	TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL


                                                                                 

 


MINUTES

Meeting of Takeley Parish Council 
held on Wednesday, 6th August 2008, at 7.30pm at Takeley Station House.

	Present:
	Clr. Carol Pratt

Clr Trevor Allen
Clr John Green

Clr. John Gregory
Brian Baldwin

	Clr Tricia Barber

Clr John Orpin 
Clr. David Daykin 

Clerk Jane Heskey


	   Apologies: 
	Clrs Richard Cheetham, Iain Brown and District Councillor Mrs. Jackie Cheetham 

	Visitors:
	Mr. Mike Garrick (resident), Mr. Geoff Bagnall (resident) & Mr. Martin Peachey (Community Speed Watch)

	08/172 Welcome and apologies: In the absence of the Chairman, Richard Cheetham, Vice Chairman Clr. Carol Pratt opened the meeting, welcomed members, and received apologies as above. 
08/173 Declarations of Interest: None.
Members were reminded that they should declare relevant interests at each meeting for items on the agenda and to request a ‘Change Form’ if their circumstances have changed and their register needs amending.

08/174 Minutes:
The minutes of the TPC meeting on 2nd July 2008, which had been circulated previously, were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

08/175 Matters Arising: None



	PLANNING & STANSTED AIRPORT

	08/176
	July Planning Committee Report & Recommendation
(previously circulated)
TPC approved the reports & recommendations from the Planning Committee meeting held on 23rd  July  2008 as follows:

Summary of  comments:
UTT/1080/08/AV McDonalds Restaurant, Plot 4, South Gate, Stansted Airport
Brief Description:  Static internally illuminated pole sign 

Recommendation: Objection

UTT/0926/08/FUL 1 & 2 Broadfield Villas

Brief Description:  Demolition of pair of semi detached dwellings and ancillary buildings and erection of 14 dwellings, vehicular access & associated works 

Recommendation: Objection

UTT/1161/08/FUL Bassingbourn Lodge, The Street 

Brief Description: Proposed detached garage & entrance gate

Recommendation: No Objection

UTT/1102/08/FUL Ryanair Hangar, Stansted Airport

Brief Description:  Proposed electricity sub-station 

Recommendation: No objection

UTT/1124/08/DFO Phase 9, Priors Green, Dunmow Road

Brief Description: Details following outline permission UTT/0816/00/OP for the construction of 38 dwellings comprising of 30 Affordable housing & 8 private for sale units & landscaping.

Recommendation: No objection 


	Clerk 

has reported using delegated authority to meet UDC deadlines



	08/177
	Stansted Airport G2 (2nd runway) Planning Application
TPC agreed the draft response to the G2 planning application with the following amendments:
-add reference to ‘Countryside Protection Zone’

-Increased traffic & static traffic on B1256

-intensive construction phase 2011 - 2015
-typing error on ‘Noise’ section - ‘Schools’, ‘predict the likely impact of G2 on the larger of the existing primary schools and a proposed additional new primary school’

-any further advice from SSE considered appropriate.
TPC agreed that the final version will be signed off at the September meeting and will include the agreed amendments.
	Sept. Agenda

	08/178
	Stansted Airport G2 Planning Inquiry
TPC agreed to register to appear at the G2 Inquiry as a ‘major party’ which will allow the Council to call multiple witnesses and the right to cross examine
	Clerk to register by 15th Aug.


	FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

	08/179
	July Financial Report 
 (previously circulated)
Financial transactions for July 2008 were tabled & agreed.
TPC ratified 1 further payments:

Cheque 101338 – ROSPA Annual Safety Inspection £211.50
Bank Reconciliation agreed & verified by Vice Chairman Carol Pratt.
	All note

	08/180
	Uttlesford Association of Local Councils

TPC ratified annual membership renewal of £25
	All note


	08/181
	RCCE

TPC agreed annual membership renewal of £55
	All note

	08/182
	EALC Course - Freedom of Information

 TPC approved request by Clerk to attend course 16/9/08 (Fee £32)
	All note

	08/183
	           Actuals v Budgets April - July (previously circulated)
TPC approved statement of expenditure v budget 
	All note


	08/184
	Mr. Mike Garrick’s letter opposing financial support for SSE to fight G2 application (previously circulated)
TPC agreed a response to the concerns raised as follows:

· Mr. Garrick’s objections had been noted in the July minutes as agreed (when the funding for SSE was ratified)

· SSE has not submitted a written strategy/business plan.TPC agreed to request a strategy document/business plan from SSE

· Audited accounts are published on the SSE website.

· TPC will contribute £20k over 2 years which represents £8.30 per household per annum.

· The HOSS challenge is unresolved. Currently an application is pending in the European Court of Human Rights. TPC will keep a close eye on the cost and merits of this case. TPC refute that this legal challenge was a ‘debacle’. This is a protracted and expensive process that is not yet finalised.
· To date SSE have secured £65k to fund the fight against G2

· Whilst TPC was disappointed with the level of attendance (70 residents) at the public meeting (30th May 2008) this was a democratic process. It was not a ‘protest vote’ it was a public meeting. Invites were hand delivered to all residents as well as a poster campaign and website advertising.

· TPC has only received one objection (written or verbal).

· There is no legal reason that prevents TPC from raising this money.
· ICAO policy is not an alternative argument. It can be used as well as other arguments.


	All note

Clerk to write to Mr. Garrick

	08/185
	Council Vacancy
The Clerk provided an update from UDC re Mr. Geoff Bagnall’s application & request to participate in monthly meetings. Providing Mr. Bagnall is registered on the Electoral Register for the December publication he will be eligible to join the Council in January 2009.
TPC agreed to invite Mr. Bagnall to join meetings from September where he will be able to participate in all debate (with the exception of ‘closed’ items) but without voting rights.
	Clerk to provide written confirmation 

	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	08/186
	Report on Highways matters

-TPC agreed to write to ECC Highways Dept/Police/BAA to request a place on the joint forum with a view to seeking resolution on various off airport parking issues in Takeley.
-ECC Highways awaiting confirmation of funds to resurface & repair the Four Ashes junction.
	Clerk
All note


	08/187
	Report on National Express & Heavy Goods Vehicles through Takeley & Community Speed Watch’ campaign - Mr. Martin Peachey
CSW: Monitoring was carried out in Takeley Street, Parsonage Rd, Station Rd, Brewers End & Warish Hall Rd.
A meeting was held with Essex Police, reps from Hatfield Broad Oak CSW & Parish Council & reps from Takeley CSW & PC. (the minutes of the meeting on 16th July were previously circulated by the Clerk)
1. Reduced speed limit in Takeley Street May 2008 (previously 40mph)

2. Community Speed Watch Team in Takeley have liaised closely with HBO throughout

3. Takeley ‘hotspots’ are recognised as Parsonage Rd, Station Rd & Takeley Street

4. The groups have gathered valuable data and liaised with Police who have been very supportive. The Police have issued 418 letters to drivers (high rate).

5. The initiative has been very successful and well received by residents however it is known that when there are no volunteers present there is no overall reduction in speed. The team had hoped for a better result and now need to consider what next?

6. The long term solution for Takeley Street maybe traffic calming measures to change driver behaviour. Engineering measures will be achieved through pressure on ECC Highways Dept (with Police support). The stats show a low rate of serious accidents/fatalities and the causes of accidents do not necessarily relate to speed.

7. Essex Police agreed a mid week speed survey in Takeley Street.

8. There is currently £1m grant money available through ECC CIF for Highways projects. Is Takeley Street the priority? (Martin Peachey to draft application to be considered by TPC).

LORRIES:

9.  B183 Station Road & Takeley Street - Request ‘Destination’ survey from ECC Highways (state case of lorry traffic and explain need to establish why lorries are using the village.
TPC agreed to submit 2 applications for ECC grant funding:

(i)Traffic calming measures for Takeley Street

(ii)Solutions to reduce traffic speed in Station Rd/Parsonage Rd

The Clerk has already requested an application pack from ECC Highways and will liaise with Highways Officers to agree an appropriate scheme.

TPC will also query with ECC Highways Manager, David Forkin, why traffic calming measures were not implemented in Takeley Street following construction of the A120 as per the LDF. 

Clr David Daykin left the meeting at 9.15pm
	

	ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

	08/188
	Monthly Recreation Ground & Sports Field Reports

 (Cllr J Green)

Recreation Ground inspection: Tidy & equipment in good condition.
The annual ROSPA inspection highlighted the safety surface which requires repair. The Clerk is currently obtaining quotes.
Sports Field: Site is clean and tidy. 
The annual ROSPA inspection reported no ‘high risk’ items.

TPC was alarmed to learn that line casting is being practised on the Sports Field. A lead weight has caused damage to property in Takeley Park and narrowly missed injuring a resident.

The Clerk will place a notice at the entrance of the Sports Field reminding people that line casting practise is not permitted on the Sports Field.
The Clerk will summarise the findings from the ROSPA report for the Sept meeting.

	All note

All note

Clerk

Sept Agenda

	08/189
	Listed Buildings, Public Footpaths & Tree Protection Orders

(Clr Trevor Allen)
 Protected Trees: TPC has received location maps from UDC that will be audited and maintain for parish information.
Listed Buildings: TPC is still concerned re the listed barns proposed for demolition/reconstruction in the G2 planning application. The information provided has not clarified exactly which barns are being demolished and where they may be relocated to. Awaiting confirmation from UDC.

	All note

	08/190
	Sports Field Football Facility

Takeley Football Club has an existing agreement in place with TPC to use one pitch on the Sports Field Tues. & Thurs. evenings, Sat. afternoon & Sun. Morning until 2010.
TPC approved TFC’s interim proposal to invest in youth facilities:

-temporary storage for grass cutting machinery
- new goalposts
- change direction of bottom pitch to avoid dip.
Clr John Gregory wished to note his disapproval of no rental income being received.
	All note

	08/191
	Sports Field Development
Following a site meeting to view youth football facility proposals (30/7/08) TPC agreed the boundary of pitches and pavilion proposed to be leased to Takeley Football Club for youth development.

The Clerk will now forward these details to TPC’s solicitor to draw up a draft lease. The draft lease will be presented to TPC at a later meeting.
	All note
Sept/Oct meeting

	08/192
	Management of Manorial Land
Mr. Euan Kennedy has asked TPC will consider a proposal to undertake day to day management of manorial land (greens and verges belonging to the Lord of the Manor at Smiths Green, Warish Hall Rd & Bambers Green Rd).
TPC would act as the point of contact for Takeley residents whilst Mr. Kennedy as the land owner will retain all responsibility (including financial).

TPC raised the following points:
-TPC wishes this to be an informal arrangement described as a ‘watching brief’ rather than ‘agent for day to day management’
-As the land owner, TPC requires Mr. Kennedy to notify residents of Smiths Green of the proposed arrangement including a list of ‘dos & don’ts’
-TPC requests to see a draft of any communication to residents before it is circulated.
	Clerk to contact Mr. Kennedy

	08/193
	Essex Tree Initiative
Essex Tree Initiative will distribute 250 000 trees & shrubs to communities in Essex. Application via RCCE. Trees to be planted by March 2009.

TPC will consider this initiative in September. 
	Sept. Agenda

	08/194
	Local Policing & Public Safety Issues

TPC noted that PCSO Emma Webb has been provided with a vehicle.
	All note

	08/195
	Clerks Report

TPC noted the Clerk’s Report.
	All note

	08/196
	Non Agenda Report

TPC noted the Non Agenda Report.
	All note


The meeting finished at 10.25pm.

THE NEXT MEETING: of Takeley Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday, 3rd September 2008 at Takeley Station House at 7.30pm.
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