Uttlesford District Council has to find sites for 4,000 new homes in the district.
A major consultation on housing development is currently underway.
Uttlesford District Council is consulting on its Core Strategy – a document which sets out in broad terms where thousands of new homes should be built in the coming years as well as how the council will approach various other important issues covers things like the impact of Stansted Airport, where sites for employment should be and how the environment can be protected. Sites for 4,000 homes need to be found in order to meet government targets.
Consultation runs from Monday, 15 February 2010 to Friday, 9 April 2010.
Why are we consulting?
In order to meet government housing targets, Uttlesford District Council will have to make some very difficult decisions. Some 10,150 new homes must be provided in the district between 2001 and 2026. More than half currently have planning permission or will be on already identified sites.

This consultation asks you for your views on suitable locations and other details of the Core Strategy.
How can I take part?
There are two levels of consultation. A leaflet, called Developing Uttlesford, is being distributed to homes cross the district accompanied by a response form. The leaflet sets out the key areas on which we are consulting.

What if I want to give more detailed responses?
Residents may wish to take part in more detailed consultation. This can be done through the council’s on-line planning consultation system, called Limehouse.

If you need any help logging in, please contact the council’s Planning Policy Team, on 01799 510461 or 510454, or email planning@uttlesford.gov.uk
The previous consultation carried out in November 2007 detailed 4 options as to where the 4,000 homes could be developed:
• Option 1 – Saffron Walden, Great Dunmow and Stansted Mountfitchet
• Option 2 – Saffron Walden, Great Dunmow, Stansted Mountfitchet, Takeley, Newport, Elsenham, Thaxted and Great Chesterford
• Option 3 – Similar to Option 2 but with less development in Takeley and more development at Elsenham
• Option 4 – A new settlement at Elsenham (3,000 homes) with limited development in other towns and villages (see Housing section)
Option 4 is the council’s preferred option. 
Housing
 In the last consultation, we said our preferred option was for a new 3,000-home settlement to the north-east of Elsenham, but did not explain how sites for the remaining 1,000 homes would be found.
The results of new studies since then, which looked at issues including environmental, social and economic impacts, show that there are issues with the Elsenham site, particularly in relation to highways and water treatment. But they also show problems in relation to other options as well. The Elsenham proposal remains our preferred option.
Various options for the remaining 1,000 homes have been tested and we are suggesting that they should be split as follows:
• 500 homes at Great Dunmow on sites on the edge of the town. Possible sites are mainly on the southern and western edges of Great Dunmow 
• 250 homes in Saffron Walden on the eastern edge of the town
• 30 homes at Great Chesterford
• 50 homes at Newport
• 20 homes at Stansted Mountfitchet
• 30 homes at Takeley
• 30 homes at Thaxted
This would leave 90 homes to be provided in the smaller villages. If we only allowed development in villages which have a primary school, (to minimise car use) this would average out at five new homes in each village. Information we have already collected suggests that for most villages this scale of development would be acceptable. 
Now Have Your Say
More information on all the topics covered can be found in two key documents - the Core Strategy and Comparative Sustainability Assessment. You may wish to read these documents before responding to the consultation. You can find them by logging on to www.uttlesford.gov.uk and following the link from the homepage.

If you want to look at paper copies of the documents, they are available from Uttlesford District Council’s London Road offices in Saffron Walden, the Community Information Centre in Thaxted and our customer service desk at Great Dunmow Library. They are also available to view, but not take away, from the libraries in Saffron Walden, Stansted Mountfitchet and Thaxted. Alternatively, copies are held by parish councils across the district.
You can use the response form delivered with the leaflet, which sets out the main questions we would like your answers to. A reply paid envelope is also supplied so you do not have to use a stamp.

You can fill in a version of the reply form online – follow the link from the homepage at www.uttlesford.gov.uk
You can write us a letter. Please make sure you make it clear which parts of the consultation you are commenting on and what changes you would like to see. 

Post your letter to: Planning Policy Team, Uttlesford District Council, London Road, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB11 4ER.
Commenting in Further Detail

You may wish to comment in greater detail on the Core Strategy. You can do that either online or on paper.

Our online planning consultation system, called Limehouse, allows you to go through the Core Strategy page by page, making notes against its contents as you go.

You need to register to use it and full details can be found on www.uttlesford.gov.uk, again following the link from the homepage.

You are alternatively welcome to write to us giving your views on the detailed content of the Core Strategy. Please use the address in the left-hand column.

WHICHEVER METHOD YOU CHOOSE FOR YOUR RESPONSE, IT MUST BE WITH UDC BY FRIDAY, 9 APRIL 2010.
