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Do you run a local voluntary group?

Do you sometimes wonder who to turn to for advice and support?
Voluntary, community and faith organisations in Uttlesford make a significant and essential contribution to the health and social wellbeing of the people of Uttlesford. The groups are very diverse in both size and scope. Some have no income at all and rely entirely on the efforts of volunteers whilst others have considerable income from grants and contracts and are run by paid staff. 

But all have one thing in common- the need for advice and support to deliver their services be it             

· relevant and effective funding advice 

· constitutional advice on setting up a new group 

· opportunities to meet and learn from other groups 

In every area local infrastructure organisations work behind the scenes to ensure local voluntary organisations and community groups get the support they need.  In Uttlesford this service is provided by the Council for Voluntary Service Uttlesford.

Our Funding and Development Officer can help you identify a range of funding opportunities and will be able to work with you through the funding process. For instance in 2006, local groups we assisted to benefited from around of £200,000 new income.   

We also work with members of the local community to identify gaps in services and help set up new groups; offering constitutional and other advice as required. CVSU has helped set up a number of well know groups in Uttlesford,  Uttlesford Community Travel, Volunteer Centre, Voluntary Sector Training, Uttlesford Carers, Uttlesford  Mind and more recently a new stroke club in Saffron Walden.  

CVSU also works to represent the voice of the voluntary sector through its work with statutory partners such as Essex County Council, Uttlesford District Council and the West Essex PCT.  It does this by attending partnership meetings such as Uttlesford Futures, the Local Strategic Partnership, and by arranging network meetings and events such as the Voluntary Sector Health and Social Care Forum where local groups have the opportunity to discuss issues of concern with officers from the statutory agencies.  

CVSU also provides a range of practical assistance – a library of useful reference books, this newsletter, the loan of display screens, a hearing loop for meetings and access to a wide range of information about voluntary activity in Uttlesford through our extensive database or our leaflet bank.  We can also provide access to meeting rooms and office space where basic admin support can be accessed; e.g. photocopying, internet access and the ever necessary envelope stuffing. 

CVSU is based in Great Dunmow but we cover the whole of Uttlesford and will be happy to, if required, to come to you.  

CVSU is a registered charity providing free service to local groups  
Council for Voluntary Service, Uttlesford

Uttlesford Voluntary and Community Centre

46 High Street

Great Dunmow

Essex

CM6 1BA

Telephone 
01371 878400
Email

 infocvs@btconnect.com
















