	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 4th June 2008, at 7.00pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr. Richard Cheetham

Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Trevor Allen
Clr John Green

Clr. John Gregory


	Clr. David Daykin
Clr Tricia Barber

Clr John Orpin (7.20pm)
Clerk Jane Heskey


	   Apologies: 
	Clrs Iain Brown, Brian Baldwin, District Councillor Mrs. Jackie Cheetham & Mr. Martin Peachey


	Visitors:
	Mr. Mike Garrick

	08/114 Welcome and apologies: Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham opened the meeting, welcomed members, and received apologies as above. 
08/115 Declarations of Interest: None
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

08/116 Minutes:
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 7th May 2008 meeting, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.




	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	08/117
	May Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the report & recommendation from the Planning Committee meeting 14th May  2008 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/0627/08/FUL Coniston, Jacks Lane 

Brief Description:  2 storey side & rear extension. New roof lights to rear & side elevations, new door to side entrance & 2 sets of French doors to rear. Existing front dormer to be pitched. Erection of replacement garage.

.Recommendation: Objection
UTT/0687/08/FUL Maggotts Cottages, Warish Hall Rd

Brief Description:  Extension & alteration.

Recommendation: No objection 
UTT/0721/08/FUL Unit R1, Local Centre, Priors Green

Brief Description:  Vary condition C90A of UTT/2205/07/DFO (Unit R1 shall not be used outside the hours of 06.00 - 23.00 seven days a week. The remaining units shall not be used outside the hours of 06.30 - 22.00 unless otherwise agreed in writing with Local Planning Authority)

Recommendation: Objection 
UTT/0668/08/FUL Sycamores, Brewers End 

Brief Description:  Single storey extension & garage

Recommendation: No objection 


UTT/0718/08/FUL Land rear of 2-5 Takeley Business Centre, Dunmow Rd

Brief Description:  Change of use B8 (storage) to B1A (business & office)

Recommendation: No objection 

	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	08/118
	Stansted Airport G2 (2nd runway) Planning Application
· TPC noted the minutes from the public meeting on 30th May. Over 70 residents attended. Speakers included Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham, DC Jackie Cheetham, 2 Cllrs from Essex County Council and Mr. Brian Ross (SSE).
2 resolutions to (1) Oppose G2 Planning application (2) Provide a minimum of £10k per year for the next 2 years to the SSE campaign, were unanimously approved.
· TPC will consult SSE for guidance on the G2 response. The Clerk will request a list of bullet points to circulate prior to 18/6/08 meeting. Cllrs agreed to forward comments to the Clerk by Mon. 16th June.
· Extraordinary TPC meeting 18th June 2008 7.30pm to ratify the G2 response.
	All note



	CONSULTATION

	08/119
	UDC Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
(previously circulated)
UDC has requested comments on the type of sites being looked at for future consultation.
TPC agreed the following response:

· TPC wishes to be included in future consultation

· Sources of information appear adequate. Nothing to add.

· Mindful of current and proposed development, TPC has no further sites to add within the parish.

	Clerk to respond to UDC

	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	08/120
	April Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for May 2008 were tabled & agreed.
TPC ratified 2 further payments:

Cheque 101319 - Silver Jubilee Hall  (Public Mtg 30/5/08) £18
Cheque 101320 - Mr. Mike Garrick (PCCG Mtg with Clr.  J. Gregory) £12.91
	All note

	08/121
	2007/08 Accounts - Annual Return
TPC approved 2007/08 accounts & authorised Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham to sign the Annual Return
	All note


	08/122
	2008/09 Insurance Renewal Premium

The Clerk has made payment on the ‘like for like’ insurance renewal premium as agreed in May.
TPC agreed:

· Not to increase to fidelity guarantee insurance.
· To include 8 x village planters at a cost of £32 per year.
	All note

Clerk

	08/123
	Request by Clr Daykin to purchase a copy of ‘Local Council Administration’ 7th Edition by Charles Arnold Baker

Clr. David Daykin withdrew his request
	All note



	08/124
	Final payment of Legal Costs in relation to HOSS legal challenge
TPC received and noted observations by Clr. David Daykin.
	All note



	08/125
	Finance Committee Report & Recommendations 29/5/08
1. Budgets 2008/09
· PWLB increase budget to £2700 (+£600). Small loan final payment paid April 2008.

· Electricity: increased supplier costs. FC recommends increasing budgets 
· Sports field from £100 to £200 (+£100)

· Street Lighting from £50 to £100 (+£50)
· Fields in Trust Legal work (requires £200-300 budget). FC recommends TPC instruct Nockolds, requesting estimate and confirm costs. Cost to be funded from £2k ‘Legal Advice’ fund. If cost is greater than £200-300 it will be referred back to TPC.

· Removal of Trim Trail and portacabins - FC recommend allowing £500 per year (2008/09 & 2009/10)

· Sports field cesspit/weeper system - tbc pending TFC development

· Equipment ownership sign - FC recommend Sports Field is adequate. Recreation Ground requires 2x signs at gates (A4 - dog fouling & equipment ownership/use, age guidance) Budget £300.

· Recreation Ground Equipment - tbc. Awaiting survey results. FC recommends adding to project list. Use Weston Homes donation. Applying for grant funding/matching funds.

· Equipment for village handyman - FC recommends supply of equipment - none. Repairs tbc.

· Takeley Football Club/Sports field development - FC recommends the following:

-write to Cory Wright re strip of land

-Draft lease agreement (instruct Nockolds & budget £400-500)

-Planning application fees - no contribution

-      Parish Plan - FC recommends:

       -Initial budget of £1k to prepare survey & cover travelling expense to/from RCCE

       -Future analysis, reports, open days tbc

-      Village Planters tbc

-      Silver Jubilee Hall Development tbc

2. SSE Donation - to oppose BAA Stansted second runway (G2)

FC recommends £10k in 2008/09 and a further £10k in 2009/10 (precept).
3. HSBC Bank Error - £110 repaid April 2008. Interest calculated at £5 and £50 compensation paid.
4. Risk Management Programme - FC recommend developing for Sept 2008
5. 3 Year Operating Plan - The Finance Committee recommend preparation commences Sept. 2008.

	To be ratified July mtg

	08/126
	Financial Regulations - review procedures
Following circulation of the latest NALC Model Financial Regulations TPC agreed the following amendments:

REF:

AMENDMENT

2.3

The Council shall review the budget & fix the precept not later than December
3.4

Maintain current limit of £1000 per incident

6.5

No petty cash operation required

11.1(i)
Quotes/Estimates:

One item up to £1k - one quote

£1001 - £3k - two quotes

£3k+ - 3 quotes

TPC Financial Regulations & Standing Orders 76.6:’Members Expenses’
‘Any councillor can spend up to £50 per annum in order to discharge any function of the Council with prior approval.  Members should contact either (i) Clerk/RFO or (ii) Chairman, Vice Chairman,‘
5.3
Endorse adoption of NALC model Financial Reg. -3 signatures per cheque (2 Cllrs & Clerk)
Direct Debits: TPC approved 4 direct debits to TPC account (PWLB, EoN Energy - Street Lighting, Powergen - Sports Field Electricity, HSBC – Interest & Charges)
	Amended Regulations to be circulated with July agenda

	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	08/127
	Monthly Report - Mr. Martin Peachey 

(written report)

TPC noted the following & thanked Martin Peachey:

Coaches

Airdirect coach spotted travelling through village. Write to BAA to remind them that they should be using A120.
Community Speed Watch

Monitoring was carried out on 2 days this month. Volunteers absent and bad weather. Hatfield Heath now has a Speed Watch Team. 
	All note



	08/128
	Report on Highways matters

TPC noted a letter from a resident in Longcroft complaining about parking/ access when parents/carers drop off & collect from school. The local Police will liaise with the school and monitor the situation.
	All note


	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	08/129
	Monthly Recreation Ground & Sports Field Reports

 (Cllr J Green)
TPC agreed a request by Herts Wheelers/SSE to use Sports Field car park & Station House on Sunday, 22/6/08 from 8.30am - 5.00pm
Sports Field: Electricity meter has been vandalised. 

A new meter & repairs to housing is required. Possible insurance claim.

The Clerk will coordinate contractors & will obtain crime ref. no. from police.

Compost is still available.

Recreation Ground: Equipment checked. Overhanging trees will be pruned.
	All note
Update July



	08/130
	Sports Field Development

TPC reviewed drawings for proposal of pitched & pavilion & agreed:
-concerned re scale of pavilion

-request site visit (mark out pavilion & site boundary)

-Clerk to feedback to TFC

-Clerk to update Cory Wright.
	Clerk

	08/131
	 Listed Buildings, Public Footpaths & Tree Protection Orders 
(Clr Trevor Allen)
TPC noted response from BAA re BAA owned listed buildings. This letter does not answer TPC questions. Clerk & Clr Allen will draft a response focusing on Sheering hall & The cart Lodge.
	All note

	08/132
	Village Planter Project
TPC noted ECC Highways response:
-need approval of statutory bodies to site planters on highways

-required to use approved contractor

-Clr. Richard Cheetham will discuss with Hatfield Broad Oak PC to understand how they arranged installation.
-Clerk will research contractors & costs.

-Site meeting required for 2 village green planters.
	All note
Clerk

	08/133
	Request to purchase rubbish bin for Parsonage Road bus shelter
TPC noted a request for the installation of a rubbish bin at the bus stop in parsonage Road.

The Council agreed that there was no suitable place to install a rubbish bin currently. Council are concerned at that the lack of space and narrow pavement  

The Clerk will contact ECC to ask whether they provide bus shelters for trial or grants that would allow us to make changes sooner rather than later. 
	All note 

Clerk

	08/134
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues
TPC noted feedback from Clr John Gregory:

UPPG Police Liaison Meeting 27/5/08
	All note

	08/135
	Relocation of clothes bank & bottle bank at Old School House
· Clr Richard Cheetham will discuss request clear up by UDC.

· Relocation will be discussed at July meeting when Clr. Brown is present.
	All note

	08/136
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report.

· Clerk to write to ECC re Station House Tenancy. Request more information.
· ECO Town Consultation - to be reviewed at next Planning Committee Mtg

· BT payphone consultation - TPC opposes removal of any rural payphones. Brewers End must be retained.
	All note




The meeting finished at 10.15pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 2nd July 2008 at Takeley Station House at 7.00pm.
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