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	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

The Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Thursday, 11th October 2007, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr. Richard Cheetham
Clr. Patricia Barber
Clr. David Daykin
	Clr John Green

Clr. John Gregory

Clerk Jane Heskey



	   Apologies: 
	Clr. Carol Pratt, Clr. Trevor Allen, Clr. Iain Brown, Clr Brian Baldwin, Clr. John Orpin,     Clr. Mike Garrick



	Visitors:
	District Councillor Cheetham, District Councillor Derek Jones, County Councillor Susan Barker, Mr Martin Peachey & Mr. Bishop (resident Takeley Park)

	07/175 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Richard Cheetham opened the meeting and received apologies from Clrs. Carol Pratt, Iain Brown, Trevor Allen, Mike Garrick, Brian Baldwin, and John Orpin.
07/176 Declarations of Interest:  Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.
Clr Richard Cheetham (Planters Project) & Clr David Daykin (Silver Jubilee Hall Project) declared prejudicial interests in agenda item ‘Community Project Survey’).
07/177 Minutes: The minutes of the September 2007 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.



OPEN FORUM:
Clr Susan Barker addressed the meeting & provided an update on the future of Coopers End roundabout. This will be a joint decision between BAA & ECC/UDC. If Stansted G1 is approved a planning condition is that Coopers End roundabout would be closed.
UDC Housing Development: District Clrs Jackie Cheetham & Derek Jones provided an update on the recent UDC Environment Committee meeting and South West Area Panel meeting at Elsenham regarding the proposed options for housing development in the district.
TPC intend to prepare a statement identifying the reasons why Takeley should not be considered for any further major development to be presented to the next Environment Committee meeting on 30th October. This will form part of the agenda of the next TPC Planning Committee meeting (date tbc).
Consultation on UDC options begins in November.

Highways: Clr Jackie Cheetham will ensure Takeley highways issues will be put to the ECC Highways Representative at the North Area Panel meeting.
Mr. Bishop highlighted his concerns regarding speeding traffic & heavy goods vehicles travelling along the B183. Cracking has occurred on either side of the bridge. Mr Bishop requested a police presence and further support from the Community Speed Watch team.
	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	07/178
	September/October Planning Committee Reports & Recommendations

TPC approved the reports & recommendation from the Planning Committee meetings 11th September & 2nd October 2007.Summary of  comments:

UTT/1433/07/FUL 33 Takeley Park

Brief Description: Extension to mobile home
Recommendation: No objection - subject to the application meeting planning/fire regulations in relation to the minimum distance between properties (Park Home Policy)
UTT/1212/07/FUL Old House Farm, Stansted Courtyard, Parsonage Road

Brief Description:  Erection of Units 7/8 for B1 (business) use. Amendment to approved planning permission UTT/0917/02/FUL

Recommendation: No objection - subject to the following conditions:

· All vehicles related to the site shall park within the site boundaries

· TPC recommend installation of a code operated barrier to prevent fly/unlawful parking.

There are currently approximately 80-100 cars parked on ECC land to the front & side of this site.

UTT/1213/07/FUL Land adjoining The Old Bakery, The Street

Brief Description:  Proposed erection of 2 dwellings with garages, revised scheme to that approved under UTT/1017/06/FUL

Recommendation: No objection.

Request the existing hedge be retained with the exception of the cross over.
UTT/1407/07/LB  Street Cottage, The Street

Brief Description:  Replacement windows and secondary double glazing

Recommendation: Support 
UDC SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE – ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY (consultation 28th September 2007)

Members have reviewed the document & agreed to submit the following comments:-

· TPC support the principle of the document

· To encourage new homes are carbon neutral by 2016 incentives must be improved/implemented.

· Cost benefit  analysis should be included to demonstrate potential savings

· TPC question the energy efficiency of wind turbines & would not want to see them throughout communities and countryside. 

ESS/45/07/UTT Crumps Farm, Little Canfield

Brief Description: Continuation of restoration works (not complying with time limit of ESS/49/06/UTT) of the land filled area, to be completed by 31st October 2008 (as approved under planning permission UTT/512/86, ESS/33/95/UTT, ESS/47/98/UTT)
Recommendation: No objection - however TPC would not advocate further extension to this timescale.
UTT/1555/07/FUL Ashcroft, Bullocks Lane, Hope end

Brief Description:  Erection of detached garage 

Recommendation: No objection.
UTT/1617/07/FUL  Woodside Cottage, The Street

Brief Description:  Raise external walls & construct new pitched roof. New windows to existing west elevation.

Recommendation: Support 

UTT/1559/07/FUL  Linwood, Brewers End

Brief Description:  Loft conversion, 2 storey side extension & rear conservatory. New porch to front & dormers to front & rear.

Recommendation: OBJECT

This is a small bungalow of a modest previously single occupancy, one bedroom accommodation. The proposal suggests a four bedroom family house.

The proposal lies within the development limits for Takeley:

Policy GEN2- Design.

This policy requires that development complies with a list of general design criteria, including not having a materially ‘adverse effect on the reasonable occupation and enjoyment of a residential or other sensitive property, as a result of loss of privacy, loss of daylight, overbearing impact or overshadowing.’

Policy H8- Home Extensions.

This policy states that extensions will only be permitted if their scale, design and materials respect the existing, and there would be no material overlooking or overshadowing of nearby properties and neither would there be an overbearing impact.

This proposal provides for the erection of an extension hard up against the common boundary, abutting the fence belonging to ‘Yew Trees’ with no gap whatsoever.  It will appear overbearing, resulting in a loss of outlook, overshadowing, and loss of daylight and sunlight.  

Although the proposal is not two storeys it is apparent that loss of amenity would result to an unacceptable degree as a result of the scale of the proposal and its proximity and orientation to the adjacent property to the east. 

The current dwelling provides sought after living accommodation for an elderly, retired or disabled person, within exceptional easy reach of shops and services, and on a well serviced bus route.  It provides a valuable contribution to the housing stock in this area and should be retained as such.  There are already a considerable number of new family houses that have recently been completed and a further very large development being built in Takeley village (Priors Green) which comprise up to four bedrooms.

The application states that the site does not contain any trees.  This is an incorrect statement.

The Parish Council supports the representation made by resident Mr. Martin Peachey.


	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	07/179
	ECC MINERALS & WASTE CONSULTATION - Statement of Community Involvement (previously circulated). Consultation is open until 25th October.
The Panning Committee reported: 

· The title does not reflect the content. This proposal is a process to consult the community on all planning matters administered by the County Council including roads, schools etc.

· Whilst the covering letter makes a statement about efforts to present the document in a format that is ‘easy’ to read/understand it is far from ideal and should be simplified further in order to engage a more comprehensive response. There is too much repetition.

· The process itself appears robust. 

· Proposed amendment ‘Developers shall consult prior to application’

· The process should include a quality management that encompasses implementation/delivery post planning approval.

TPC agreed that these recommendations form the response to the draft SCI consultation.


	All note
Clerk to respond

	07/180
	DRAFT ESSEX SCHOOL ORGANISATION PLAN 2007-2012
 (previously circulated) TPC agreed the following comments:

· Providing ECC calculations effectively forecast future demand the provision of secondary school places appears satisfactory.

· The methodology for primary school places in Takeley is woefully inadequate and is currently devoid of any realistic plan. There appears little provision for the children of primary school age at Priors Green in advance of a new school on the development. The plan makes no mention of size or proposed opening date. Interim plans seem scant and inadequate.

· Overall the plan does not provide scope for real choice. Any parent who does not have the financial means to pay for transport for their child(ren) will have no choice other than to send their child(ren) to the nearest school.

	All note
Clerk to respond

	07/181
	HIGHWAYS AGENCY CONSULTATION: -Junction 6-8 Improvements

& G2 Airport Access from M11 & A120 (previously circulated)

TPC agreed the following response:

· M11 Widening: TPC reject any option to widen the M11 between junction 6 & 8. TPC believe that 4 lanes of motorway will not ease traffic problems and that the finance earmarked for this project should be invested in providing a rail network that is fit for purpose and encourages people out of the car as per Government strategy. 
· Junction 8 (M11): will only be developed if G2 is approved.

· ‘Brown’ route through villages serves no purpose, incurs huge cost and is hugely damaging to the environment.

· ‘Yellow’ southern access is both extremely costly and damaging to the environment.

· ‘Blue’ route through Burton End has unacceptable consequences.

· Recommend Jtn 8b - ‘extended link’ option as the preferred option. It is within airport land & south of Burton End.

	All note
Clerk to respond

	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	07/182
	September Financial Report  (Previously circulated)
Financial transactions for September 2007 were tabled & agreed.


	All note

	07/183
	Half Year Actual v Budgets (Previously circulated)
TPC reviewed the ½ year spend v budget & discussed spending plans for the remainder of the financial year.

A Finance Committee meeting will be arranged for mid November to propose budget revisions for TY & initiate budget discussions for 2007/08.
	All note
Clerk

	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	07/184
	Report on Highways matters
Members expressed frustration with progress on highways matters.
The Clerk will request a comprehensive response to all outstanding highways issues within 28 days. Failure to receive a satisfactory response will require TPC to use ECC complaints system to progress matters.

TPC agreed to request ‘intelligent’ cameras for Parsonage Rd


	All note
Clerk
 Clerk

	07/185

	Report on National Express & Heavy Goods Vehicles through Takeley

& Community Speed Watch’ campaign.
Members received Martin Peachey’s report:

· Nat. Express Coaches - none reported 

· Community Speed Watch - have 3 months of data & have agreement from Police to support tackling ‘hot spots’ (Parsonage Rd & The Street).
· Very concerned with the speed of traffic through the new speed zone.

· Station Rd will be targeted. Will request Police assistance for out of hours cover.
	All note



	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	07/186
	Monthly Recreation Ground & Sports Field Reports
Members approved the monthly reports presented by Clr Green.

Recreation Ground:

-incidents of broken glass reported to Police

-path & verges treated to prevent weeds

-Latch to gate (SJH end) to be replaced

Sports Field:

-Overgrown hedge LHS entrance has been reported to ECC Highways Dept.

-graffiti on portacabins requires painting out

-tarmac around edge of Skate Park will be monitored for further deterioration.

Clr Green reported on a National Playing Fields Assoc. initiative called ‘Fields in Trust (FiT). Aims to bring open spaces under a national umbrella acting as a caretaker and preserving land indefinitely. TPC would retain overall control/responsibility.

TPC agreed to consider this initiative as a future agenda item.


	All note

Clerk

	07/187
	Quote to repair Sports Field Changing Rooms (portacabins)
 TPC discussed the initial quote for remedial repairs & agreed that a further quotation will be obtained.


	Clerk

	07/188
	Public Footpaths

TPC reps held a site meeting with the Countryside to discuss the concerns re Jacks Lane and the ‘buffer zone’

-Footpath 25 - Jacks Lane
- The 2 temporary crossings will remain until works are complete in that area of the development. 

-By Jacks Green the footpath is not being used for vehicle access. Request down grading from a by-way to a bridleway (ECC)


	All note


	VILLAGE SERVICES

	07/189
	UDC Community Achievement Award Scheme 2007/08

Having considered a shortlist of candidates TPC agreed 2 nominations: 

Mrs Margaret Underwood - Bus/passenger Transport Representative

Mr. Mike Phillips - Takeley Cricket Club

	Clerk to complete nomination

	07/190
	TPC Community Projects Survey
Clr Cheetham left the meeting for this vote

Results of the survey concluded the following priorities:-

1. Takeley Football Club Development
2. Silver Jubilee Hall Improvement Project

3. Resurfacing of Recreation Ground play area

4. Skate Park Development

5. Village Planters

5. Youth Shelter at Recreation Ground

TPC agreed the following:

-Thank you to all residents who participated in the survey.

-These 6 projects will be progressed.

- £25k will be reserved from 07/08 funds to contribute to these projects.

- TFC & SJH developments - monies will be reserved until these projects are further advanced.
-TPC reps will arrange a site visit to work up the proposals for a Youth Shelter at the Recreation Ground & Skate Park development & will report at the next meeting. It was noted that grant funding maybe available to support both these projects.
-Having acquired £1200 of funding from UDC the village planter project will be progressed immediately. Members feel that it is an important step towards improving the ambience of the village. Clr Cheetham will lead a project to obtain sponsorship from some local companies. The outstanding balance will be financed by TPC. 
-Allocation of the funds available will be concluded when further details of these projects are available and giving consideration to the survey results. 
	Nov agenda

Clr Cheetham
Nov agenda

	07/191
	Voluntary Car Schemes operating in Uttlesford
Members received information from UDC regarding legislative changes that will affect the operation of social car schemes.

TPC agreed to contact UDC to confirm that ‘Take Care’ will be exempt from this legislation.
	Clerk

	07/192
	Takeley Primary School Fireworks Event
TPC approved a request to hold the annual Fireworks Event on the Sports Field (3/11/07).

TPC will contribute £300 towards the event.
Members will also provide support on the day of the event.
	All note
Clerk

	07/193
	Bus shelter - anti social behaviour
PC Russell has reported an assault and bullying incident that cited graffiti in the bus shelter (next to phone box opposite the Four Ashes).
TPC agreed that the graffiti be painted out ASAP

Members also requested a quote to remove this bus shelter. The item will be considered at a future meeting.
	Clerk
Nov agenda

	07/194
	Clerks Report
Following a report from the Clerk it TPC agreed:
-Members are prepared to finance the cost of expert assistance to develop a statement, that includes planning reasons why Takeley should not be the site of further major housing development, to be presented to UDC

-ECC Consultation - ‘Developers guide for community & transport infrastructure contributions’ will be referred to the Planning Committee to report & make recommendations in November
	Clr Cheetham

Nov agenda


The meeting finished at 11.15pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 7th November at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.

Page 6 of 6
                                                                             Chairman ----------------------------------------

