	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 3rd December 2008, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr Carol Pratt

Clr. John Gregory
Clr Iain Brown

Clr John Orpin


	Clr Trevor Allen

Clr Tricia Barber

Clerk Jane Heskey


	   Apologies: 
	Clr Richard Cheetham, Clr Brian Baldwin, Clr John Green, Clr. David Daykin, District Cllr Jackie Cheetham, Mr. Martin Peachey


	Visitors:
	Mrs Carol King & Mr David Spragg (residents of Takeley Street)
Mr. John Monk & Mr. Eric Rogers (Silver Jubilee Hall Mgmt Committee)
Mr Geoff Bagnall (8.45pm)


	08/266 Welcome and apologies: Acting Chairman Clr Carol Pratt opened the meeting, welcomed members and visitors, and received apologies as above. 
08/267 Declarations of Interest: None.

Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

08/268 Minutes:
The minutes of the TPC meeting on 5th November 2008, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

08/269 Matters Arising:
Manorial Land - Mr. Euan Kennedy (Lord of the Manor) has overseen digging of a trench around the border of the east side of Bambers Green.

The agreement between Mr. Kennedy and Takeley Parish Council who will act as a point of contact for local residents has been signed and finalised by both parties.

As requested, Mr. Kennedy has written to all residents of Bambers Green. This letter will be published in the TPC Newsletter (Winter Edition) and distributed to all residents.

08/270 Open Forum:
2 residents of Takeley Street addressed the meeting regarding persistent speeding in Takeley Street.

TPC agreed that the Clerk should write to ECC Highways Dept and Essex Police to highlight the continuing problem. Houses in Takeley Street are close to the roadside, driveways enter and exit from the main road, and the number of infill development continues to increase the number of dwellings (over 60 new houses in the last 2-3 years). Residents suggest either chicanes or average speed camera at either end of The Street. ECC should be reminded that some years ago David Forkin recommended the implementation of traffic calming measures following the opening of the new A120.


	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	08/271
	November Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the reports & recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting held on 19th November 2008 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/1690/08/FUL Land at Long Border Roads, Stansted Airport 

Brief Description: Installation of radio base station. 17.5m column supporting 6 antennae and base equipment.

Recommendation: Objection

UTT/1634/08/FUL Conifers & Montroig, Bush End Road

Brief Description: Removal of condition C6.7 to enable conversion of garages to ancillary living accommodation.
Recommendation: Objection
	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	08/272
	Stansted Airport G2 Application
TPC agreed that the Clerk will submit a Statement of Case outlining TPC objections to the Compulsory Purchase Order proposals (including Molehill Green Village Green & Common Land,  Ancient Monuments & Listed buildings) to the Planning Inspectorate by 5th January 2009.
The Clerk is confirming potential witnesses for the Inquiry.

TPC agreed to hold a workshop to begin preparing TPC’s Proof of Evidence on Wed. 14th January 2009 at 10.00am
	All note

	08/273
	Major Development - UTT/1699/08/FUL TriSail Towers, Elsenham Estate, Elsenham
UDC has requested any comment to this planning application which will include 3 towers (11 storeys, 9 storeys & 7 storeys) containing 9290 sq. metres of offices & 3252 sq. Metres of retail space, underground parking & landscaping.

TPC agreed to object to the proposal and made the following comments:

-The design is totally inappropriate and out of character with the rural area.

-The proposed height of the development means that it will be visible in Takeley. This is an unacceptable visual intrusion.

-At night any illumination will be visible for miles

-Access is difficult from Takeley via Molehill Green or other directions (Stansted, Elsenham or Thaxted). The surrounding roads are unclassified and unsuitable for substantial additional volumes of traffic. (weight restrictions in Stansted).
	Clerk to respond

	08/274
	ESS/46/08/UTT Crumps Farm application
Proposal to continue mineral extraction & development of waste recycling & composting facility. Response reqd by 25th December.

TPC agreed that this application is a major departure from the current operation, and given the volume of information supplied with this application the Planning Committee should review the material and agree TPC’s response on Wed. 10th December 2008 (Agenda to be published).
TPC will request conditions to protect Takeley should the application be approved.

Following the Planning Committee meeting on 10/12/08 the Clerk will respond to ECC before 25th Dec. 2008. 
	All note
Planning Committee mtg 10/12/08

Clerk

	08/275
	Silver Jubilee Hall Development (previously circulated)
Chairman Clr Carol Pratt reiterated TPC’s support for development of Silver Jubilee Hall which was minuted in July 2007.

In the absence of Clr David Daykin, Mr. John Monk and Mr. Eric Rogers provided an update on development proposals and timescales.
-Currently have planning permission and building regs. for refurbishment of SJH.

-RCCE suggested inclusion of youth facilities.

-SJH has applied to Essex Environmental Trust for £100k Community Prize.

-Total project is now anticipated to cost £1m. 

-Applying to the Big Lottery Fund.

TPC resolved that it would not increase the Precept for 2009/10 to make a substantial contribution to the development at this stage. Further public consultation is required along with planning approval and detailed costings and business plan.

TPC principally agrees to make a contribution to the administrative costs of progressing the proposal or public consultation. In July 2007 TPC agreed to support development of the Hall. In the PC survey in October 2007 residents confirmed development of SJH as No. 2 on the priority list of proposed community projects. Funds are available to contribute towards consultation/exhibition costs. TPC will wait a firm request.
SJH representatives agreed to update TPC once quotes/costings had been established. 
	All note

	08/276
	Proposed Pedestrian Crossings -

B1256 Dunmow Rd, Little Canfield/Takeley (previously circulated)
TPC has no objection to this proposal.


	Clerk to respond to ECC

	
	CONSULTATION
	

	08/277
	Communities & Local Government - Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members & Employees (previously circulated)
TPC resolved the following comments:

-TPC supports the proposal to divide the new Model Code of Conduct into 2 sections to include a section on members conduct in a non-official capacity.

-The section on a members conduct in a non-official capacity should be limited to an obligation on members not to bring their office into disrepute by conduct which is a criminal offence.

-TPC does not support a Code of Conduct for employees. This is/should be incorporated into the job description/specification and managed through the terms & conditions of contract. The proposal causes unnecessary burocracy.

-TPC would support that paragraph 12(2) of the 2007 Model Code which permits members with a prejudicial interest in a matter the right to make representations, answer questions, and give evidence on a matter if the public are also given the same opportunity, should be mandatory for parish councils.


	Clerk to respond

	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	08/278
	November Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for November 2008 were tabled & agreed.
Bank Reconciliation verified by Chairman Clr. Richard Cheetham.

	All note

	08/279
	Takeley Community Group (previously circulated)
TPC approved to request for a donation of £500.


	All note
Clerk


	08/280
	SLCC Annual Membership Renewal (previously circulated)
TPC approved payment of annual membership Subscription £96 (last yr £85)


	All note


	08/281
	TPC approved the inclusion of an extraordinary item received after publication of the agenda.
Royal British Legion - Takeley Branch
TPC approved a request to contribute £150 towards the cost of providing Christmas food hampers/vouchers to the widows of servicemen.

	All note

	08/282
	Budgets & Precept 2009/10 (previously circulated)
TPC finalised budget proposals & resolved to submit a precept request for 2009/10 of £70k
	All note

	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	08/283
	Report on Highways matters

 National Express Coaches

There were no National Express coaches reported as seen going through the village in the month.  However one Terravision coach was seen on Sunday 2 November at 8.05am registration number YN06 OKE   

Community Speed Watch

The radar gun was re-calibrated during the month such that monitoring was only possible in Parsonage Road and Station Road, Brewers End. 

Essex police carried out continuous unattended monitoring in Takeley Street between Wednesday 5 and Monday 10 November.  A full set of results have been provided showing numbers and types of vehicles and speeds.  An analysis of these results shows a similar pattern to the earlier June 2008 survey and the speed data demonstrated that the current 30mph speed limit is not being observed.  67% of all vehicles travelled at over 30mph. 

In terms of traffic volumes, the only comparison possible is for the weekend days.  In November the total volume was 4% lower at 9352 compared with the June total of 9718.

Liaison continues with the Hatfield Broad Oak team.
South Road: ECC Highways Dept has confirmed that this is an un-adopted ‘Private Street’ with Highways rights. UDC & ECC will not enforce a parking restriction scheme.

A possible solution is for TPC to request ECC adopt South Rd. TPC agreed that residents should be asked for their view.

Roseacres: Following recent flooding in Roseacres (November) UDC has now cleared the drains.

Coopers End/Molehill Green: TPC received a letter from a local resident requesting improvements/ footways along the road from Coppers End to High House Nursery. TPC agreed to pass this request on to ECC Highways Dept. 

ECC Highways Planned Parish visit: Following receipt of a list of a number of Takeley issues that ECC has agreed to address as part of the 2009 Planned Visit, the Clerk has requested confirmation of the date of the visit and 
An opportunity to add/amend the list of outstanding issues

	All note
Clerk to arrange.

Clerk

Jan 2009

agenda


	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	08/284
	Monthly Recreation Ground & Sports Field Reports
Recreation Ground: No report.
Sports Field: No report.
Sports Field Notice Board: TPC approved a quote for a notice board for the gate £55). Order pending outcome of Dog Control Order proposal.

	All note.


	08/285
	Sports Field - Dog Ban

TPC received an update re current dog byelaw and information from UDC (Will Cockerell) re an option to amend.

TPC agreed to proceed with a ban of dogs on the Sports Field which will commence with a process of public consultation.
	All note 
Feb 2009 agenda

	VILLAGE SERVICES

	08/286
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues

2009 calendar of liaison visits to the Station House & NAP meetings issued.
	All note

	08/287
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report.

Part Night Street Lighting: The Clerk will request that lights in Parsonage Rd stay on until arrival of the last scheduled bus (12.30am)


	All note

	08/288
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the Non Agenda Report.
	All note


The meeting finished at 10.00pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 14th January 2009 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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