	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 3rd November 2010, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Richard Cheetham

Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Brian Baldwin
Clr. John Gregory

Clr Geoff Bagnall

	Clr Tricia Barber

Clr John Green

Clr John Orpin (19.38)
Clerk Jane Heskey


	     Apologies: 
	Clr. Alan Jones, Clr. Trevor Allen, Clr David Daykin



	Visitors:
	District Cllr Jackie Cheetham & County Cllr Susan Barker

	10/215 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
10/216 Declarations of Interest: Clrs Brian Baldwin and Tricia Barber declared an interest regarding the donation request from Holy Trinity Church as they are members of the PCC.
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

10/217 Minutes:
The minutes of the 6th October 2010 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
10/218 Matters Arising:

UTT/1624/10/FUL Plot 4&5 (Phase 7&8 Priors Green) - conversion of dwelling to marketing suite for 3 years. This application was decided by planning officers under delegated authority. The application was granted conditional approval. Conditions include opening hours (Mon - Fri 9- 5

10-4 Sat., Sun., bank holidays). DC Jackie Cheetham explained that ‘there was no planning reason to decline this application’. The developers have confirmed that this will not be used as a regional office although they are marketing houses at Dunmow.

TPC is dismayed and extremely disappointed with this decision and will write to UDC to express the Council’s frustration, and to question why this application was decided under delegated powers, and why this was not communicated to residents when this information has been expressly requested?
December agenda:
TPC agreed the following items for the December meeting:
-Voluntary Land Registry

Priors Green outstanding issues and play areas.
10/219 Open Forum:
County Councillor Susan Barker reported:

· County Council budget settlement -28% over 4 years. County Council suffers more than district councils because county councils are more reliant on Government funding. There will be some changes to services.

· Rationalisation of buildings/property review remains incomplete (including the future of the Station House)

· Clr Barker will clarify secondary school catchment and transport arrangements for Takeley children.

District Councillor Jackie Cheetham:

· Cllr Cheetham reported on a site visit to Priors Green buffer zone with UDC Enforcement officer and Andrew Fisher (Countryside Properties). The Enforcement Team will follow up on:
-The depth of the buffer zone which is inconsistent with the original conditioned scheme.

-Replacing dead trees and planting

-Evidence of 2 residents incorporating the buffer zone into their gardens/using the buffer zone as an extension to their gardens.

-Evidence of 1 resident piping into the buffer zone.

-Testing of water in Broadfield Road ditch found evidence of animal foul. ECC will re-check discharges again.

-Ditch at Roding Drive/B1256 – David Wilson Homes will not remove the fence that protects the ditch.

-Moat - ballast added to reduce the depth of water.

-Play areas north of Jacks Lane -TPC strongly support inclusion of a kick about area.

-Removal of 150m of boundary hedge along B1256 - the developer has provided a planting scheme.

TPC will request a meeting with Roger Harborough (Head of Development Control to discuss the above and other outstanding issues relating to Priors Green, and to raise issues regarding recent retrospective planning applications/ applications where work starts, and is sometimes completed, prior to a planning decision
PLANNING 
10/220
Planning Committee meeting 13th October 2010

. (previously circulated)
UTT/1638/10/FUL 11 Elm Close, Takeley

Brief Description: Proposed second storey side extension
Recommendation: No objection

· TPC is concerned that whilst the extension to the garage will replace the external parking provision lost by extending the garage footprint, the dimensions of the garage appear very narrow. 
· It is important that in this very narrow close all off street parking facilities should be maintained.

UTT/1642/10/DFO Phase B Land North of Jacks Lane, Priors Green

Brief Description: Details following outline approval (UTT/0714/09/OP) for erection of 48 dwellings (incl. 10 affordable units) with associated parking, landscaping & infrastructure.
Recommendation: Objection
UTT/1675/10/DFO Phase D Land North of Jacks Lane, Priors Green

Brief Description: Details following outline approval (UTT/0714/09/OP) for erection of 89 dwellings (incl. 18 affordable units) with associated parking, landscaping & infrastructure.
Recommendation: Objection
UTT/1735/10/REN Land adjacent Skyway House, Parsonage Road

 Brief Description: Erection of detached office building for B1a use with associated car parking.

Recommendation: No objection provided UDC maintain the conditions set out in the original application approval so that the impact on surrounding residents is minimised.
TPC approved the report & recommendations of the Planning Committee.
Clerk has responded under delegated powers to meet UDC deadlines

10/221
Waste Development Consultation

The Clerk reported that TPC Planning Committee had discussed this consultation during a Planning Committee meeting 3/11/10. Due to the volume of information to be reviewed further discussions will take place at the next Planning Committee meeting on 17th November. The Planning Committee will then formalise a report and recommendations for the next TPC meeting on 1st December. Councillors are invited to attend the Planning Committee meeting or email comments to the Clerk by Monday 22/11/10.
All note/

Clerk to email main document to members


	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	10/222
	October 2010 Financial Report 

 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for October 2010 were tabled & agreed.

TPC noted completed bank reconciliation.
	All note

	10/223
	External Audit 2009/10 

Cllrs acknowledged completion of the external auditor re 2009/10 Annual Return.
The Audit Commission reported: ‘on the basis of our review, in our opinion the information contained in the Annual Return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.’

‘The Council should review its level of fidelity guarantee insurance cover which is below the Audit Commission’s guideline level (cash plus half the precept).’
As in previous years TPC agreed not to increase the fidelity guarantee insurance for the following reasons:

· TPC hold no cash

· 3 signatures are required for each cheque payment (clerk + 2 councillors)

· A full bank reconciliation is reported and authorised at each Council meeting.

For 2010/11 TPC has again opted for a lower level of cover than recommended by the Audit Commission.
	All note



	10/224
	Holy Trinity Church request for contribution towards churchyard maintenance

(Clrs Brian Baldwin and Tricia Barber declared an interest regarding the donation request from Holy Trinity Church as they are members of the PCC)
The Church does not have any income stream for churchyard maintenance and relies on donations. The estimate for annual costs is £1450.

TPC agreed to contribute £1k to the annual maintenance costs. 

	All note/Clerk 

	10/225
	Molehill Green Cricket Club 

(previously circulated)
Molehill Green Cricket Club has requested a donation towards the clubs current objectives; to improve club facilities by repairing the roof and providing mains electricity of the pavilion.

TPC agreed that it was glad to know that the club is being revived since news that the 2nd runway at Stansted will not proceed. TPC is very supportive of this important parish facility.

TPC approved a contribution of £1500 towards the roof repairs.
	All note/Clerk



	10/226
	Silver Jubilee Hall Development

The Clerk relayed a report from Clr David Daykin who had written to TPC on behalf of the Silver Jubilee Hall Management Committee.
‘Progress on the hall development stalled over the summer. SJH Committee has agreed to prepare another project plan. There is little enthusiasm for extensive work to the Sports & Social Club, and current thinking is focussed on access, toilet accommodation, and re-ordering the western end of the building. There is also some thought to include an upgraded stage and rearranging access to the kitchen.’

SJH Committee requests confirmation that there is no objection to the previous grant being spent on future proposals.
The Clerk reminded TPC that in June 2009 TPC agreed to contribute £12.5k towards professional fees to develop plans for the Sports & Social Club/youth provision (architects fees, planning application/building regs).

TPC also provided £2.5k towards existing plans.

TPC concluded that since there are now no plans to create a youth facility the £12.5k should be rescinded. Whilst TPC is supportive of improving the facilities, TPC will not expose itself to further abortive costs.

TPC agreed to write to the committee confirming the above, and advising the Committee to come forward with revised plans and costings before TPC can consider/commit future funding.
	All note/Clerk


	TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS

	10/227
	Report on Highways Matters
Winter salt distribution:

New ECC policy means that salt bins are no longer available. ECC is conducting a trial distributing one tonne salt bags to Parish Council’s for them to manage and use as they see fit. The Parish Council does not have facilities to store a tonne of salt. TPC will ask a local farmer to store the salt on our behalf and will source a salt bin independently. The Parish Council will then coordinate distribution of the salt when and where necessary.

Speed Checks:

PCSO’s have completed a speed check exercise along Station Rd/Hatfield Broad oak Road B183. 100 vehicles were checked. 13 vehicles were recorded travelling in excess of the speed limit. Vehicle owners will receive a warning letter from the Police.
	All note/
Clerk 



	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	10/228
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report

Clr John Green has completed an inspection & reported:

Recreation Ground: Equipment in good order & site tidy. Toddler unit & fencing repairs complete.
Sports Field: Equipment in good order & site tidy. 
A local resident has raised concerns about rubble in the bike course mounds. Following inspection, Clr Gregory will contact the bike course group and ask them to remove the rubble and make safe.

	All note


	10/229
	Recreation Ground & Sports Field Notices

In order to minimise the cost of the notices and fixing, TPC agreed to seek quotations for the supply of notices only, and to reduce the numbers required:-
Rec Grd: 2 x single side, small size (1200mm x 800mm)

Sports Field: 1 x double side large (1600mm x 1200mm) use existing fixings. 1 x small (1200mm x 800mm) single side at bike course.
	Dec mtg

	10/230
	Cleaning of Bus Shelters 
TPC noted the maintenance programme for the 3 bus shelters in Parsonage Rd. TPC agreed 3 shelters x 3 times/year at a cost of £350.
	All note/
Clerk to issue contract

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	 10/231
	Clerks Report 
TPC noted the report
	All note

	10/232
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the report
	All note




The meeting finished at 22.55pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 1st December 2010 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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