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WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Stansted Airport - Generation 2 Consultation

Dear Mr Morgan

Takeley Parish Council finds it impossible to respond positively to the ‘G2 Project’ consultation. This asks for the community closest to the proposals for a second runway to state a preference on a development that will eventually destroy that very same community. Takeley Parish Council will not participate in a consultation process that results in the destruction and blight of the very community it seeks to serve. To do so would amount to committing community suicide and to the implicit acceptance of the inevitability of a second runway. Nor will Takeley Parish Council transfer the potential misery and suffering to other neighbouring communities by supporting alternative options.

Takeley Parish Council has no preference for the position of a second runway at Stansted Airport. We are firmly opposed to further expansion and increasingly worried that BAA’s preferred ‘Option A’ appears to encroach even closer into the Parish than the previously published position that resulted in many property owners in Bambers Green opting out by accepting the  ‘Home Value Guarantee Scheme’. Any further development and land take is unacceptable. This has already subsumed areas of our community such as Molehill Green and Bambers Green.

Takeley Parish Council refers you to their original response to the DfT’s consultation on 

‘The Future Development of Air Transport in the United Kingdom: South East’ in October 2002. In it the Council clearly opposed the proposals outlined for the development of Stansted Airport and found it difficult to respond rationally to plans that would result in the demolition of village communities within its parish boundary, ie: Mole Hill Green and Bambers Green with Takeley itself becoming uninhabitable with noise decibel levels beyond World Health Authority safety guidelines. The commercial and communications infrastructure needed to service such a level of expansion would go beyond reasonable living limits. Takeley Parish Council proposed that regional airports should be further developed to satisfy regional demands. It also recommended that future development should take account of regional and environmental needs by developing off-shore sites, not inland ones. 

These are views which Takeley Parish Council continues to hold.

Takeley Parish Council will continue to object to expansion proposals and will fight for fair and inclusive compensation for all of our householders and BAA tenants (especially in Molehill Green) who are all subjected to generalised blight as a result of BAA’s proposals. People in our community deserve the right to live in a stress free environment where normal life is not subjected to the blight and uncertainty that a major infrastructure imposes on it for others perceived commercial gain.

Takeley Parish Council proposes that no second runway be built at Stansted airport and fundamentally disagree with this incomplete consultation where such issues as plans for rail /  road linkages and the impact on health and environment have yet to be presented to the public.

Yours sincerely,

David Fossett
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