	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Annual General Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 7th May 2008, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr. Richard Cheetham

Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr. Iain Brown (7.35pm)

	Clr. John Gregory

Clr. Brian Baldwin

Clr. John Green ( 9.30pm)
Clerk Jane Heskey


	   Apologies: 
	Clr. Trevor Allen, Clr John Orpin, Clr. Patricia Barber, Clr John Green (arrived at 9.30pm) District Councillor Mr. Derek Jones , Mr. Mike Garrick & Mr. Martin Peachey 


	Visitors:
	District Councillor Mrs. Jackie Cheetham (8pm) & Mr. Emlyn Humphries (Takeley Christian School)

	08/83 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members to the AGM, and received apologies as above. 
08/84 Appointment of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office:

Clr Richard Cheetham was proposed by Clr Brian Baldwin & seconded to Clr John Gregory.

Clr Richard Cheetham was unanimously elected as Chairman. Clr Richard Cheetham accepted office and signed a declaration.

Clr Iain Brown joined the meeting
08/85  Appointment of Vice Chairman:
Clr Carol Pratt was proposed by Clr Richard Cheetham and seconded by Clr Iain Brown.

Clr Carol Pratt was unanimously elected Vice Chairman.
08/86  Appointment of Roles & Responsibilities and Committees:
The following changes were discussed and agreed:
Councillor

Area of Responsibility

Clr Mike Garrick 

Retired
TBC (to be filled when new member joins)

Primary Care Trust & Police Liaison (2nd rep)

Clr Trevor Allen

Planning Committee

Clr Iain Brown

Finance Committee

Tricia Barber 

Area Forums Rep

All other appointments were re-confirmed. The Clerk will issue an updated list to all members.
08/87 Declarations of Interest: 
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

Clr Richard Cheetham declared a personal interest in:

1. Sanction of EALC course fees (attendee)
2. Village Planters - update & agree action (Clr Cheetham is project co-ordinator)

08/88 Minutes:
 Meeting 2nd April 2008 minute 08/75: ‘Amendment to TPC Financial Regulations & Standing Orders 76.6:  NEW SECTION: ’Members Expenses’

Any councillor can spend up to £50 per annum in order to discharge any function of the Council with prior approval.  Members should contact either (i) Clerk/RFO or (ii) Chairman, Vice Chairman, or Finance Committee member.’
TPC agreed that the necessity to include ‘Finance Committee members’  will be reviewed in line with the most recent NALC model Financial Regulations at the June meeting.

The minutes of the 2nd April 2008 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.




08/89 Matters Arising:

· Parish Plan - RCCE have written to inform parish councils that their application for lottery funding has been refused. This will curtail the field officers operations and may result in charges levied to parish councils who use their services. TPC will delay start of plan until at least July (post submission of Stansted Airport G2 planning application response).
OPEN FORUM:

· Emlyn Humphries gave his apologies for being unable to attend the Annual Parish Assembly (14/5/08) due to a trustees meeting.
· DC Jackie Cheetham reported:

-Moira Groborz will contact Takeley re the allocation of Affordable Housing in Takeley.

-A planning application for 46 Affordable Homes at Priors Green has been deferred by UDC

-UDC hopes to have a new Chief Executive within 6 months.
-Mr David Forkin (ECC Highways Manager) visited Takeley on 28/5/08

-The closure of the Coopers End roundabout via Coopers End is a condition of the G1 planning application and will be a joint decision between ECC, UDC & Stansted Airport. It may be accessible to emergency vehicles and buses only. DC Jackie Cheetham will make further enquiries.
	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	08/90
	April Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the report & recommendation from the Planning Committee meeting 23rd April  2008 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/0430/08/DFO Stansted Airport
Brief Description: Maintenance hangar & warehouse.

Recommendation: Objection

UTT/0479/08/FUL 64 Takeley Park
Brief Description:  Single storey extension
Recommendation: No objection 

UTT/0136/08/FUL Takeley Football Club
Brief Description:  Erection of replacement stand (resubmitted with Design & Access statement - no changes)
Recommendation: No objection 


	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	Stansted Airport G2 Planning Application & Compulsory Purchase Order

	08/91
	TPC ratified proposals agreed at the TPC workshop (1/5/08):

TPC unanimously oppose Stansted Airport’s application for a 2nd runway.

In relation to proposed Compulsory Purchase Order: 
· List of principle objections (circulated at meeting) - Tim Trembath (Mullocks & Wells) to critique/advise.
· Agreed to write a letter to majority of residents affected by CPO Notice

· Agreed letter to H&E Observer re CPO consultation (following recent publicity pro BAA) - encourage people to lodge objections (date, contact details, principle objections)

· Clr Carol Pratt & the Clerk have authority to make appropriate amendments following feedback from Tim Trembath & will ensure TPC objections are submitted before 16/5/08.  
Objection to G2:

· Recommend working with SSE to utilise expertise to shape a robust case/objection

· TPC to make an individual submission (Takeley specific/ residents/ community/well being)

· Recommend financial support for SSE (minimum subscription £10k/yr for the next 2 yrs) - subject to resolution at public meeting.
· Update local parishes re TPC action. Suggest they should adopt similar policy (Support SSE. Provide funds. Use expertise)

· Clerk to book venue for a public meeting to endorse TPC strategic proposal (between 27/5/08 - 5/6/08)
· TPC workshop to prepare public meeting agenda Tuesday, 13th May 2008 (9.30am)

· Extraordinary TPC meeting 18th June 2008 to ratify the G2 response
	All note

Clerk

Clerk

Clr. C. Pratt/ Clerk

Clerk
Clerk
All note

All note



	Feedback from meeting with Aiden Thomas (West Essex PCT) & Toni Coles (Locality Director) re healthcare provision in Takeley/Priors Green (29/4/08)

	08/92
	Clr Richard Cheetham reported:

-The district Healthcare Plan is to be confirmed

-Aiden Thomas agreed that Takeley needs ‘something’. The village is on the cusp of a viable operation.
-The Priors Green development does not provide land for a health centre

-The PCT agreed to write to the developer to reopen discussions


	All note

	CONSULTATION

	08/93
	NATS Proposed Flight Path Changes Consultation open until 22/5/08
· Clr Richard Cheetham proposed a response (circulated at meeting) objecting to the NATS proposal which is includes advice from SSE (previously circulated) & Stansted Airport G1 planning application objections.
· TPC agreed the proposal

· TPC wish to thank Martin Peachey for the considerable work he has done to support/advise TPC on its response.


	Clerk to respond before 22/5/08

	08/94
	ECC Waste Management Strategy

-This consultation is geared towards individual residents

-TPC supports Mechanical Bio Treatment & production of recovered solid fuel providing the operation is cost effective and efficient

-TPC would encourage ECC to identify localised solutions that minimise additional transport and emissions
	Clerk to respond

	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	08/95
	April Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for April 2008 were tabled & agreed.
TPC ratified 2 further payments:

Cheque 101304 - Buffy Bus donation £100 (agreed April 2008 minute 08/75)

Cheque 101305 - Lubbock Fine (External Audit 2006/07) £646.25
	All note

	08/96
	Actual V Budgets 2007/08
(previously circulated)
TPC approved costs v budgets for 12mths.
	All note

	08/97
	2007/08 Annual Employers Return
The chairman has verified accuracy of the return.

TPC authorised return for submission before 19th May 2008
	All note

	08/98
	2007/08 Accounts - Annual Return
TPC authorised review by Finance Committee (29th June 2008) to be ratified at TPC meeting 4/6/08
	June mtg


	08/99
	2008/09 Insurance Renewal Premium
The Clerk has verified current assets and reviewed proposed policy.
TPC agreed:

· To agree increase to fidelity guarantee as per External Audit 2006/07 recommendation (currently £50k increase to £100k cover) providing it costs no more than £90

· Authorised Clerk to make payment by 1st June 2008 (subject to above)

· Request quote to include 8 x village planters. Update next meeting.


	All note

Clerk

June mtg


	08/100
	Request by Clr Daykin to purchase a copy of ‘Local Council Administration’ 7th Edition by Charles Arnold Baker
In the absence of Clr David Daykin TPC agreed to defer this item until June meeting
	June mtg


	08/101
	NALC/ EALC Annual Subscription
TPC approved payment of subscription TY = £433.01 LY = £419.48 (+3%)
	Clerk

	08/102
	Friends of Historic Essex (Supporting Essex Records Office).
TPC approved £10 subscription
	Clerk

	08/103
	EALC Training Course - Chairman’s Day 2 (3/6/08)

TPC approved payment of course fees for Clr Richard Cheetham (£52)
	Clerk

	08/104
	Final payment of Legal Costs in relation to HOSS legal challenge
· TPC unanimously approved payment of invoice (£19 598.62 + VAT)

· In Clr Daykin’s absence, TPC agreed to allow any observations by Clr Daykin to be consider at the June meeting
	Clerk

June Mtg

	08/105
	Payments & Decisions
TPC acknowledged receipt of correspondence from EALC relating to TPC payments and decisions. The EALC concluded that TPC had acted properly. 
EALC has provided the latest model Financial Regulations. 

TPC agreed that the Clerk will circulate to members for comment by 26/5/08.
The Clerk will collate comments in time for June meeting.
	All note -  

comments reqd. by 26/5/08

Clerk

June Mtg

	08/106
	Council meeting start and finish times
TPC agreed to alter the monthly council meeting start time to 7pm for a trial period of 2 months (June & July)

TPC will aim to finish meeting by 10pm (re-assess agenda at 9.30pm)
	All note

	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	08/107
	Report on Highways matters

· Has ECC removed the speed camera on Dunmow Rd? 

· Request for 30mph repeater signs in Station Rd has been refused. ECC policy dictates that repeater signs are not deployed in lit areas.
· Parking problems in Morrells Green (previously reported) - TPC has received support from both local police & ECC highways Dept. TPC will continue to monitor the situation.
	Clerk to verify
All note

	08/108
	Monthly Report - Mr. Martin Peachey 

(written report)

National Express Coaches

No National Express coaches were seen going through the village in the month.  
Community Speed Watch

No monitoring was carried out during the month due to absence and bad weather.

	All note



	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	08/109
	TPC agreed to defer the following items until June meeting:
· Update on Listed Buildings, Public Footpaths & Tree Protection Orders in the Parish (Clr Trevor Allen)
· Request to purchase rubbish bin for Parsonage Road bus shelter
· Sports Field & Rec. Grd monthly reports
	All note

	08/110
	30 young trees donated by Takeley Primary School 
· Tree protectors have been purchased at a cost of £9.87
· The trees will be planted out in the autumn
	All note

	08/111
	Monthly Recreation Ground & Sports Field Reports

 (Cllr J Green)

· All residents are invited to collect compost from the Sports Field on Sat. 10/5/08 between 10am - 3pm (free of charge)
· 2008/09 budget includes funds to repair the play area surface on the Recreation Grd. The Clerk will arrange for 3 quotes.
	All note
Clerk

	08/112
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues
· Clrs Trevor Allen & John Gregory will be attending the PCCG meeting on 27th May 2008.
· TPC will continue to work with the police to address recent incidents of youths harassing local residents.

	All note


	08/113
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report.

· Clerk to write to UDC on behalf of residents who are unable to use bus passes until 9.30am
	All note




The meeting finished at 10.40pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 4th June 2008 at Takeley Station House at 7.00pm.
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