported on the ECC Highways designed scheme. 

· The design includes 9 pinch points and 6 pedestrian crossing areas within the 30mph zone in Takeley Street. The cost of this proposal is approximately £123k.

· Each pinch point costs approximately £3.5k, whilst a pedestrian crossing costs £12k.

· TPC has applied for grant funding towards this project (maximum grant of £50k). Decision due in June.
· Further canvassing of local residents is required. A hard copy of the proposal will be available at the Station House and an electronic copy can be email if requested. An advert will be placed in the next TPC newsletter (end of May).
· TPC agreed to review at the next meeting.
	All note/ June agenda

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	10/98
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report

Clr John Green has completed an inspection & reported:

Recreation Ground: Tidy and equipment in order. Evidence of a small fire. The Clerk will report to local police team.
Sports Field: Good order & tidy. Breaches in fencing temporarily repaired.
	All note



	10/99
	Sports Field - should it be offered as an Olympic training facility?
Clr Richard Cheetham suggested that the sports field might be offered as a training venue for the Olympic games, which might generate some income for the parish.

TPC agreed that the Clerk should investigate this idea by contacting the Chief Executives of Waltham Forest & Newham councils, and Sport England and report back.
	Clerk/

June agenda


	10/100
	Sports Field Bike Jump Course
Clr John Gregory reported that a site meeting had taken place on 7/4/10. The proposed course had been marked out on the north east edge of the sports field. There will be 5 senior jumps and 3 junior jumps.

The working group are exploring options to source 40 tons of clay/soil.

Clr Gregory will update TPC resourcing of soil and construction arrangements at the next meeting.
	June agenda

	10/101
	Sports Field - Renewal of agreement between TPC & Takeley Football Club re use of pitches. (previously circulated)
TPC agreed that the current agreement should be extended until 1st July. The Clerk will write to Takeley Football Club to confirm.

Clr Daykin will make recommendations before 25th May so that this item can be discussed at the June meeting. 
	Clerk/ Clr Daykin/

June meeting


	10/102
	Football facilities in Takeley
(previously circulated)
The Clerk reported a meeting with Takeley Football Club (Mr. Pat Curran) to discuss the ‘Football Development Plan’:

Current proposal:

· Pavilion (western edge) approx. £800k

· (Astro turf) pitch No. 1 approx. £250k

· Mini community pitch (middle)

· Pitch No.2 (east end)

· Drainage £50k

· Car Park approx. £50k

Astro Pitch

· Possibility of multi use pitch

· Must meet FA requirements

· Huge rental potential

Pavilion

· Reduce specification (1) meet FA requirements (2) minimise cost (£500k)

· Create draft business plan (PC/JH)

· Investigate use of existing base (PC)

· Re-cost pavilion proposal & car parking (PC)

· TPC to consider a proposal to fund the cost of replacement portacabins (£5k including removal of old & connection of new) for a minimum life of 3years.

· Next meeting 19th May @ 10am
	All note

	10/103
	Jacks Lane
ECC Legal team - Garry White has confirmed that the position remains unchanged (2008 - ECC policy is to maintain PROW )
TPC agreed that the Clerk should continue to contact other organisations to investigate a ‘restricted byway’. TPC will advise Mr. Euan Kennedy (Lord of the Manor) to respond to ECC expressing his disappointment. ECC has failed to provide any advice or support. Copy to: ECC Chief Exec., Sir A. Haslehurst (MP), County Clr Susan Barker, UDC, Little Canfield PC, D Clr Jackie Cheetham.
	All note

	10/104
	Request for a commemorative bench on Four Ashes village green
TPC agreed in principle that a bench can be placed on the green. The Clerk will liaise with Beverley Hayward. TPC requested further information re the style of bench and exact position. 
	Clerk/

All note

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	10/105
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues

Police surgery in Station House Wed. 12th May @ 10am
	All note

	  10/106
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s report.

Day Lewis application to open a pharmacy granted in 2008.

Dispensing patients who live with 1.6km of pharmacy once open (approx. 3000) will be transferred to the non-dispensing list over a six month period in stages ( 6 equally sized groups in alphabetical order) starting one month following opening of pharmacy.
TPC agreed to respond highlighting that this could be hugely inconvenient for patients, especially the elderly who would have to visit the doctor (not in the village) and then the pharmacy to collect their prescription. This may cause confusion, anxiety and stress. 
	All note



	10/107
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report
	All note




The meeting finished at 10.55pm.

THE NEXT MEETING & AGM: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 2nd June 2010 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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