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All roles confirmed & agreed TPC Meeting May 2009
This and back issues can be viewed on our website www.takeleypc.co.uk
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In which an ageing editor ruminates wistfully on th e
vanished glory of youth and discusses the dangers p osed
to the public by exploding camels.

| never cease to be amazed at the unpredictability of life.

Here we all are, getting used to the new state of affairs with the runway
saga, like castaways, standing blinking on a sunny beach after a shipwreck.
Big events tend to happen very suddenly with little prior warning and this
was no exception. One almost feels cheated by the abruptness of the end.
Like turning the last page of a thrilling story only to hear that, with one
bound, Jack was free. No explanation, no build-up. Just a brusque
conclusion as though the author has suddenly become bored.

The whole business has become such a fixture in our lives that it had
almost become a sort of warped normality. Adjustment takes time, like
waking up.

It usually takes me all day to wake up. Indeed, | find that the effort of waking
up is so intense that | usually need a good sleep to recover ....

The most mundane events can suddenly mushroom into an ambush of truly
heroic proportions. In attempting to recount such events, the honest writer
Is invariably laid open to accusations of embroidering the truth for mere
journalistic effect.

Ha! Not your faithful scribe, | assure you. Not ever. Life is far too weird for
my imagination to ever catch up — and that's even after a couple of snifters
or three or four. Honest.

Of course you believe me. Even if | don't.

Take the strange adventure that a friend of mine once had with an
exploding camel .....

This particular acquaintance was based in Dubai
some thirty years ago. At that time, camels were
worked until they dropped, literally, by the side of
the road.

At that sombre instant, the poor beast — or its
mortal remains — ceased to be of any pecuniary
value to its owner, who would usually exit the
scene of its demise on foot or on another camel. £
The ex-camel would then be left to its own devices in the desert sun.
Naturally enough, the catalytic effect of the intense heat speeded the
production of internal gasses which would cause the corpse to swell up
alarmingly, usually resulting in an explosive dénouement!




Well, the fellow of my acquaintance was the proud owner of a very small
Fiat car of mouse-like proportions. It was his pride and joy! Polished to
mirror- like perfection every day, it reflected the fact that, as an impecunious
teacher, he could actually afford to purchase a car with his tax-free salary.
One day, he was puttering along the straight desert road in the mid-day
heat haze when he came level with the looming bulk of a deceased camel
in the final stages of morbid inflation.

As he came abeam of the swelling monstrosity,
there was a violent explosion and the Fiat was
hurled sideways and peppered with what can
only be described as organic shrapnel. Bits of
decayed camel tore into the diminutive vehicle
with the force of a small artillery shell, reducing
it to an immobile heap of scrap metal in an
instant.

My friend was left shaken and stirred in the
middle of the desert, wondering whether he had
been the victim of a cruel trick of fate or a very
original assassination attempt. In any event, the
once gleaming object of pride and joy had been reduced to a pock-marked
heap of battered metal and camel detritus, squatting in the desert like a
surrealist sculpture. It took several days for him to stop shaking and years
before he could approach any form of stuffed animal without expecting
some sort of explosion. He even looked on teddy bears with deep
suspicion.

The insurance claim, | am told, made very interesting reading ......

| believe that the loss adjustor got the hump. He thought that he was being
taken for a ride.

There’s probably a moral in that story, but I'm blowed if | know what it is!
Meanwhile, my house-moving saga continues fitfully, like a sputtering
candle wick drowning in its own grease. Well, | may move one day, you
never know. But it certainly won't be thanks to the vagaries of the English
house-buying system!

Had a most enjoyable trip to see an old college
chum near Nottingham last week. Went for a
walk in Sherwood Forest which was full of
Spanish  schoolchildren  looking on in
bemusement at the various mediaeval re-
enactments that were going on. Little John was
merrily whacking various unfortunates with a
quarter-staff and bored-looking Norman soldiers
ambled about eating ice creams. Norman ice
creams, | presume, since this was an
educational event.
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One lady was wandering about attired in a
most elaborate head-dress which comprised of
cones and horn-like protuberances decked
with gauze.

As | stood there, a desperate-looking mother
with two fractious infants in tow passed close
by. Hoping, no doubt, that the extraordinary
head-dress would distract her bawling offspring
for a moment, she chirruped loudly: “ere look
kids. Look at that laydee wiv all her bits sticking
out!”

Ah innocence!

And so the summer ambles on. Not being tied
to the school calendar any more, it comes as
quite a shock to me to realize that the nights & o ThET

are drawing in quite perceptibly now. AR LRRPICATION 48 SRRSO,
Some forty years ago, | was preparing to take up my post at Takeley School
as a newly-qualified teacher.

As | walked nervously through the gate with my shiny new briefcase
swinging at my side, one of the parents gathered by the gate whispered,
sotto voce, "blimey, ‘e don’t look old enough to be a teacher.”

Now, if | walk up to the school gate on the first day of term this September,
will all the lovely ladies gathered there please promise to say, in chorus,
exactly that. It may be a lie, but hey, it feeds my vanity.

Many years ago, one of my colleagues who was an extremely glamorous
young lady, set her class the task of describing all the staff as objects.
These descriptions were duly read out to the whole school as part of her
class assembly.

She was described as a super sleek sports car by her adoring pupils. And
guite rightly so.

Then it got to me.

“Mr Regeli. Oh yes, he’s a battered old sofa with its springs sticking out.”
Well, | ask you. Moi? Spit and curses!




If the truth be told, there isn’'t much to choose between me and my ancient
teddy bear which we exhumed from the loft the other day.

All his fur has been rubbed to stubble and he has a large opening in his
chest where | had attempted a medical intervention to repair his growl. He
is called Growly, you see.

My Beloved, though, insists
on calling him Grumbly,
which may or may not be a
Freudian slip on her part. Or
maybe she looks at us both
{ and sees a certain
similarity?

On which note, Grumbly
says bye-bye, he’'s had
enough and he’s heading
off to get a cuppa.

Good night children
everywhere. Watch out for

......
.......
1l

e i o

T

Teddy Bears in the woods.
You cannot believe what they get up to! Or maybe you can ......

Paul Regeli, Contributing Editor
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TAKELEY IRONING
SERVICE (1))

For all your domestic and commercial

laundry requirements

74

S

7~
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
o Wash, dry and iron <&

~~Duvets and pillows laundered <&
~Free hangers and packagings&
c»Professional and efficient service=&é
o Competitive prices=s
~Quick turnaround=&

OUT OF HOURS COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Telephone: 01279 871 245

Unitd, Warish Hall Farm, Warish Hall Road,
Takeley, Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire CM22 6N




The following are extracts from the June, July & August TPC minutes,
which can be viewed on the TPC website: www.takeleypc. co.uk

PRIORS GREEN COMMUNITY HALL:
Clr Richard Cheetham reported that the opening ceremony on
Saturday, 17" July was well attended. Visitors were very

complimentary about the facility. This bodes well for the future of the
hall.

The Priors Green joint working party group (LCPC & TPC members,
and Gaynor Bradley - UDC) has been focusing on the future of the
community hall, and working towards establishing a management
committee that will run the hall on a day to day basis. UDC is keen to
pass ownership of the hall to a Parish Council.

The Clerk has investigated the potential of joint ownership. Research
has included advice from Sue Sheppard of RCCE, Joy Sheppard of
EALC, and the Charity Commission. In summary:

The RCCE recommends that the hall is run as a charity. The local
authority becomes the ‘custodian trustee’ with all members of the
management committee being the ‘managing trustees. Approximately
95% of halls are set up in this way.

A custodian trustee is a body appointed to have custody, as distinct
from the management, of trust property. Where a custodian trustee is
appointed to hold property of a charity, the administration of the
charity is left in the hands of the charity trustees. A custodian trustee
IS not a charity trustee, and has a limited role. The custodian trustee
holds the deeds of the property on behalf of the community. It can
assist the managing trustees; but has no authority over them.

Both the Charity Commission and RCCE advise against local
authorities, or its members, becoming managing trustees. The local
authority is governed by the Code of Conduct and has a duty to
ensure that they act in the best interests of the tax payer, whilst
managing trustees are governed by the Charity Commission and act
in the best interests of the charity. Such dual roles can and frequently
do give rise to conflict of interests.



Research has been unable to find anyone with experience of joint
custodian trustee. It appears that establishing such a complex
arrangement would involve both lengthy and expensive legal work.

Given the limited scope of the role of custodian trustee, it may not
warrant the time and expense establishing a joint arrangement.
Takeley PC has already invested considerable time and effort
establishing the hall, and bearing in mind that the hall technically sits
within Takeley parish, TPC should become the custodian trustee. In
this situation TPC would be able to use the RCCE model trust deed
saving much time, effort and expense. Little Canfield Parish Council
has agreed that TPC should be the custodian trustee for the hall.

TPC agreed that the joint working party should review the model
trust deed (from RCCE) and make a report and recommendations to
the full Council.

BAA PROPERTY/HOME OWNERSHIP SUPPORT SCHEME:

The Clerk reported on correspondence received from a local resident
re BAA’'s conditions for selling back property & the impact on the
HOSS scheme following withdrawal of the G2 planning application:

The HOSS scheme has been closed abruptly following withdrawal of
the G2 planning application. Anyone who has an agreement in place
but has not yet marketed their property will now be excluded. Those
within the scheme must sell by 31/8/10. It seems unfair that people,
who assumed, in good faith, that they were protected, now find that
they are not.

The essence of the scheme was that homeowners whose properties
would be severely affected by the proposed runway scheme could
rely on BAA as a buyer of last resort in the event that they could not
find a purchaser.

The view is that until an updated Aviation White Paper is published,
and the threat of a 2" runway removed for the long term, there
remains a proportion of housing in Takeley (and other villages)
blighted by the uncertainty. Therefore the HOSS should be kept in
place.



BAA’s stance is that since withdrawal of the planning application
there is no longer any blight.

BAA has also tried to impose covenants on the houses they are
selling back: ‘The Transferee covenants on behalf of themselves and
their successors in title with the Transferor not to make a claim for
compensation for any damage injury depreciation or loss sustained
by them or their successors in title by reason (direct or indirect) of
any future expansion, development or further construction of
Stansted Airport’. This covenant has now been withdrawn.

This information has been passed to Sir Alan Haselhurst who is
asking questions in the House of Commons.

TPC acknowledged this information and thanked the resident for
bringing it to Council’s attention. TPC supports the concerns raised
and wishes to be kept up to date with any developments.

STATION HOUSE & SCHOOL HOUSE:

TPC has not received any news re. the tenancy agreement at the
Station House. ClIr Allen proposed that TPC write to Sir Alan
Haselhurst. TPC agreed that the Clerk should write to Sir Alan copied
to Mr. Eric Pickles (Govt Communities Secretary) ClIr Peter Martin
(ECC Leader), County ClIr, Susan Barker . The letter should outline the
long history of TPC’s involvement with the Station House project and
the lack of progress with any agreement following continual policy
change, change of cabinet members, and inefficiency on behalf of
ECC.

TPC discussed current strategy following the recent announcement of
ECC property review. Part of the old school house and the cricket pitch
is controlled by the Church. There is status quo until 2014.

Clr Daykin expressed his concern that Essex County Council will seek
to dispose of their properties for development. Residents of Takeley
should be mindful of this.

TPC agreed that the Clerk should write to Essex County Council and
request that TPC is advised of any intentions re County Council
property in Takeley as soon as the current review is concluded.
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REPORT ON HIGHWAYS MATTERS:

Clr Brian Baldwin reported:
Priors Wood Court - large pothole reported to Highways Dept.
Essex Speed Management Strategy 2010 says ‘ speed activated
signs should be more than 70m inside existing speed limits’ (Page 38,
Pt.12.5). How does this apply to the sign in Takeley Street? The solar
panel sign does not operate consistently. Clerk to write to ECC
Highways Dept.
Elm Close footpaths have been completed. TPC to write to Highways
to compliment the gangs on the standard of work in both EIm Close &
Garnets
Buses: 42A replaces 33. Starts in Galleywood, not Chelmsford, &
stops at Stansted Airport, not Bishops Stortford. There is a bus stop
opposite Dunmow Club.
Planters: CIr Richard Cheetham reported that 3 trees had been stolen
in recent months. Clr Cheetham & District Clr Jackie Cheetham are
maintaining the new planting & watering during the dry spell.

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH:
37 officers across Essex are now available to provide training to all
Community Speed watch volunteers.
2 new letters to be sent to those monitored above the speed limit.
The first letter sent to registered keepers encourages more
responsible driving. The second letter highlights that CWS volunteers
are working alongside local authorities and the police to reduce
casualties on the roads. Their details will be passed to local officers
for possible enforcement.
Centralised database
New equipment available
CSW insurance cover for over 75s.
Essex Police remains fully committed to CSW.

TPC noted the report and thanked Martin Peachey.

TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME IN TAKELEY STREET:
Clr Richard Cheetham reported the CIF panel met on 1/6/10. TPC'’s bid
for £50k was unsuccessful (E104k to be awarded within Uttlesford).

In view of the lack of support following the public consultation, TPC
agreed to ‘mothball’ this item.
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The Clerk will research policy on average speed cameras & the cost
implications for a system that cover Takeley west to east/east to west
along B1256.

UTTLESFORD HOMESTART:
TPC agreed to donate £500 to Uttlesford Homestart

BENCH ON SMITHS GREEN:
TPC approved a quote to refurbish the bench on Smiths Green (£220)

SPORTS FIELD BIKE COURSE:
Clr Allen reported that 100 tonnes of clay soil has been donated by a
local business. TPC thanked Mr. Michael Coleman for assisting with
this project.
The course was constructed during week commencing 26™ July.
There is an outstanding bill for digging equipment for approximately
£200. TPC agreed to authorise payment of the hill.
TPC thanked the volunteers involved in the construction of the course
and wished them much enjoyment using the course.

FOOTBALL FACILITIES:

-Replacement portacabins ordered

- Quote requested for additional cut for 3 pitches x 6mths/yr
(Coleman’s)

- Business Plan for development progressing

APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BAMBERS GREEN (as
village green) — ECC DECISION
The case document outlines why the application was unsuccessful.
Despite the statements TPC provided, there was insufficient
evidence to meet the required criteria.
2 concerns remain:
The objections received from BAA & CEMEX were accepted post
closure of the public consultation.
ECC has accepted that the width of the Right of Way should be
reviewed as part of the Definitive Map Review. TPC will be advised
of the proposed changes and will have the opportunity to comment.
The Council will continue to press for ROW to be re-instated correctly.
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FLY TIPPING/RUBBISH DUMPING

If you witness vehicles stopping to dump rubbish in our
parish please record the vehicle details and report to
Uttlesford District Council on: 01799 510510
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TAKELEY SPORTS FIELD
The Parish Council is working to enhance facilities
for the young people of this parish (Bike Course,
improved football facilities).

There are far too many instances of vandalism on
the field......... littering, evidence of BBQs and fires,
broken glass, broken fencing.

PLEASE RESPECT VILLAGE FACILITIES.

For further information about Takeley Parish Council please contact
the Clerk or visit the website: www.takeleypc.co.uk
Jane Heskey, Takeley Parish Council, Station House,
Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA
Phone: 020 8270 1149 Email:Takeley.pc@ntlworld.com

870863 TAKECARE 870863

Just a reminder that TAKECARE is there to help the sick or elderly who need transport
to the shops, doctors, hospital etc or if you need a prescription collected.

The number to ring is 01279 870863 where Guy Kingston will be waiting to take your
call.

As always volunteer drivers are required to replace those who are leaving the village.
The more drivers available the less often each will be called upon, perhaps only once a
month. If you can help then please phone Guy on the above number.
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NOTICE OF COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW IN THE UTTLESFORD
DISTRICT — Your views are needed

Uttlesford District Council is pleased to give notice that a review of the following
matters will be carried out commencing on 16 August 2010:

The whole of the District of Uttlesford will be reviewed to decide the most
appropriate arrangements for the election of parish councillors in May 2011; the
matters to be reviewed will be the number of parish councillors to be elected in each
parish; the number of parish wards to be provided in each parish (if any); the
location and boundaries of those wards and the number of councillors to be elected
in each ward (to be determined on a broadly proportional basis); the question
whether parishes should have, or continue to have, elected parish councils; and to
determine the need and justification for existing parishes to be grouped together for
the purposes of representation on a parish council.

Examine the boundaries of the parishes of Birchanger and Stansted, especially in
relation to the position of the parish boundary at the residential development known
as Foresthall Park, to determine whether any change is needed to reflect community
interests and identities and to ensure effective and convenient local government.
Examine the boundaries of the parishes of Little Canfield and Takeley, especially in
relation to the residential development known as Priors Green, to assess the need
for any change to reflect community ties and loyalties.

Residents of Uttlesford generally, especially those resident at either Foresthall
Park or Priors Green, as well as parish councils or parish meetings, local shops
and businesses, and any locally based sports or community groups, are warmly
invited to submit any proposals in relation to any of the matters being reviewed,
as set out above, by no later than Thursday, 30 September 2010.

Any proposals submitted at this stage should specify the changes needed and
the reasons for them, and set out in as much detail as possible the nature of the
changes being proposed. Representations about changing a parish boundary
should specify the suggested line of the boundary, the effect it will have and the
reasons why the change is considered to be either necessary or desirable.

For example, any representation about the existing boundary at Foresthall Park
could draw attention to the seemingly haphazard and illogical nature of the
boundary, the uncertainties created as a result, and stress the benefits to the
community of creating a coherent and cohesive boundary that would better
reflect community identities.

The Council will evaluate any proposals made by 30 September and will then
consider drawing up proposals to improve parish representation in the areas
under review. Those proposals will be published during the first week in
November and there will follow a three month period for detailed consultation and
comment.

Please send any comments and proposals to Peter Snow, Committee and
Electoral Services Manager at Council Offices, Lond on Road, Saffron
Walden, CBl1l1 4ER, or to psnhow@uttlesford.gov.uk or to
Ibunting@uttlesford.gov.uk . 16 August 2010
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Helen Rollason Cancer Chc:rity

bW W AWLW
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alk

Saturday September 25, 2010
10.15am start
Hatfield Forest, Takeley, Essex CM22 6NE

A 5k (3.2 mile) walk through the beautiful Hatfield Forest

To register, call 01245 514325
or e-mail enquiries@helenrolilason.org.uk

Adults: £10 Concessions: £6 Children: FREE

WW W

www.helenrollason.org.uk Registered charity number 105286]
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The “Sparklers” group is for pre-school children, their parents, and
carers. It is an informal meeting in Takeley Community Centre, South
Road, with a short time of Christian worship, craft activities, toys, and
refreshments.

There will always be a warm welcome for other children
if they would like to come and join us.
We shall be meeting:

9th August, 16th August, 23rd August
13th September, 20th September, 27th September
11th October, 18th October, 25th October, 31st October.

Each meeting starts at 10am and finishes at 11.30am.

Church News

A new priest has been r\;
appointed to the £
parishes of Takeley and Kaad
Little Canfield, Revd =%
Canon Rob Burles.

Rob, who is from
Swindon, is married to
Tina. They have two
grown-up children.

Owing to parish, deanery and work commitments, Rob and Tina won'’t
be able to come here until mid-January but in the intervening time
church services will continue as normal and bookings for weddings and
baptisms can continue to be made; contact Mrs Lyn FitzGibbon 01371
872469 c.j.fitzgibbon@btinternet.com .

If you need to speak to a priest contact Rev Cilla Hawkes Tel. 01371
856480, who is the Rural Dean.
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Learn to Cook. Love to Cook

COOK

Chutney, pickle, relish, jam, jelly — all are forms of preserve and, as the
name suggests, came about as a means of preserving excess fruit and
vegetables so they did not go to waste.

Vinegar, salt and sugar all have preservative properties and it is the use of
these ingredients, in different quantities plus the addition of spices, that
gives us such a vast choice of different condiments.

For me, the difference between them comes down to the flavour - chutneys
should be sweet and spicy, pickles a bit sharper, but still with all those
lovely spice flavours. | think of relish as the American term for chutney but
some people say that relish has smaller bits of fruit or vegetable in it. Jelly
Is pure sweet flavour extracted from the fruit while jam, to me, is sweet
lumps of pure fruit in a jar, without spices, ready to be spread on warm
toast. Delicious.

By my own definitions then, Chilli Jam should really be Chilli Chutney, but
the main ingredient is actually tomatoes, and it definitely isn’'t Tomato
Chutney, so that just goes to show that there are no rules. And if you want
to call your recipe chutney or jam or pickle then who can argue with you?

My Autumn Chutney

This is my recipe for chutney and it's here to give you a starting point. Feel
free to tweak it as you see fit. If you like things a bit sharper use a bit more
vinegar or a bit less sugar. Use different fruits; whatever is in season or is
looking a bit wrinkled in your fruit bowl would be great. Want more kick?
Drop a whole chilli in at the start and fish it out when you've got the right
fieriness. Experiment with different vinegars. You get the idea. Use mine as
a base, make it your own and, pretty soon, everyone will want a jar.

Talking of jars, while the chutney is cooking you can sterilise some jam jars
and lids by washing well and rinsing with hot water. Pop them into a low
oven to dry. When your chutney is cooked, spoon it into the jam jars. If your
jars and lids are sterilised properly the chutney will keep for ages. The
longer you can leave it before opening and devouring, the better it will taste.

18



Ingredients

Plums, apples, pears and tomatoes.

2 of each. Seeded and chopped. About
800g in total.

1 red onion, medium chopped.

3 good handfuls of sultanas, about 150g.

400ml malt vinegar.

2509 brown sugar, I use muscovado.
Y4 nutmeg, grated

Pinch of sea salt

Spices

Pinch of dried chilli flakes
2 cloves

6-8 peppercorns

1 Star Anise

Optional

1 Tea Bag — I always use a tea bag, it adds a
flavour you don’t quite recognise, and is my
‘secret’ ingredient.

Splash of Balsamic Vinegar — Use the

ILearn to cook. Love to Cook.

COOK

“The hands on niition was a great way to learn™

i~

“With tuition & all the food it’s a bargain”
Choose from a wide range of
totally hands on classes held
1n our purpose built cookery
school in Newport & take
home a 3-course meal for 4,
handmade by you!

'

www. just-cook.com
info@just-cook.com

......................... it I b e e T S 4 TR SR SR SR T LA e

0800 756 1474

best you can get, and add it towards the end of cooking.

Method

Tie your spices in a square of muslin, put them in a spice bag or use a tea
ball. Anything, really, that will let you fish them out of the pan at the end of
cooking — no one likes taking a lovely sweet mouthful of chutney and then
biting down into a whole clove or a star anise, believe me.

Put all your ingredients in a large, heavy bottomed pan. (Tip: Dont use an
aluminium pan as the acid in the fruit and vinegar will react with the pan, and your chutney will

be ruined.) Pop the spice ball in the pan and the tea bag, if you are using it.

Bring the pan up to the boil, turn down the heat and cook, uncovered for
around 2 % hours, stirring occasionally. Add the balsamic vinegar, if you are
using it, and cook for a further 20 minutes or so. What you are looking for is
a lovely, glossy, thick chutney.

Remove the spices and tea bag before spooning into sterilised jars.

—T

; W

Tim Ryan

Just Cook Cookery School

6 The Maltings, Station Road, Newport, Essex, CB11 3RN
t:0800 756 1474 w:www.just-cook.com
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Our opening times are:

Saffron Walden
Faiir{= s Barnards Yard Saffron Walden CB11 4EB
EG Y- Tel: 08444 775986
bureau Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. Closed Weds

Gt Dunmow

46 High Street Gt Dunmow CM6 1AN

Tel: 01371 875593

Open: Tues & Thurs 10am to 2pm

Company limited by guarantee Company Number 3771142

Registered Charity Number 1078222

Leading the
fight against

AtheiIT!e I"S dementia
Society

Uttlesford Branch

Our Outreach Workers are
happy to offer free help,
support and information to
people with dementia and
their carers.

Home visits possible.

Please contact us on 01371 872519
or
e-mail at
uttlesford@alzheimers.org.uk

Reg Charity No 296645.
Co Rea No 2115499
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‘THE JAGUARS’

B&B AUTO
DISMANTLERS

Registered Reclamation
Re-cycling Agents

The Jaguars
Dunmow Road
Takeley
Bishop’s Stortford
CM22 65J

Tel: 01279 871437
Fax: 01279 871638




TAKELEY FARMERS' MARKET

Well an interesting summer. The July market
was just in time before it got too hot to work.
We were joined by Felstar Brewery with ales,
cider and wines and we hope they will be able
to join us in September. We said goodbye to
Mary Scales from Naturally Yummy steamed
puddings. She has retired completely from all pudding making.

August — after a wet week the sun came out once again; however we
were affected by holidays with a number of stalls missing but thanks to
regular shoppers, supporters of Karen and Simone’s charity and their
brilliant kitchen staff there was a good turn out. The stage and back
room was full all morning with shoppers meeting for tea/coffee,
breakfasts and snacks. You will be pleased to know they will be back
in September with their well-organised team supporting Ski UK, which
Is a charity that helps less-abled teenagers to have skiing holidays and
experiences

September - we will be joined by Helen with some of the best fudge |
have tasted; for those of you who have tasted Takeley Tablet (Fudge)
it is as good but different. We will also be joined by Roz and Sassy
Soaps. They are a new small family company from Dunmow and all
their products are designed for sensitive skins. Providing there are no
glitches in air travel and our producer gets home from holiday we will
have locally-grown vegetables which will be limited to seasonal
availability.

October - we will have Craner fruits with their autumn crop of
strawberries, fruits and jams from Nazeing.

Thank you to all our regular supporters and looking forward to seeing
you all next month

Next market is on Saturday 4 " September

We look forward to seeing you. Sue Sadler 01279 873409
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Preserving Wild Foods

It is at this time of the year that we may be lucky enough to come across a
super abundance of wild fruits or mushrooms. These will keep fresh in the
refrigerator for a few days, but if there is more than it is possible to eat in
this time — what then?

The answer is to preserve this seasonal bounty, but what are the best
ways?

Soft fruits lose their texture when frozen, so are
probably best made into jam, though there are
alternatives; Elderberries make a good red wine, for
example, or they can be made into jellies or even
pickle.  Guelder rose berries, crab apples, sea
buckthorn berries, rowan berries, sloes, haws or
hawthorn berries, and rosehips are all edible, once
cooked, and give their individual flavours to jams and

jellies on their own or mixed with other fruits. Blackberries

and raspberries, as everyone knows, are delicious fresh or

in pies.

The fruits of whitebeam and wild service trees, however,
need to be kept until they ‘blet’, which means to become
over-ripe, like medlar fruit, before they become edible.

Nuts of course, keep well without any processing, but you will be lucky to
get them before the squirrels do!

Mushrooms, though, require different treatment,
but can be preserved very successfully. Some
kinds can be dried and kept in air-tight containers,
(kilner jars are ideal), others do not keep their
flavour when dried. Wild mushrooms which dry
very well are ceps, also known as porcini or
penny bun and other edible members of the Boletus family; Agaricus
species, including the field mushroom and horse mushroom; the hedgehog
mushroom, the horn of plenty, morels and fairy ring champignon. The
smaller mushrooms can be dried whole, but it is better to cut the larger
ones into slices. You can sun-dry mushrooms in a sheltered spot if
conditions allow, but drying indoors is more likely in our climate. Arrange
the mushrooms in a single layer on cake racks or similar that allow air to
reach all parts of the mushrooms and dry in an airing cupboard, over a
radiator, or if you have one, over an Aga or Rayburn. You can dry
mushrooms threaded onto a string and suspended over a heat source if you
prefer. Drying in an oven is not very satisfactory unless you can manage to
achieve a very low temperature — less than 60 C is required. Once the
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mushrooms are completely dry, seal them into airtight bags or better, air
tight sterilised jars. They will keep for months if kept dry. Use them in
soups, stews or casseroles.

Another way of preserving mushrooms is simply to
freeze them. This can be done successfully with some
of the more solid species like field mushrooms and ceps,
but it is better to sauté most species in butter with a little
chopped onion or garlic before freezing.

If your freezer space is limited, you can fry the

mushrooms in clarified butter, or light vegetable oil,
(sunflower or safflower is best), pack into sterilised jars, cover with butter or
oil to exclude the air and seal. Make sure that all bubbles have been
excluded and it will keep for weeks. Preserved this way, they are ideal for
using in omelettes, quiches and flans.

Naturally, it is important when collecting wild plants or fungi
that you are sure of your identification and how to process
and/or cook them. For those uncertain of their skills and
wishing to improve their knowledge, consult our website www,
wild-harvest.co.uk., for details of courses.

Peter Sibley, Wild Harvest.
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Here we are again with Autumn just around the corner and memories of a
short but pleasant summer behind us. | know that the hot weather does not
suit everybody but, speaking personally, it rejuvenates me.

So what has been happening nature wise, during that extended dry
weather? the most affected were trees. One could not but notice the leaves
turning brown and being shed as trees tried to retain water. | am sure many
of you have lost young saplings through the lack of water. The newly
planted rowan on the green at the Four Ashes looked very sad. To help it
survive it was watered regularly.

The bird population this year has thrived, especially the house sparrows, |
noticed a score of hatchlings in the garden begging for food and enjoying a
quick bathe in the bird bath. Starlings too appeared to have bred well. As
for the house martins they are on their third brood indicating that insects
(their staple diet) must have been plentiful. Whilst on the subject of insects
it was pleasing to notice that hover flies were

back in numbers. This small yellow and black

striped insect that “hovers” (hence its name) often

get mistaken for wasps, especially the larger of

the species.

However due to the very cold winter, butterflies

suffered, the usual display of butterflies around

the buddleia was absent.

August started warm enough then changed into April
showers. Those who said we could do with a ‘bit of rain’
certainly got their wish, having said that those heavy
showers that may have ruined your barbecue certainly
was a saviour for many trees and other flora.

You may have noticed that as August progressed the
birds seem to disappear. This is a seasonal happening.
As we are at the end of a long breeding season the adult
birds’ plumage becomes bedraggled, whereas the
youngsters’ feathers need replacing for adult plumage, a
bit like baby teeth. When this occurs all birds become shy
and reclusive until the new feathers replace the old, which
takes several weeks.

To end with | thought you would like to hear about Mrs
Duck and her brood!
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On Monday morning in July an incident took place around the green space
at the corner of EIm Close, which | have named “Operation Duck save”.
Three nature-loving individuals were observed pursuing and catching eight
ducklings, putting them in a container for rehabilitation on a nearby pond.
Mother duck was wily and played ‘catch me if you can’ around the trees and
bushes but followed the three Samaritans as they carried her brood to
safety. That is not the end of this story.

First where did Mrs Duck and her family come from? Had they been
evicted? How did they get to EIm Close?

After a little investigation | was informed that on the previous Saturday a
duck followed by eight ducklings was seen waddling along Warish Hall road
in a southerly direction. They then crossed the B1256 and took up refuge at
EIm Close, Since then | have had reports of a duck with five
ducklings waddling towards the pond at Chestnut Way .Any further
information relating to ‘Operation Duck save’ would be
appreciated.
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Takeley Beat Surgery

Held at Takeley Station House
10am-12pm

Next meeting September 8 " 2010 then

/ 1/ /
1 % % 2%

Just turn up to discuss any matter with the police.
Refreshments will be served.

Your Local Officers
Hatfield Heath Neighbourhood Policing Team is here to help!

Please raise to us any issues or concerns you may have about your
neighbourhood.

You can contact;

By email:
PC Brad Healey 1712@essex.police.uk
PCSO Jo Trevail-Phillips: 73377@essex.pnn.police.uk

Non-Emergency Tel: 0300 333 444
Neighbourhood Mobile: 07779316979

www.essexX.police.uk
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Sept 2010

As | write this article, the Herts and Essex Cricket League season has just
two weeks to run. The first team, in Division 2, need to win one, and
possibly both, of their final two fixtures to avoid relegation. In Division 7, the
2" X1 will finish in mid-table and, with a couple of the stronger teams in the
League looking likely to be promoted, we will hope to challenge at the top
ourselves next year.

As Takeley continues to grow as a village, and new people move into the
area, we are keen to recruit new players for next season. If you would like
to play, whatever your ability or specialism, please contact our Captain,
Chris Thake on 01279 757549. We would also be pleased to hear from any
youngsters that would like to play cricket as we run youth teams as well.
Any youngsters should contact Grant Widdowson on 01279 870872 or Tim
Connolly on 01279 870138.

As a self-funding club we run a number of fund-raising activities during the
year, with two regular quiz nights in spring and autumn. The next event will
be the autumn quiz at Takeley Village Hall on Saturday 16™ October, 7.30
for 8.00. Anyone that would like a table (maximum 10 per table), or just
wants to attend and join a team, should contact Malcolm Brown on 01279
871055.

Cricket training will start in March / April — watch out for the first newsletter
of the year for details.

Malcolm Brown
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A major part of the activities of TLHS is to record the land and buildings of
the village and the uses they are put to. In the very short time that TLHS
has existed, several large changes of land use have taken place. One of
these was the development of the “Barkers Tank” site into “The Pastures”
and another the re-development of “Takeley Nurseries” into "Priors Green”,
| see that recently
“Reads Garage” (as older
residents would know it)
in Dunmow Road,
relatively recently used
as offices for Loweth, has
been demolished. No
doubt several new
houses will soon occupy
the site. It made me
recall an event a couple
of years ago when |
received an email from
someone who  was
planning to restore the property to its “former glory in keeping with the
original style of the 1920s” and wanted TLHS support for the planning
application. Thanks to Bill Marshall we have a whole booklet documenting
this property and the Read family who lived there. Unfortunately | had to
disillusion the e-mailer by sending photos of the 1920s buildings — a narrow
timber-boarded house and several sheds being used as a workshop. | don’t
think it matched the grand family house they had in mind to create! A pity as
it would have been interesting to have it restored to its real 1920s state of a
cycle repair shop, petrol sales and newsagents.

Our next meeting will be held on 14th September 7.30pm at Takeley
Primary School. Bruce Munro will speak about Thaxted. Bruce was our first
speaker in 1999 so we will be welcoming him back after 11 years. As
always all are welcome so if you are a newcomer to the village living in The
Pastures or Priors Green (or anywhere else come to that) then come along
and find out more about the area you now live in.

Steve Hazon,
Chairman TLHS
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From the Village Recorder

One of the joys of local history is how something totally unexpected can
turn up. We knew that there was a description from 1435 of the building of a
new chamber to the Rectory in Parsonage Road. This Rectory of course no
longer exists, but the pond at the entrance to the Chestnuts marks the
remains of the moat that originally surrounded it. The existence of a moat
suggests that there was building on this site from probably the 13" Century.
However the great surprise when the translation arrived was that at the end
of this description was a further note on the repairs to the church. This
read:=

“And in 4000 flat tiles, 29 concave tiles, 500 laths, 6 eaves laths, and 14
“sparsfeet” 16 bushels of burnet lime, 1 load of sand, 2 pecks of tile pins,
2000 lath nails, 50 brad nails, bought for the repair of the church there,
together with the wages of carpenters, lathers, tillers, and labourers working
and labouring on everything to do with the repair of the said church as may
appear by checking the items in this account of outgoings and the proofs.
£4.11s 10d/”

This account must relate to the roof of the chancel as it occurs in the
register of the Bishop of London who was the Rector of Takeley. At this
period the Rector was responsible for the chancel of his church and the
congregation for the nave. The finding of this account and the information
that a John Newman paid £13 for the rent of the Takeley Parsonage manor
opens up the possibility that there are other references to Takeley in the
Bishop’s registers, and this is something that needs to be followed up.

The downside to local history is that one is frequently being found out to
be wrong or misinformed. The quest for the Guildhall is never ending and
we now have a new possibility. Daniel Galiti from Mulluck Wells kindly
opened up The Chestnuts for John and me to take photographs. This is a
most impressive house, built at the right time, and with a West wing that
could well have been part of the Guildhall which was rented from Thremhall
Priory. We hope that Guild expert Anne Padfield will be able to come to give
her views on this new possibility. The house is certainly much closer to the
Church than any previous contenders, and is on the right side of the road to
have been rented by a Takeley Guild. This, and other important Takeley
houses, was rescued from demolition by the Parish Council while other
properties were not so lucky.

Does anyone know anything about the story that there was a Civil War
[c.1640-1648] encampment behind Joyners and The Green Man in Takeley
Street? According to Peter Jannaway, Civil War musket balls were found in
the land here in the 1950s, together with other “related” artefacts. There
does not seem to be any record of this, but the discovery of musket balls is
significant, although unless they were dated they could relate to the period
of the Napoleonic Wars some 150 years later. At both periods there were
bands of militia men who presumably would need to practice the difficult art
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of firing a musket. Any ideas, thoughts, information, would be very
welcome.

There may be house owners who have access to their house deeds,
which could be very valuable in helping to build up a history of Takeley
houses. Deeds before the 1920s have no legal value but can be of great
value historically. Recently the deeds of a semi-detached house about forty
years old came with an Abstract of Title which told us that the site had
previously been occupied by three houses, and before that by four houses
over a period of two hundred years. If deeds are at a solicitors | could visit
to read them there and make notes.

An example of this co-operation is the access the History Society has
had to the deeds of Oak Lodge in Jacks Lane. This house was previously
known as Goodwins and there has been a house there for at least 550
years, probably earlier. It takes its name from a Semanni Godwin who held
the property from the Manor of Warish Hall in 1435/6. These records are
now at New College, Oxford. During the centuries the name has appeared
In several variations, such as Goodings, Godings, Goodwines etc., and has
had many tenants from local Takeley families.

In 1496 John Wyberd from Colchester Hall paid a rent of 2s 8d. but
almost certainly did not live there. Thomas Wyberd still held it in 1617, but it
seems to have been occupied by the Clerke family when it was called
Goodins in the will of John and his wife Elizabeth in 1558.

By 1641 George Howland held the property still at the same rent of 2s
8d. It is described then as a customary tenement. This meant that it had
originated as a holding owing manual labour to the Manor which had been
converted to a money rent. The Howlands were in occupation until at least
1682.

By 1772 it had been acquired by Philip Judd and now cost 15s rent. The
Judd family figure prominently in Takeley records for a long period. 1774
marks the beginning of the absorption into larger estates when the Wyatt
family were in possession. John Wyatt left his property to his daughter Ann
Tabrum, who in turn left it to her daughter Elizabeth the wife of John
Barnard. Their children sold to Samuel Scott in 1815. Scott received £1,205
in 1848 when he sold the two tenements or cottages called Goodwins with
a garden, barn, hoppitt, yard and pightle. The occupiers are described as
Thomas Benson and Mary Benson but in the 1838 Tithe Survey the name
Is given as Hinson.

By 1915 the house had returned to being owner-occupied by residents
such as the Olivera family. Although there are many gaps still to be filled in,
we do get an interesting record of the occupation and ownership of an
important Takeley house.

Nia Watkiss
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Articles from the past, by Pat Salmon

The following local articles all appeared in the He  rts & Essex Observer
during 1900

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 10 ™ February 1900.
UNSPORTSMANLIKE.

Considerable indignation has been aroused in hunting circles of an incident
which occurred at Takeley a few days ago, when a party of London
"Sportsmen" are alleged to have deliberately shot a fine fox in cold blood. It
is said their explanation is that it was done by mistake.

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 31 %' March 1900.
THE ESSEX STAG HOUNDS.

-met at Warish Hall, Takeley, on Saturday by invitation of Mr George Pettitt,
there was a good field but very poor sport. The stag was unearthed in one
of the farm meadows, and followed the road all the way to Bishops'
Stortford, where it was taken after a disappointing run, in the "Fox" brewery
yard. A second deer was unearthed at Hallingbury, and afforded little better
sport.

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 28 ™ April 1900.
GAME TRESPASS.

James Stock, age 17, labourer of Takeley, was summoned for trespassing
after game there, upon Mr J Frankham's land on 8" April, and did not
appear. William G Saggs, gamekeeper to the prosecutor, proved the case,
and a fine of 10s with 11s costs was imposed.

Mr Frankham took no part in the case.

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 19 ™ May 1900.
LOCAL DIFFERENCES OVER SMITH'S GREEN.

The Takeley Parish Council held a meeting on Monday, to consider an
application from Colonel James for permission to turf over, and set up posts
and chains upon a small piece of ground, in front of his house "The Limes".
The ground in question abuts upon a corner of Smith's-Green where three
roads meet, and the object of the application appeared to be to protect
private property from damage. The members present were Messrs G Pettitt
(in the chair). J Byford, W Baynes, H Dorman and W Lambert. -- After
consideration, it was resolved that, while offering no objection to turfing over
the ground indicated in the application, the Council could not afford
permission for posts and chains to be erected. A good deal of ill-feeling has
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been aroused over the matter and there have been certain acts of hostility
against Colonel James.

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 8th ~ September 1900.
SUDDEN DEATH.

A farm labourer named William Easter, employed by G Pettitt, was returning
home from work on Tuesday evening, and when outside his house at
Smith's-Green, he fell down and expired almost at once, he had been
suffering from heart disease. The deceased was a single man 28 years of
age.

William Easter was buried at Takeley on the 9" September 1900. Age given
as 27.He was Baptised at Takeley on the 23"™ February 1873 Son of
Charles and Ann Easter.
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TAKELEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Learning and Achieving Together”

The new School year is just beginning at Takeley
Primary School and we are pleased to welcome all
our new children and parents. The new year is
always an exciting time at School and an opportunity
to introduce new ideas and extend our provision
further.

Looking back at the achievements for last year the
children and staff have worked really hard throughout
the year and once again the children have performed really well in their end
of year assessments and can be justly proud of their efforts. On the sports
field our hockey, netball, football, rounders, and cricket teams competed in
all league fixtures with some fine performances, with the hockey team
coming third in the their tournament. This summer there were also many
fine performances on the track and field, our athletes securing a number of
first places at the district sports. Thank you to everybody who helped to
coach and run these clubs, we are grateful for your expertise and
commitment. As for the arts, we were fortunate to work again with a film
maker from Creative Partnerships, enabling the children to produce their
own film. We were also delighted to have our Year 1 film selected by the
National Gallery as part of their ‘Take One Picture’ summer exhibition. In
the last weeks of term our Musicians put on a stunning concert, with solo,
band and orchestra pieces all performed confidently. To end the year our
Junior choir and year 6 actors delighted us with a wonderful rendition of
‘Snow White” which was enjoyed by many, our thanks go out to everybody
who helped with this production.

This year we are looking forward to extending our Forest School provision
which proved so successful and popular last year with the Reception class,
to include the new Reception children and Year 1. Our thanks go to Ken
Wooding for allowing us to use a piece of woodland for Forest School and
for the farm visits. We will also be extending our work with Creative
Partnerships, working with a variety of artists in various mediums across the
school. Thank you to everybody who supported our summer fete this year,
do keep an eye out for news of our Christmas event, the PFA our planning
something special for this year. So lots to look forward to with the new
school year.

Mandy Line
Headteacher
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Saturday 20 ™" November 2010

Takeley Silver Jubilee Hall and
Scout Headquarters

11am. - 3p.m.

Come along and join us at this
popular village event.
Father Christmas will be taking
up residence in Scout H.Q. for
one day only, he has
commitments elsewhere.

H.E.A.L., a cancer charity, will
once again be cooking up a
storm in the Hall kitchen, usually
an all-day- breakfast.

The Church will be behind the bar in the Hall presiding over the cake
stall, all donations gratefully received.

You could start your Christmas shopping by visiting the variety of Arts,
Crafts, Charity and Village Organisations’ stalls.

Entrance is FREE and parking available, we would appreciate it
however, if you are local, to walk where possible in order to free up
space for those visitors who come from further away. Thank you.

We hope you will come along and enjoy the experience, especially if
you are new to the Village. It's a great meeting point for catching up
with family and friends.

Still reading in BLACK AND WHITE?

Try the version
on the Takeley Parish Council website www.takel  eypc.co.uk
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The FA Cup sponsored by E.ON
First Cup taste for Takeley

Takeley v Hertford Town

The FA Cup sponsored by E.ON
Extra Preliminary Round
3pm, Saturday 14 August 2010

When this season’'s FA Cup Extra

Preliminary Round draw was released,

there were a few new names in the hat

preparing for their first ever games in

the world’'s greatest domestic cup

competition. Amongst those was

Essex-based Takeley FC, who have been building their club up over the last few
years and entry to the FA Cup is seen as the next big step in their already long
history.

Formed in 1903, the Club has been successful in their local area over the years,
winning the Essex Senior Cup as recently as 2007, but entry into The Cup this
season reflects a massive yardstick in their history and is something that
Chairman Pat Curran is particularly pleased about having overseen the Club's
recent development.

“We’'re all very excited by it, the whole Club, and it's a big, big step for us,” he
told the FA.com after the draw was announced. There's been quite a buzz
around it all, I've had phone calls and text messages from all sorts of people
today and I'm delighted for everyone at the club. We have a lot of people who
work so hard for the club as volunteers, so it's always difficult but this is
something we’ve all strived towards and now we’re looking forward to it. It's very
much still a local, village club with our ground next to the railway station, but
we’ve improved things year-on-year to move the Club on and | feel we've
probably got the best ground in the Essex Senior League now. There’s a long
history at the club, and we've done an awful lot of work over the years to get to
this level, so it's groundbreaking really and is probably going to be the biggest
match in our history. All of the local area will know about this now, and we can’t
wait to hopefully get the cameras down for the game.”

The draw has paired Takeley with Hertford Town at their Station Road home,
which will give the club another piece of history as they face the Blues for the first
time in their history, despite the relative local proximity of the two clubs.

“It's great that we've got a home draw,” added Curran. “It's like a real reward for
all of the people who have worked so hard, and it gives a chance for the village
to come down and support us. Everyone who is involved at the club is local, even
a few of the players are from the village, so it will be exciting to run out at home
in the FA Cup. It's a local game for us too. We haven't ever played against
Hertford before, so we don’t know that much about them right now, although our
manager says he does. “We're looking forward to it though and it will be a major
stage in our history.”
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About the Takeley Parish Council Newsletter

The Newsletter was started up again in the autumn of 1998 (after an interval of
some 10-15 years) as a result of opinion expressed in the Village Appraisal. It is
designed to provide a free community magazine for Takeley Parish. It is
intended that the Newsletter should reflect all aspects of Parish life and should
provide an opportunity for community matters to be raised and discussed.

The Newsletter team currently comprises a Contributing Editor (Paul Regeli), a
compositor (Steve Hazon) and a distribution and advertising coordinator (Jane
Heskey) but no official reporters. An interest magazine, therefore, depends on
articles, news and advertisements coming from people in the village and nearby
which can be sent to:

Jane Heskey, Clerk of the Council, Takeley Parish C  ouncil,
Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA
Tel. 0208 270 1149

or email to

The closing date for submission of material is the 15th of
November, February, May and August for the respecti  ve quarterly
Issues.

It is not always possible to publish everything submitted and sometimes changes
have to be made to the length of a contribution. Non-controversial articles
cannot always be published immediately but they will appear later unless the
contributor is told otherwise. Contributions of up to, say, 400 words, have a
greater chance of being published in full than longer ones.

The name of the person (and in what capacity if appropriate) submitting the
material must accompany the contribution. If you do not want your name
published you must make that clear. However, articles without the author’s name
are only likely to be published if they are non-controversial. Ultimately the
responsibility for publication rests with the Parish Council, which has veto powers
as to content.

Advertising rates per issue (quarterly) are listed below. Payment and details
must be supplied to the Newsletter by the closing dates listed above although we
do prefer annual payment in advance to reduce administration.

1. Full Page (i.e. one half A4 sheet size), £25.00 Photo or disc ready
2. Half Page, £15.00 Photo or disc ready

3. Quarter Page, £10.00

4.  One Eighth Page or less, £7.00

(10% discount for pre-booking all four issues in a year)

All cheques should be made out to
Takeley Parish Council and sent to Jane Heskey.
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