PUBLIC MEETING HOSTED BY TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL

 Friday, 30th May 2008

BAA Stansted Airport Ltd

 G2 planning application for a second runway


	Speakers:
	

	Clr Richard Cheetham
	Chairman Takeley Parish Council

	Clr Jackie Cheetham
	Clr & Deputy Leader Uttlesford District Council

	Clr John Jowers
	Essex County Council (Cabinet Member for Planning)

	Clr Robert Chambers
	Essex County Council

	Mr. Brian Ross
	Stop Stansted Expansion


Clr Richard Cheetham: opened the meeting and welcomed residents (approx 70) and visitors.

· Introduced speakers

· Apologies from County Clr Susan Barker, County Council Leader Lord Hanningfield and MP Sir Alan Haselhurst.
· Read Sir Alan Haselhurst letter ‘ I really would have liked the opportunity to express my solidarity with Takeley Parish Council and local residents on this matter, although I hope my track record will leave no-one in any doubt about that. I shall be fighting this application very resolutely and, of course; I have played a leading part in persuading my Party, if elected to government, not to build a second runway’.

· Purpose of meeting

· 2 resolutions

· History of Stansted Airport.

Clr Jackie Cheetham (UDC):
· UDC is opposed to expansion at Stansted Airport

· JC understands the impact of expansion

· Must work with partners to fight expansion

· Partnership between Essex, Herts & East Herts Councils to employ experts

· UDC has joined CO2 group – a wider coalition of authorities

· UDC has put back the date for representations re G2 planning application following requests from statutory consultees (now 26/9/08)
· Govt Road & Rail consultations remain open until 26/6/08 (as yet)

· Must work hard to convince Govt that Stansted Airport is the wrong place to put another runway

Clr John Jowers (ECC):
· ECC supports opposition to Stansted expansion
· ECC has budgeted to fight what will be a difficult campaign (£1.4m)
· Very clear commitment from ECC
· Must prepare a good case
· Many issues/very complex
· It is very expensive to employ the legal support
· Hope that G2 application is ‘called in’ by Govt to a public inquiry
· Very encouraged and impressed by this meeting -‘primary democracy’ 
· Concerned that proposed Govt legislation will remove ability/power of UDC (local statutory power) to determine local planning issues.

Clr Robert Chambers (ECC):
· Opposed to G2
· ‘I do not want Uttlesford ruined’

Mr. Brian Ross (SSE):
· 6 years ago current threat arose

· 2003 Govt White Paper recommended (1) full use of existing runway (2)G2 - 2nd runway

· G1 - application for full use of existing runway submitted 2005. We are still waiting. Public Inquiry was rushed. 7 months later Govt has not decided. If it was on balance of evidence we would win. Ultimately the Govt will decide! (This is first hurdle of 2003 Govt policy. Brian Ross feels that it is unlikely the Govt will refuse it)
· Govt must make sure the decision is not legally vulnerable otherwise this decision could be challenged. (SSE would mount a legal challenge if the G1 report is in anyway flawed)
· With G1 outstanding, it is astonishing that BAA has submitted G2 application

· What BAA said at G1 Inquiry is now known to be untrue (air quality, surface access)

· SSE want to cross examine BAA

· G2 application comes 4 ½ years after the Govt White Paper

· If the Govt call G2 in, the public inquiry should start Jan - April 2009. 12 month inquiry finishing Spring 2010. Decision 2011?

· Cannot get through before next General Election (June 2010 latest)
· Conservatives & Lib. Dems. oppose 2nd runway at Stansted

· BAA was taken over 2 years ago. The Spanish company borrowed all the money to but it.

· £1 billion per year interest to pay - more than annual profits

· How can they afford it?

· Competition Commission likely to break up BAA

· If BAA retain Stansted - SSE would prefer a cash strapped company owning Stansted

· Planning: 2nd runway is in line with Govt policy

· Is there a need? Stnasted is 20k passengers/week down on last year. 23m passengers per year at the moment. A single runway could cope with up to 50m passengers/year.

· Do benefits out way harm? G2 will be bigger than Heathrow (land usage, flights and passengers). The biggest problem is the scale of the development (road traffic, housing, approx. 40 hotels, warehouses, noise, air quality, water supply, environmental consequences) versus economic benefits. How does it benefit the UK?
· ‘Battlegrounds’:

· Legal

· Political (7 MEPS for East of England (including Labour) oppose G2. All local counties MPs oppose G2. Huge coalition of political support to oppose G2.) ‘Do not underestimate the challenge but we are not afraid’
· Media is important and the stance is changing. It is now questioning Govt proposals
· Community - 6500 SSE members. The campaign is expensive. £130k - 2006 public inquiry. What we have we will spend wisely to put up a good fight.
· We need you to send your objections to UDC

· ‘I am confident that one of these battles will be won!’


Clr Richard Cheetham thanked speakers and invited questions.

RESOLUTIUONS:

1. Takeley opposes the G2 planning application for a second runway at Stansted Airport.

Unanimously agreed (show of hands for & against)

2. The Parish Council should provide financial support to SSE (a minimum of £10k in each of the next 2 years).

Unanimously agreed (show of hands for & against)

Meeting closed 9pm
