	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 3rd September 2008, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clrs Richard Cheetham
Clr Trevor Allen
Clr John Green

Clr. John Gregory
Brian Baldwin

	Clr. David Daykin 

Clr Tricia Barber

Clr John Orpin (7.35pm)
Clerk Jane Heskey


	   Apologies: 
	Clrs. Carol Pratt, Iain Brown and County Cllr Susan Barker

	Visitors:
	District Cllr Jackie Cheetham, District Cllr Derek Jones, Mr. Geoff Bagnall (resident) &
 Mr. Martin Peachey (Community Speed Watch)

	08/197 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members, and received apologies as above. 
08/198 Declarations of Interest: Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

SSE members have dispensation from UDC to vote on SSE matters.
Clr David Daykin is a member of Takeley Chapel and declared a prejudicial interest. Clr. Daykin will submit a revised Register of Interests.
08/199 Minutes:
The minutes of the TPC meeting on 6th August 2008, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

08/200 Matters Arising: None
08/201 Open Forum:
DC Jackie Cheetham:

-UDC budget setting for 2009/10. Hopeful that current level of services will be maintained.

-No resolution on 4200 additional houses in Uttlesford until 2009.

-Eco towns: another site has now withdrawn. Further Government consultation Sept/Oct 2008

-Stansted Airport G2 inquiry will start in April 2009

DC Derek Jones:

-reported on a number of highways issues in Takeley (responses and resolutions)

-Approach signs and new road layout on B1256 Priors Green development - ECC Highways Dept recommends that the number of signs be reduced and the roundabouts domed.

-ECC Highways will clear the vegetation obstructing sightlines at the entrance of Chestnut Way

-Parking/waiting restrictions – ECC Highways will conduct a review at the end of the summer period.

-TPC agreed to submit a list of outstanding highways issues to both District Councillors and ECC Highways Dept.



	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	08/202
	August Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the reports & recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting held on 13th August 2008 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/1255/08/AD Molehill Green Village Hall 

Brief Description:  Application for Certificate of Development for (a) residential development for the erection of 4 dwellings (b) the change of use of the Village Hall to B1 (office use)

Recommendation: No objection
UTT/1213/08/FUL Royal Mail Hub,Stansted Airport
Brief Description:  Proposed new shutters at rear, installation of 2 scissor lifts and internal alterations Recommendation: No objection
UTT/1151/08/FUL The Hoppit, Bambers Green
Brief Description: Proposed single storey extension. Replacement roof.

Recommendation: Support
ESS/47/07/UTT Crumps Farm, Little Canfield

Brief Description:  To review details re planning conditions relating to:

-Odour Control

-Drainage system

Traffic management
Recommendation: No objection providing all current and future regulations are adhered to. TPC remain concerned that operating hours are too long (especially in winter months) and the noise of reversing vehicles is extremely intrusive.

	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	08/203
	Stansted Airport G2 (2nd runway) Planning Application
(previously circulated)
TPC agreed the draft response to the G2 planning application with the following amendments:
As per SSE advice, remove references to mitigate for the loss of Molehill Green village green.
TPC agreed that the response should now be submitted to UDC (deadline 26/9/08)
TPC urges all residents opposed to G2 to submit comments to UDC by 26th Sept. 2008
	Clerk to submit to UDC before 26/9/08

	08/204
	Stansted Airport G2 Planning Inquiry
The Clerk updated TPC re recent communications regarding the G2 public inquiry.
-A pre inquiry meeting will be held at the Hilton London, Stansted Airport at 10.30am on Monday, 10th November 2008.

-The inquiry is scheduled to start on Wednesday, 15th April 2009.
-Since TPC has registered as a major participant, an outline statement of case must be submitted to the Inspector by 13th October 2008.

TPC agreed that the statement of case should:

(1) Challenge the need/demand for airport expansion

(2) Include a summary of the objections to the G2 planning application(s) submitted to UDC

The Clerk will circulate a draft to members by Friday, 12th Sept.

Members to return comments to the Clerk by Monday, 22nd September for inclusion in October agenda

	All note
Oct. agenda

Clerk to issue by 12/9/08

Members 22/9/08

	08/205
	A dispersed solution to the extra 4200 homes in Uttlesford under the Regional Spatial Strategy (previously circulated)
The proposal submitted by Elsenham, Henham, Ugley, Newport & Stansted Parish Councils aims to distribute the required number of additional homes throughout all villages in the district. On average this translates into an increase of 15% for each village. The proposal suggests an additional 145 dwellings in Takeley (7%).
TPC agreed the following response:

· The proposal is fundamentally flawed. A uniform 15% increase for all villages suggests that all villages are equally suitable with equal capacity and infrastructure. This simply is not the case.
· Who will pay for the infrastructure requirements in these villages.

· The base figures for Takeley are incorrect. Takeley is full.
	Clerk to respond

JPSG

	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	08/206
	August Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for August 2008 were tabled & agreed.
Bank Reconciliation agreed & verified by Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham.
	All note

	08/207
	Takeley Chapel - Request for Donation
(previously circulated)
Clr David Daykin outlined the proposal to develop a community garden with seating. The garden will be used by the school children during school hours and open to the public at all other times. The initial estimate is £2k. The Chapel is in the process of applying for grants/funding.

TPC support the proposal in principle and will await plans and costings before confirming a contribution. 
	All note


	08/208
	SSE G2 Strategy
(previously circulated)
TPC acknowledged receipt of SSE’s strategy.
Cllr David Daykin believes the ground shifted when the G2 planning application was called in by the Secretary of State. TPC should understand the combined strategy of SSE, UDC & Essex County Council. Clr Daykin does not dispute that SSE is the right vehicle to put the case against G2 and agrees they should be supported with words and money.
TPC agreed:

-TPC needs a better understanding of UDC’s intentions. How will they work with and finance SSE?
-How will the district precept be used to finance G2 opposition (resources, legal costs, what proportion of precept)?
The Clerk will request information from (1) SSE (2) UDC (3) Essex County Council
	All note

Clerk

	08/209
	3 Year Operating Plan

 TPC agreed to postpone this item until Oct/Nov
	Oct/Nov. agenda

	08/210
	           Risk Management Programme (previously circulated)
TPC agreed to postpone this item until Oct/Nov
	Oct/Nov. agenda 

	08/211
	Minutes and Resolutions (decisions)

The Clerk provided clarification on the requirements of recording minutes and reviewing resolutions.
VOTING (Standing Orders):
 Members shall vote by show of hands or, if at least two Members so request, by signed ballot. If a Member so requires, the Clerk shall record the names of the Members who voted on any question so as to show whether they voted for or against it.  Such a request must be made before moving on to the next business.
RESCISSION OF PREVIOUS RESOLUTION (Standing Orders):

A decision (whether affirmative or negative) of the Council shall not be reversed within six months except either by a special resolution, the written notice of at least four Members of the Council, or by a resolution moved in pursuance of the report or recommendations of a group of Members appointed to consider the matter.

When a special resolution or any other resolution moved under the provisions of above paragraph has been disposed of, no similar resolution may be moved within a further six months.

MINUTES (page 67 Local Authority Administration 7th edition – Charles Arnold Baker):
Minutes are intended to be formal records of official acts and decisions, not reports, still less verbatim reports, of the speeches made by councillors. Minutes should therefore be as short as is consistent with clarity and accuracy, and the arguments used in discussion need be recorded only if the decision cannot be clearly expressed in any other way.
TPC confirmed understanding of these principles.
	All note



	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	08/212
	Report on Highways matters

-Hedge obstructing footpath and sightlines in Parsonage Road (Firs House, Parsonage Rd). This is a danger to children who may step into the road to pass. The Clerk will write to request the hedge be cut back or to contact TPC for help.

-Update list of highways priorities for October meeting
-Off airport parking/fly parking reported at Morrells Green, South Road, Elm Close & Sycamore Close.

-Concerns re emergency access to Day Centre
-Off Airport Parking Hotline number is 0800 731 2385.

	Clerk
Clerk/Clr Baldwin
Clerk to report to police

	08/213
	Report on National Express & Heavy Goods Vehicles through Takeley & Community Speed Watch’ campaign - Mr. Martin Peachey

National Express Coaches: There were no National Express coaches and 3Terravision coaches seen going through the village in the month.  

Community Speed Watch: Monitoring was carried out in Takeley Street and in Parsonage Road and Station Road, Brewers End.  The last two days of monitoring in Brewers End (28 and 29 August) recorded less speeding than usual and an overall small reduction of traffic speed generally; which is encouraging.

Essex Police speed enforcement was carried out on Wednesday 27 August in the 30mph limits in Takeley Street and in Hatfield Broad Oak. 8 fixed penalty notices were issued in Takeley and 2 in Hatfield Broad Oak.

Takeley Street fixed camera is operational.

	All note

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	08/214
	Monthly Recreation Ground & Sports Field Reports

 Summary of ROSPA Safety Inspection 
TPC agreed to revisit in October.

Clerk to provide asset values on ‘medium’ risk items and obtain quotes for repairs. 

Clerk to obtain quote for Sports Field gate notice board
	Oct. Meeting
Clerk

Clerk

	08/215
	Management of Manorial Land 
Postponed until response received from Mr. Euan Kennedy (Lord of the Manor)
	All note

	08/216
	Essex Tree Initiative

TPC will consider this initiative which will distribute 250 000 trees & shrubs to communities in Essex. Application via RCCE. Trees to be planted by March 2009.
	Postponed until
Oct. meeting

	08/217
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues

TPC received incident report July/August.
	All note

	08/218
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report.
	All note

	08/219
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the Non Agenda Report.
	All note


The meeting finished at 10.45pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 1st October 2008 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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